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ART CRAFT & 
DESIGN 
 
COURSE INFORMATION  
 

Art, Craft & Design A-level is examined through: 
Component 1:  Component 1 COURSEWORK  = 60% 
Component 2:  Component 2 Externally set Assignment  
   = 40%  
   (15 hour exam at the end of  
   preparatory time). 
 

 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Ms C Nickell 
EXAM BOARD: AQA 
 

 

Art, Craft and Design are forms of communication and a  

means of expressing intellectual, spiritual, imaginative and 

creative ideas. Art should be an inventive response to the  

visual world, a personal context or social issue. It is a subject 

especially concerned with investigative, analytical, 

experimental, technical and expressive skills and with the 

development of complex mental processes involved in                

visual perception. 

Students need to demonstrate a range of approaches to 

“Studying Art for A level at LGGS 

allows you to express your inner  

creativity whilst being in a                           

supportive environment.  

Art A level helps me be positivity 

challenged with rewarding outcomes. 

My peers inspire me every day.” 

Current Year 12 Student 



Future Study Options                            

and Career Pathways   

 

It is possible to progress to a degree 

course in Art straight from A-level 

studies or an alternative option is to 

take a foundation diploma in Art, where 

you can experiment with a variety of 

media and find out what your passion is 

within the arts before embarking  

on your degree.  

Art as a subject opens up many 

opportunities for employment.                

The creative industry provides many 

jobs for university leavers and           

many students go on to be architects, 

designers, artists,  fashion designers, 

photographers and many more career 

options.  

 

Extended Learning 

Opportunities  

for this Course  

We organise a trip to London and 

Liverpool each year to extend the 

learning of the course.  

Arts Award is offered to students to 

pursue another qualification. Leaders             

of foundation courses visit LGGS and 

provide information to students who 

may be considering an art degree.  

Collaborative work with local artists. 

Current Year 12 students have recently 

worked in collaboration with artist            

Dan Fox to create and installation piece 

which will be displayed at Dallas Road 

gardens which will be showcased at 

Light up Lancaster. 

 

“Studying Art at A-level  

inspires and encourages me to see 

the world in a different light.  

It boosts my creativity and is a 

great way to relieve stress. I look 

forward to the lessons and am 

eager to start my new projects.” 

2021 Leaver 

recording images, such as 
observation, analysis, 
expression and imagination. 
The course is largely practical 
and focuses on  
Fine Art. It covers a broad 
range of techniques, including 
Drawing, Painting, Printing, 
Photography and Three-
dimensional work.  
The course requires students to 
have an interest in, an 
enthusiasm for, and an 
enjoyment of art, craft and 
design. 
There will also be critical 
studies work, where students 
will be encouraged to have an 
aesthetic understanding and 
critical analysis in both, 
practical and written essays. 
Students are expected to 
independently develop ideas 
through sustained and focused 
investigations. Students will 
work independently with verbal 
and written feedback 
throughout the course. 
Coursework projects will 

include drawing and painting 
from observation, including life 
drawing, imaginative and 
developmental work, printing, 
photography and computer 
generated work. There are 
organised visits in the UK  and 
abroad to support this work, 
and students are encouraged to 
visit other galleries. 
Students will be expected to 
produce projects of work from 
their own starting point, topics 
or themes. This should show 
the ability to sustain an idea 
from an initial starting point to 
a realisation. This should show 
evidence of research where the 
candidate develops ideas that 
link their work in meaningful 
ways to related critical/
contextual materials and which 
shows exploration of materials, 
processes and the acquisition of 
techniques and skills.  
The aim is to achieve 
thoughtfully presented work 
and a personal approach  
is encouraged.  



‘After studying Biology at GCSE I         

never thought I’d be able to study it                 

for A-level. However, the teachers are  

so supportive and have given me so 

much guidance, I am now really  

excited to continue with the course!’ 

Year 13 Student 

 

BIOLOGY 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW 

A-level Biology is examined through end of course 

written exams which combine short and long answer 

questions, extended responses and an essay. 
 

 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Miss E S Houlihan 
EXAM BOARD:  AQA (7401) 
 
 

The programme of study will encompass a broad range 

of biological themes and phenomena with an emphasis 

on development of practical skills, and higher cognitive 

skills such as analysis, evaluation and synthesis.                 

The course should be of interest both to those who wish 

to pursue further study in the human biological 

sciences, and to those who intend to develop a broader 

perspective of the natural world. The department offers 

a comprehensive package of study support to help all 

students achieve their potential.  



‘We spent two weeks helping the  

coral research team CORESea on the island of  

Koh Phangan in the Gulf of Thailand. We took the 

diving skills we learned on our Year 13 biology 

expedition to Honduras and with our love of  

science & conservation we had the BEST time!’   

Former LGGS Student studying 

Zoology at Glasgow University 

 

The syllabus covers 8 key areas: 
 

1 Biological molecules  
2 Cells  
3 How organisms exchange substances with their   

environment  
4 Genetic information, variation and relationships    

between organisms  
5 Energy transfers in and between organisms  
6  Organisms respond to changes in their internal   
 and external environments  
7  Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems  
8  The control of gene expression 

Future Study Options                            
and Career Pathways  
   
 

A-level Biological Science,  
when studied in combination with 
complementary subjects, is a valuable  
supporting qualification for entry into 
Medical and Scientific degree courses 
or apprenticeships with an applied or 
therapeutic focus. These include 
medicine, dentistry, veterinary, 
pharmacology, microbiology, 
conservation and academic research. 
Our students’ results at A-level are  
among the best in the country. 
 

 

 

 

 

Extended Learning  
Opportunities  
for this Course  
 

 Veterinary Society 

 Medical Society 

 Dentistry Society 

 Biochemistry Society 

 Mentoring Biology Students 

 Visits to Lancaster University for 
practical extension 

 Field Trip to Lake District 

 Guest Speakers 

 Overseas Trip 

 British Biology Olympiad 

 Intermediate Biology Olympiad 
 

 

‘Biology is not an easy                        

subject at A-level, but                     

I had wonderful teachers who 

made every lesson interesting 

and unforgettable!’  

Year 13 Student 

 

 

 

 



‘Business has given me the opportunity to 

develop my understanding of the global 

issues and current world business affairs.  

It has helped me view businesses in a more 

critical light and so it has greatened my 

knowledge of the workplace and helped me 

in understanding future employment.’ 

Arwen, Year 13 Business Student 

BUSINESS  
 

COURSE INFORMATION   
The course is examined through three end of course               

written examinations. 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Miss J Clapham 

EXAM BOARD: AQA 

 

Business Studies was introduced to LGGS  

Sixth Form in 2020.  

The course is offered by the AQA exam board and  

is a valuable addition to the school curriculum. 

The syllabus provides an understanding of how 

businesses and managers operate.  

 

From communication, presentation and marketing  
skills through to understanding and defining target  
groups and use of  problem solving and analytics.  
You will also gain an appreciation of entrepreneurship 
skills, how to forge new relationships and widen your 
personal network of business contacts.  
 



Business Studies is offered at 
a range of universities  
and is a valuable course of 
study as it can be  
applied to a wide range of 
career opportunities.   

GCSE Requirements:  
Grade 6 GCSE English  
(to study A-level Business 
Studies) 

 
 

Business Studies A-level 
is examined through: 
 

Paper 1: Business 1 –  
A 2 hour written examination 
Questions Three compulsory 
sections: 
Section A has 15 multiple 
choice questions worth  
15 marks 
Section B has short answer  
questions worth 35 marks. 
Sections C and D have two 
essay questions (choice of one 
from two and one from two) 
worth 25 marks each. 
 

Paper 2: Business 2 -  
A 2 hour written examination 
Three data response compulsory 
questions worth approximately 
33 marks each and made up of 
three or four part questions. 
 

Paper 3: Business 3 -  
A 2 hour written examination 
One compulsory case study 
followed by approximately  
six questions. 
 
 

Subject content 

1 What is business? 
Understanding the nature and 
purpose of business, the 
different business forms and 
how businesses operate 

2 Managers, leadership and 
decision making. Understanding 
management and leadership, 

decision making in business and 
the role of stakeholders. 

3 Decision making to improve 
marketing performance: Setting 
marketing objectives, 
understanding markets and 
customers and making 
marketing decisions. 

4 Decision making to improve 
operational performance: 
Setting operational objectives, 
analysing operational 
performance and making 
decisions to improve 
performance. 

5 Decision making to improve 
financial performance: setting 
financial objectives, analysing 
financial performance and 
making financials decisions. 

6 Decision making to improve 
human resource performance: 
Setting human resources 
objectives, analysing human 
resources performance and 
making human resources 
decisions.   

7 Analysing the strategic 
position of a business: Mission, 
objectives and strategy, 
business SWOT analysis and 
analysing strategic options. 

8 Choosing strategic direction: 
strategic direction and strategic 
positioning. 

9 Strategic methods: how to 
pursue strategies: Assessing 
change in scale, assessing 
innovation, assessing 
internationalisation and 
assessing greater use of digital 
technology. 

10 Managing strategic change: 
Managing change, managing 
organisational culture, 
managing strategic 
implementation and problems 
with strategies and why  
they fail. 

Extended Learning Opportunities  

for this Course  
 Link to Lancaster University Management School 

(With the course being new for September 2020 we will further        

update this information during the coming academic year). 

 

Useful Links 

Women in Digital Empowerment:    www.wide.lu/ 

Business Woman of the Year:         www.bilbusinesswoman.com/  

‘Business has been a huge 
opportunity to engage with the 
world and current affairs. By 

being a new subject to the 
school curriculum it has been 

interesting to learn how 
leadership, management and 

decision making are essential to 
running a business, and I can 

apply my business studies to my 
other A-level subjects.’ 

Alice, Year 13 Business Student 

 

Business gives you skills and 
knowledge that will still be 
relevant after school life, 

whether that's creating your own 
business ideas, or a better 

understanding of your future 
employment. As a creative 

person, business studies give  
me options for successful future 

self-employment across  
the creative arts. 

Emily, Year 13  

Future Study Options                            

and Career Pathways    

The following are examples of just                      

some of the pathways this course would 

facilitate at university: 

 accountancy 

 advertising 

 banking, investment and financial 

services 

 general management 

 HR/personnel 

 management consultancy 

 public relations 

 retail management 

 sales and marketing. 
 

https://wide.lu/
https://bilbusinesswoman.com/


CHEMISTRY 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

The course is examined through end of course written 

exams which combine short and longer answer questions, 

as well as questions on practical technique and some 

multiple choice questions.  

 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs E Verney 

EXAM BOARD:  AQA   

 

If you would like to research the course further,                

the A-level Chemistry specification can be found on            

the AQA website, exam code 7405.  

‘I find Chemistry a little challenging 

sometimes but it gives me a drive to 

attain more knowledge and to 

understand a particular topic better.’ 

Year 13 student 



Future Study Options                            
and Career Pathways    
There is a diverse range of options 
available after studying an A-level               
in Chemistry. 

Some Upper Sixth Form students move 
on to study a degree in Medicine, 
Veterinary Science, Natural Sciences, 
Chemistry, Engineering or a related 
Science. 

Other students study A-level Chemistry 
teamed with a Language or a 
Humanities subject and then move on   
to university to study Law, Languages 
or an  Arts / Humanities degree. 

Apprenticeships, for example with 
EDF, are also a future option. 
 

 

Extended Learning  
Opportunities  
for this Course  
 Cambridge Chemistry Challenge 

Competition 

 Royal Society of Chemistry                    
Young Analyst’s Competition 

 Royal Society of Chemistry 
Olympiad 

 Mentoring of GCSE students 

 Links with Lancaster University 
Chemistry Department. 

 Trips (specific to the school year 
we are in) 

 
‘I chose chemistry because I want 

to study Medicine at University 

and also because I find it really 

interesting. It works well with 

Physics because there is a lot of 

crossover between the courses.                  

At the moment I am enjoying 

chemistry a lot - I love doing the 

practicals and although the theory 

is hard, it’s always interesting.  

For Year 11 students thinking of 

studying chemistry, I would say 

that it’s definitely not an easy 

subject but it is fun and interesting. 

If you put a bit of work in it’s 

really satisfying  and you  

learn a lot. I would definitely 

recommend it.’ 

Year 13 student 

 

LGGS PAST STUDENT NOW STUDYING 
CHEMISTRY AT NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY 
 

I just thought you would like to hear that since coming to 
university I have gained a few chemistry awards! I received a 
Kipping Scholarship for my first year mark of 85% and 
recently I have been awarded a BP prize of £1000 for my 
academic achievements to date. I'm loving studying Chemistry 
at Nottingham, even though it is extremely difficult and most 
lectures (especially quantum chemistry and spectroscopy) feel 
like they are delivered in a foreign language! I wouldn't be 
doing so well if it weren't for the great support I got from the 
LGGS Chemistry department.  
If you ever have anyone interested in studying chemistry feel 
free to pass on my email to encourage them. 

3.2.2 Group 2, the alkaline 
 earth metals 

3.2.3  Group 7(17),  
 the halogens 

3.3  Organic chemistry 

3.3.1 Introduction to organic  
 chemistry 

3.3.2 Alkanes 

3.3.3 Halogenoalkanes 

3.3.4 Alkenes 

3.3.5 Alcohols 

3.3.6 Organic analysis 

3.1  Physical chemistry 

3.1.1  Atomic structure 

3.1.2  Amount of substance 

3.1.3  Bonding 

3.1.4  Energetics 

3.1.5  Kinetics 

3.1.6  Chemical equilibria and  
 Le Chatelier's principle 

 Oxidation, reduction and 
 redox equations 

3.2  Inorganic chemistry 

3.2.1  Periodicity 

‘Studying A-level Chemistry at LGGS has proven  

to be incredibly engaging. The teachers are 

inexhaustibly supportive at every turn; offering after 

school help and constant assistance, and this coupled 

with the challenging yet ever-stimulating content of  

the course, makes Chemistry at LGGS a  

unique and unparalleled experience.’ 

Year 13 student 

In the Lower Sixth you will study the following topics: 



‘Knowledge of computing is becoming more and 

more important in our lives as everything becomes 

computerised. A-level Computer Science has 

allowed me to gain this knowledge which will be 

vital to the future, as well as allowing me to  

develop problem solving skills through coding.  

I enjoy Computer Science because it is amazing  

to see how the technology I have been watching 

develop throughout my life works.’  
Meghan, 2019 Leaver 

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE 
 
COURSE INFORMATION   
The course is examined through end of course               

written examinations and coursework. 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Miss J Clapham 

EXAM BOARD: AQA 

 

Computer Science is a well-established course offered by 

the AQA exam board. The subject is a valuable addition to 

the school curriculum as computer science is at the forefront 

of technology and innovation and is very relevant to our 

modern world. The syllabus covers a wealth of information 

from programming, object orientated programming, 

algorithms, Dijkstra's Algorithm software design and 

ethics to name but a few. 

In terms of choice of programming language, we make use 

of the Python programming language.                



‘A-level Computer Science explores the theory  

behind how the technology and software we all rely on 

functions as well as introducing new programming 

skills and techniques.  

When programming, the freedom you are given for 

your project allows you to design and create anything 

you want for whatever purpose you wish.  

This subject's prominence in almost all industries and 

its creativity is why I am aiming for a career in 

Computer Science.’   

Eleanor, 2020 Leaver 

Extended Learning Opportunities  

Future Study Options                            

and Career Pathways    
The following are examples of just                      

some of the pathways this course would 

facilitate at university: 

 Computer Science, 

 Software Engineering 

 Engineering 

 Artificial Intelligence 

 Computer Gaming 

 Computer Network Technology 

 Mathematics 

 

Alternatively:  

 Microsoft Accreditation 

 CISCO Accreditation 

 Apprenticeships 

 

 
 
 

 

 We have strong links with Lancaster University and work 

collaboratively with the Computer Science department in the 

InfoLab. We have also supported students in gaining valuable 

work experience in the area of Computing within local 

businesses. 

 The University of Manchester offer some interesting courses  

on Linux and other aspects of Computer Science. 

 Manchester Lit and Phil Society has historically been a source 

of interesting evening lectures on Computer Science. 

‘‘Computer Science is such a 
broad subject with so much to 

learn and with constant 
developments in 

industry, it means that there is 
always new information to 

discuss and learn about. I love 
its logical nature and the 
creativity and freedom it 
provides which is why I  

can’t wait to continue learning 
about this amazing subject  

at university.’  
Olivia, Year 13  

Computer Science Student 

It is a fantastic language for 
teaching students to program.   
It is modern and cleanly 
incorporates all of the 
features that students need to 
understand.  It is becoming 
increasingly popular in industry 
and at universities.  Whether or 
not it is the language you find 
yourself using, it gives a 
fantastic insight into the world 
of programming. Students are 
encouraged in install it at home, 
especially as Python is free. 
The main topics covered are: 
programming, software design, 
representing data, theory of 
Computation, number                   
bases including binary, 

representing data, the  
processor, computer hardware, 
the fetch execute cycle, 
assembly language, ethics, 
networks to name a few. 
Computer Science has 
increasingly become a focus.                 
In the UK, North America               
and Europe there  is an 
unprecedented skills shortage        
in this area.  Companies are 
looking for programmers but 
simply cannot find them. This 
field has been expanding at                   
a phenomenal rate: there has 
never been a better time to               
go into this field.   
A-level Computer Science is 
the first step. 



“Exploring a variety of acting skills 

adds diversity to the pieces we 

produce, and also increases my all 

round confidence as a person.” 

DRAMA  
& THEATRE STUDIES 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW 

The course is examined through an end of course 
written examination and practicals.  
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Ms Merril Sheen 
EXAM BOARD: AQA   
 

You may pick up Drama and Theatre Studies at              
A-level even if you have not studied it at GCSE. 
 

This course will enable you to develop your knowledge 
and understanding of theatre through the exploration of 
plays from different periods, theatre practitioners and 
styles of performance. 
 

The course is suitable for students wishing to pursue 
further study or employment in the Arts. It is also a 
popular choice for students wishing to develop 
confidence and teamwork skills to support applications 
to business and law degrees.  



FORMER STUDENTS OF THIS SUBJECT ARE … 

Imogen   European Theatre at Rose Bruford College 
 

Juliette   Drama at Manchester University 
 

Maya   English Language & Literature at Oxford University 
 

Georgia   Law at Bristol University 
 

Harleigh    Geography at Leeds University 

THE A-LEVEL IS DIVIDED INTO THREE UNITS: 
 

UNIT 1:  DRAMA AND THEATRE 
 

UNIT 2:  CREATING ORIGINAL DRAMA 
 

UNIT 3:  MAKING THEATRE   

In the practical components, you can choose to work as a 
performer OR a designer.  
(Lighting, sound, set, costume, puppets) 
 
 
UNIT 1:  DRAMA AND THEATRE (WRITTEN 40% ) 
 3 hour written exam 
 Study of TWO set plays 
 Live Theatre review essay 
 
UNIT 2:  CREATING ORIGINAL DRAMA 
(PRACTICAL 30%) 
 

 Creating devised Drama (2 > 6 in group) 
 Performance of devised piece (or design) 
 Devised piece influenced by practitioners (Brecht) 
 Working Notebook 
 Teacher marked / AQA moderated 
 
UNIT 3:   MAKING THEATRE (PRACTICAL 30% ) 
 

 Practical exploration of THREE extracts - each from  
 different plays 
 Extracts 1 & 2 - performed internally 
 Extract 3 - use the methodology of a practitioner 
 Extract 3 - performed in front of visiting examiner 
 REFLECTIVE REPORT - analyses all three extracts 
 

Future Study Options                            

and Career Pathways    

 University Drama & Performing 

Arts courses  

 Drama School 

 Musical Theatre 

 Internships 

 Scholarships  

 National Youth Theatre 

 

Extended Learning  

Opportunities  

for this Course  

 Theatre visits 

 Backstage tours 

 Post-show discussions 

 Workshops with visiting 

practitioners 

 London theatre trip 

 Running KS3 Dance/Drama clubs 

 

 

‘Studying theatre at LGGS has                    

given me the opportunity to 

improve  my confidence as a 

performer and public speaker, as 

well as the chance to enhance my 

knowledge of dramatic aspects.’ 

Georgia, former student  

Currently studying Law 

 

Pictured above: Ms Pardoe and LGGS Sixth Form  
students with Imogen, who returned to LGGS to  

talk about her experience of Drama school. 



 

‘It has given me a greater understanding  

of the world around me and the  

ways in which we communicate  

with one another.’ 

Year 13 Student 

ENGLISH  
LANGUAGE 
 
 

COURSE INFORMATION                                             
The course is examined through end of course written 

examinations and non-exam assessment. 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr J Grundy 

EXAM BOARD: AQA   

 

As Aldous Huxley once said, “Thanks to words, we have 

been able to rise above the brutes; and thanks to words, we 

have often sunk to the level of the demons”.  

We all rely on the English Language to carry out our day to 

day lives, but most of us are not aware of how much we 

manipulate, invent, destroy and develop our mother tongue 

every time that we speak, read, write and listen. By trying to 

understand the nature of language we ask fundamental 

questions about our own species; how we judge people 

socially through the way they communicate, how we 



Future Study Options                            
and Career Pathways    
 

Students of English Language are 
highly prized for their 
communications skills and               
analytical abilities.  

Because you are studying the thing 
that you will probably use the most 
whatever you do in life - your 
language - it easily complements         
any educational course that may 
follow and provides a new 
perspective on most professions.               
The most obvious career paths 
include working in the media 
(publishing, television, journalism), 
teaching and law, but the subject also 
enhances students’ job prospects in 
the leisure industries (travel, sports 
development, events management), 
sales and marketing, and many other 
areas of industry and education.  

Because of its scientific nature                      
A-level English Language can work 
alongside subjects such as 
Psychology and also some of the 
more traditional science subjects.  

construct our own identity 

through the language we use 

and how every person has their 

own unique language patterns.  

The course is ideal for people 

who have a real interest in  

the way language works as well 

as those who have enjoyed the 

creative writing aspect of 

GCSE English Language. 

The A-level English Language 

course covers a variety of 

aspects of linguistic study and 

offers the opportunity for 

analysis of the language that we 

use in many different areas of 

life as well as possibilities for 

creative writing. As a student 

you will get the chance to 

explore the study of English 

Language both as a medium of 

communication and as a topic 

in its own right, pursuing lines 

of enquiry, debating different 

views, and working 

independently to research 

aspects of language in use. 

Extended Learning 

Opportunities  

for this Course  
 
We are lucky to have excellent 

universities right on our doorstep; in 

the past couple of years we have been 

able to invite speakers from Lancaster 

University Linguistics department to 

come and talk to students on a variety 

of socio linguistic issues and also to 

take students to see key researchers 

such as David Crystal speak locally. 

The Linguistics Olympiad has also 

attracted many English Language 

students, especially those who                    

also study Modern Foreign  

Languages as well. 

‘Every lesson you learn something  
fascinating about the language you have been 

unconsciously using all your life.’ 

 2019 Leaver 

 

‘In English you look beyond words to  
understand texts and delve into the meaning  

and reasoning behind lexical choices.’ 
Year 13 Student 

COURSE INFORMATION   
There are two examined units and coursework in this                       
A-level.  
 

 

EXAMINED UNITS 
The AQA course involves two exams, both 2 hours 30 minutes 
long and both worth 40% of the total qualification: 
 

Paper 1:  Language the Individual and Society 
  This covers questions on analysing and comparing  
  texts from different eras and also a question on  
  children’s language development 
 

Paper 2:  Language Diversity and Change 
  This paper covers issues such as regional, national, 
  ethnic and global varieties of English. There is also a 
  data based question about how a writer presents  
  opinions and attitudes and a directed writing task. 
 

Coursework makes up 20%  of the overall qualification: 
 Language in Action. 
 A Language Investigation = 2000 words 
 Original writing and commentary = 1500 words 
 
 

What do I need to succeed at A level English Language? 

 An analytical mind and a real curiosity about our language 
 An interest in reading non-fiction texts as well as fiction 
 Creativity and imagination 
 A willingness to share your ideas in class discussion 
 The ability to write coherently and logically and structure 

your arguments carefully 
 Commitment and motivation  
 



ENGLISH  
LITERATURE 
 
 

COURSE INFORMATION   
The course is examined through end of course  
written examinations and non-exam assessment. 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr J Grundy 
EXAM BOARD: OCR  
 

If you have enjoyed exploring, analysing and discussing texts  
at GCSE and have a real love of reading, then A-level English 
Literature could well be for you. The course allows you to read 
widely and engage with a substantial selection of literary work, 
including drama, poetry and prose. You will get the chance to 
see how English Literature has developed over the course of 
history through studying literature from the 16th century such 
as Shakespeare, right through to modern works from the  
21st century. 
A-level English Literature allows you to develop a critical 
awareness and understanding of these different texts and 
understand the significance of cultural and historical context  
in shaping both a text and the reader’s response. The courses  
on offer enable you to become confident and skilled in using 
written English accurately to express your ideas and  
structure your arguments; an invaluable skill in many other  
A-level courses. 

 

‘I know when I am coming to                                  

English that I will be learning                                      

something new every lesson.’ 

Year 13 Student 



We work from the belief that 
no text exists in isolation but is 
the product of the time in 
which it was produced; English 
Literature A-level encourages 
students to explore the 
relationships that exist between 
texts both historically and 
generically, and to explore and 
the contexts within which texts 
are written, received and 
understood. 

 

All the courses that we have           
to choose from require similar 
skills and have a similar 
content.  

You can expect to study: 

 Hamlet  

 A selection of poetry from 
both pre and post 1900 for 
example Christina Rossetti 
and Carol Ann Duffy 

 Range of Gothic literature - 
Dracula, The Bloody 
Chamber, Frankenstein etc.  

All courses consist of 2 
examined units and a non-exam 
assessed unit. In the exams you 
will be asked to respond to 
texts that you have studied in 
detail, passage based questions, 
shorter essay questions and 
longer essay questions. 

There will be a coursework 
component in which there will 

be a comparative element in 
which the key texts are linked. 

 

What do I need to succeed at             
A-level English Literature? 
 

 Curiosity and an enquiring 
mind 

 A desire to explore what 
motivates and drives writers 
and their characters 

 An interest in the influences 
of historical context and 
genre on literature 

 The ability to write 
coherently and logically and 
structure your arguments 
carefully 

 A real love of reading and a 
desire to stretch yourself 
beyond the constraints of  
the curriculum. 

‘I loved studying English Literature in  
Sixth Form. The lessons were always fun, engaging  
and challenging; and the teachers were incredibly  

supportive. I enjoyed it so much that I decided  
to study it at University!’ 

Leaver 

Future Study Options                            
and Career Pathways 
    

A-level English Literature graduates 
can go on to study a myriad of 
courses at universities and the future 
career options are virtually limitless!  
If you choose to do a degree in 
English Literature you might go onto 
jobs in television, film, theatre, 
publishing, public relations and 
advertising, journalism, education 
(primary, secondary and tertiary), 
travel and tourism, events planning, 
retail management, the law and a 
variety of communication fields.  
 
Even if you don’t take the subject 
beyond Sixth Form, university 
admissions tutors love to see English 
Literature A-level on your UCAS 
form because it shows you know how 
to think for yourself; how to analyse  
a problem; how to write logically, 
clearly and in a well expressed way; 
and how to be open minded and 
flexible! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Extended Learning 
Opportunities  
for this Course  
 
 
English Society. The society meets 

regularly for both informal discussion 

and presentation from a wide variety 

of prestigious speakers. Previous 

talks have included  

‘Creative Writing’ and ‘Sparkly 

Vampire and the Gothic’ by  

Dr Catherine Spooner from Lancaster 

University as well as a visit from  

Dr Emma Smith from  

Hertford College, Oxford. 

 

We will always try to offer students 

the opportunity to see texts in 

performance where productions are 

available!  



‘Iceland was really great, seeing the 

juxtaposition of Ice and Fire was a 

really stimulating experience!’  

Year 13 Student  

GEOGRAPHY 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

The  course is examined through end of course written 
examinations with a variety of question types, multiple 
choice, short answer, levels marked responses and 
extended prose - but no essays. Along with these is an 
individual piece of coursework.                                                     
The first examination for this course was in 2018.  
 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr J M Haslam  
EXAM BOARD: AQA  
 

The geography course studies contemporary issues from 

across the physical and human disciplines within the subject. 

Students have the opportunity to consider their own roles, 

values and attitudes in relation to the themes and issues being 

studied. The outline is given below. 

A variety of teaching styles are employed including group 

and practical work, map/photograph analysis and 

interpretation, informal lecturing and extension seminars. 

Fieldwork is also integral to the course and visits take place  

in both years to a variety of locations. These are both 

educational and enjoyable and do include the opportunity to 

visit Iceland - a firm favourite! 

 



AQA A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY (7037): 
 
The AQA specification (7037) consists of 3 examined 
components: Component 1: Physical Geography  
Component 2: Human Geography 
Component 3: Geography fieldwork investigation 
 
Within each component there are core sections and several 
options, for example, in physical geography Component 1 
Section A has water and the carbon cycle as obligatory and 
thereafter Sections B and C have option choices.  
Similarly in human geography there are obligatory sections 
and choices.  See the AQA website for more details. 
 
Assessment  is in the form of written examinations of 2hour 
30min duration with a variety of question types, multiple 
choice, short answer, levels marked responses and extended 
prose - but no essays. Along with these is an individual piece 
of coursework of c.4,000 words, marked by a teacher and 
moderated by AQA.  
The first examination for this course was in 2018.  

‘Geography has been an ideal companion                         

subject to my other choices of the sciences.                             

The units on population studies and health have                        

really allowed me to see beyond the                                             

science of disease to recognize the complexities                           

of the modern world and the interaction  

between disciplines.  

This has been especially true recently with the issues 

surrounding outbreaks such as Ebola in  

various countries in Africa and beyond and their  

level of development and dependency on external  

organisations to help combat this disease.’ 

2019 Leaver 

 

FORMER STUDENTS OF THIS COURSE                    

ARE NOW STUDYING ...  
 

Geography at a variety of universities across the country. 

We have girls who have gone on to Oxbridge to study 

Earth Sciences, Durham for Geography, universities in 

Scotland and Wales to read the subject and even some 

studying Anthropology. There are also girls that are 

studying Geology and Geophysics at several excellent 

universities. On graduation these go on to work for a 

variety of organisations, including the BBC, Field Studies 

Council, the Environment Agency and even as scientists 

for the Ocean Drilling Program amongst others. 

Extended Learning  

Opportunities  

for this Course  
 

A Geography Society exists and is run 

by the Year 13 girls. They deliver 

talks themselves and have a series of 

external speakers throughout the year. 

Extension seminars are run for those 

in Year 13, these aim to look at a 

number of topics from perspectives 

normally reserved for undergraduates, 

this provides those attending with a 

challenging environment in which to 

develop their views and opinions on a 

range of fascinating topic areas, for 

example, 17th Century geopolitics               

as evidenced from the work of             

Daniel Defoe. 

 

 

Future Study Options                            

and Career Pathways  
   

Students enjoy the variety of 

disciplines studied within the course 

and can study Geography successfully 

at university along with related 

disciplines. A very wide range of 

careers are open to geographers.  

These include:  

 architecture 

 economics 

 accountancy 

 law  

Geography Society enrolment 



HISTORY 
COURSE INFORMATION   
There are two examined units and one piece of                    

non-exam assessment in this A-level.  
 

 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr H. Yearnshire 

EXAM BOARD: AQA 

 

Unit 1  Breadth Study:  

Spain in the Age of Discovery, 1469-1598 

80 marks, 40% of A-Level final grade 

 

Unit 2  Depth Study:  

Religious Conflict and the Church in England, c1529-1570 

80 marks, 40% of A-level final grade 
 

Unit 3  Historical Investigation:  

‘Heroes & Villains’ coursework 

3000 word essay. 

Students select their own historical hero or villain and 

period of 100+ years to study 

40 marks, 20% of A-level final grade 

 

 

“Studying History at A-level  

allows me to study the past in  

fascinating detail. The engaging and 

supportive method of teaching  

ensures that my history lessons  

are never dull.”   

Year 13 Student 

HISTORY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 



 Future Study Options 
and Career Pathways    
 

 

Many of our A-level historians go on             
to study History and other closely 
related subjects at some of the most 
prestigious universities in the country.  

In an average year, approximately         
15-20 students go on to study History, 
regularly making it the most popular 
UCAS course choice for LGGS 
students, and a further 10-15 read 
closely related disciplines such                      
as the Classics, Anthropology and 
Politics. Some examples of recent 
leavers include: 

 

Lynton Lees  
Head Girl, 2012-13 
History at Christchurch, Oxford, 
including a five month placement at 
Princeton (USA) after being selected to 
take part in the prestigious Oxford-
Princeton exchange programme. 
Currently completing a PhD in History 
at Columbia University, NYC  

Shona Taylor  
Deputy Head Girl, 2012-13,  
History at University College London  
and elected as President of the  
UCL History Society for 2014-15. 

Abigail Davies  
Head Girl, 2011-12,  
History at University College, Oxford. 

Bethany Parker 
President of LGGS History Society 
(2012-13), History at Sheffield 
University. 

Georgia Nield 
President of LGGS History Society 
(2013-14), History at York.  

Catherine Wilcock 
Secretary of LGGS History Society 
(2013-14), History at Merton College,  
Oxford University. 

Antonia Craven 
President of LGGS History Society  
(2015-16), History at St Peter’s, 
Oxford. 

Chloe Hayes 
Editor of ‘The Epoch’ (2013-14), 
History at Sidney Sussex College, 
Cambridge. 

Rachel Coombs 
Deputy Head Girl, 2016-17 
History at Corpus Christi, Cambridge 
University. 

Sorrel Fenelon 
Gap year followed by  
History at Downing College, 
Cambridge 2019. 

‘Although History requires quite a lot of hard work and can 

be challenging at times, I find that this makes the subject  

all the more enjoyable; if a subject doesn’t really test your 

academic ability and make you think, then it can quickly  

become boring. Teachers are fully committed to helping each 

student and always offer as much advice as they can. I think 

that this is a key reason why history continues to be popular 

at LGGS with many people I know, including myself!  I like 

many others am choosing to pursue the subject at university.’   

Niamh, LGGS A-level Alumnae 

 

“In depth teaching and lessons which encourage  

debate make studying history at LGGS an  

experience that surpasses all others.”   

Penny, 2019 Leaver 

LGGS HISTORY SOCIETY  
A large and diverse range of 
lectures and events offered 
throughout the year at 
lunchtimes and after school 
with an average of 10 -12 
visiting academics and speakers 
per school year. 
 
‘THE EPOCH’  
The in-house magazine of the 
LGGS History Society, written 
and produced by A-level 
Historians. 
COMPETITIONS 
Opportunities to take part in 
independent historical research, 
writing and essay competitions 
e.g. as offered by Oxbridge 
Colleges, with teacher 
mentoring and support. 
Lucy Huddleston ‘ 
Highly Commended’, Newnham 
College, Cambridge, History 
Prize Competition 2018,                    
Mia Bellouvere 2nd Prize  
Julia Wood Prize 2015,                                         
St Hugh’s College, Oxford. 
e.g. Anna Gatrell,  
‘Highly Commended’,  

Newham College,  
Cambridge, Woolf Essay 
Competition 2014,                   
Steph Clarke,  
Runner-up,  
R.A. Butler Prize 2013,  
Trinity College, Cambridge. 
 
HISTORY AT  
UNIVERSITY ‘Above & 
Beyond’, lunchtime seminars 
offered in the summer term of 
Year 12. 
 
TEST PREPARATIONS 
HAT AND CAT  
Test Preparation sessions  
during the autumn term 
 
DISCUSSION  
History & Politics student 
discussion group meets 
monthly 
 
RECENT VISITS  
2014 - ‘Wolf Hall’ at RSC, 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  
2016 - joint trip with the 
German Department to Berlin, 
Germany.  



MATHS  
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

This A-level is examined through three end of                   
course examinations. 
 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs A Wilcock 
EXAM BOARD: Edexcel 
 
Mathematics is a very popular subject at A-level, which is 

reflected by the fact that there are currently three groups in 

the lower sixth. It stands as a subject in its own right, but 

also combines very well with many other subjects. A lot of 

students who study other sciences, opt to study Maths.                    

It also combines well with a variety of other subjects, 

namely Psychology, Geography and Computer Science. 

However, there are also a lot of other students who opt to 

take this subject in combination with subjects such as 

History, Languages and English Literature. This latter 

combination provides a wider base for students who may 

seek to enhance skills such as analysis and problem solving, 

through studying mathematics. 

The new syllabus at A-level develops familiar ideas and 

concepts from GCSE, but also introduces new, yet very 

important techniques and methods in the subject. 

 

‘Mathematics is a great  

subject that combines well  

with almost anything. The teachers 

are really friendly and always                   

there to provide an explanation                

and support.’ 

Leaver 

 



Future Study Options                            

and Career Pathways    
 

There are a wide range of careers          

in which mathematics can play                 

a dominant role.  

 

Some of these include:   

 Accountancy 

 Banking 

 Technology 

 Medical science 

 Meteorology 

 Engineering 

 Teaching 

 Civil service 

 Research and the armed forces 

 

 

 

Extended Learning  

Opportunities for                  

this Course   

 

The department subscribes to two 

major ‘online’ resources which offer 

comprehensive coverage of the syllabus 

and provide a source of additional 

notes, lessons, examples and questions. 

Other opportunities include entrance  

for the Senior Maths Challenge, 

becoming a member of the school team 

for the national Senior Maths Team 

Challenge, and an opportunity to attend 

the annual Maths Inspiration lectures  

in Manchester. A variety of universities 

also offer residential courses in the 

lower sixth for a student wishing to    

gain insight to studying the subject  

at university.  

 

 

 

‘Maths develops your                    

ability to think in a logical 

The syllabus comprises of different topic areas within the 
subject. These are: 
 
1. Core Mathematics. This includes tr igonometry,    
 algebra and graphs. It is also referred to as    
 ‘Pure Mathematics’.  
 
2. Statistics. This includes probability and data analysis.  
 
2. Mechanics. This includes velocity, acceleration and forces. 
 
 
 
 

FORMER STUDENTS ARE NOW STUDYING ... 
 

At a wide range of universities pursuing degrees which cover  

the whole spectrum of subjects from mathematics and related 

areas, sciences, humanities, languages and arts. This has led 

them into a huge diversity of professions based in this country 

as well as abroad. 



‘Mathematics is a great  

subject that combines well  

with almost anything. The teachers 

are really friendly and always                   

there to provide an explanation                

and support.’ 

Year 13 Student 

FURTHER 

MATHS  
 
COURSE OVERVIEW 

This A-level is examined through four end of                   
year examinations. 

 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs A Wilcock  
EXAM BOARD:  Edexcel 

 

If you select this option it is likely that you will be wanting 
to study Engineering, Mathematics, Physics or Computer 
Science at university. However, many students study this 
option and pursue entirely different degree courses.  

This is a second A-level in the subject and must be taken 
with A-level maths. Both these subjects are taught over a 
two year period, but this option will count as two A-levels 
(along with ordinary maths). You will receive double the 
amount of maths lessons as you are studying two A-levels           
in the subject.  

As with ordinary A-level Maths, techniques and methods 
within the subject are developed further as well as 
introducing new aspects of the subject.  



Future Study Options                            

and Career Pathways    
There are a wide range of careers          

in which mathematics can play                 

a dominant role.  

 

Some of these include:   

 Accountancy 

 Banking 

 Technology 

 Medical science 

 Meteorology 

 Engineering 

 Teaching 

 Civil service 

 Research and the armed forces 
 

 

 
 

Extended Learning  

Opportunities  

for this Course  
 

The department subscribes to two major 

‘online’ resources which offer 

comprehensive coverage of the syllabus 

and provides a source of additional 

notes, lessons, examples and questions. 

Other opportunities include entrance for 

the Senior Maths Challenge, becoming 

a member of the school team for the 

national Senior Maths Team Challenge, 

and an opportunity to attend the annual 

Maths Inspiration lectures in 

Manchester.  

A variety of universities offer 

residential courses in the lower  sixth 

for a student wishing to gain insight to 

studying the subject at university.  

 

With an increased understanding in the 

subject it opens an increasing insight 

into modern applications of 

mathematics via reading, internet 

research and lectures. 

 

 

 
 

‘The skills I have learnt in                   

maths have helped me in my   

other subjects.’  

Year 13 Student. 
 

 

The area of Pure Maths is especially developed to a higher level. 
Part of the syllabus allows optional choices, which will be decided 
as the syllabus progresses and tailored to the strengths of                      
the group.  

With the subject now being studied in such detail, a growing 
awareness of Maths as a powerful tool of analysis and 
sophistication becomes apparent. This covers a wide diversity such 
as scientific modelling to detailed statistical analysis.  

 

 

 

‘The range of maths covered in the different topic areas  

has made me realise how versatile maths is.’ 

Year 13 Student. 
 

‘If you love maths you should definitely consider doing 

further maths.  It builds on everything you do in normal 

maths, but adds new and interesting concepts.’ 

2019 Leaver 

CURRENT STUDENTS OF THIS SUBJECT    

It would be expected that the students who study further 

mathematics would have other science subjects dominating 

their timetables. Obviously there are students who will also be 

studying Physics, Chemistry or Biology. However there is a 

very surprising richness in other subjects being studied at A-

level and these include French, Spanish, History, Art, English 

Literature and Physical Education. 



MODERN  
FOREIGN  
LANGUAGE 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

The course is examined through two end of course            

written exams and a speaking exam. 

 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Miss K Whitehouse 

EXAM BOARD: AQA   
 

We offer an A-level in French and Spanish. 
There are two written examinations at the end of the course 
testing listening, reading, translation skills and essay writing 
which account for 70% of the A-level.  There is also a speaking 
test accounting for 30% conducted by a visiting examiner 
between March and May at the end of the second year of study. 
The key topics fall into the categories of ‘Social Issues and 
Trends’ and ‘Political and Artistic Culture’, and incorporate the 
study of film and literature. Students also undertake an individual 
research topic as preparation for their oral exam on a subject of 
their choice related to a target language speaking country. 

“The range of topics we study as 
part of our Spanish course;  
the Mexican Revolution to  
immigration, underline the  
diversity and opportunities  
that come with studying a  

language at A-level.” 
 

2020 Leaver 

 
‘I'd say the best things about                        
doing a language at A-level is                      
the relaxed atmosphere of the              

lessons - a lot of the time we're free       
to discuss topics among ourselves                               

(in French, of course) and everyone  
chips in with ideas.  

The teachers are incredibly  
supportive and if they notice you're 
struggling they'll always help you 

get back on track.  
Doing the exchange is a brilliant 

idea - being totally immersed  
in another language and culture                  
is absolutely terrifying, but you             

learn so much in a week.’ 
 

Sarah 



FUTURE STUDY OPTIONS & CAREER PATHWAYS 
 

Language graduates are increasingly sought after and a foreign language, 

whether spoken fluently or conversationally, can give access to a much 

wider range of jobs in the UK and overseas. Using your languages at 

work doesn’t mean being just a teacher, translator or interpreter 

(although these jobs make for an extremely interesting career). The 

Independent recently featured an article on how languages can lead to a 

dream job from tennis tournaments to the wine industry! You can apply 

language skills in an enormous range of careers because communication 

is an employer’s number one requirement. Here are just some of the 

sectors where a degree in languages is considered a great asset: 

Business services, Central & Local Government, Construction-Creative 

and Media, Engineering, Event Management, Financial services, Hair 

and Beauty-Health, Medicine and Social Care, Land-based and 

Environmental, Law, Manufacturing -Marketing, Public services-Retail, 

Teaching-Technology and Computer Gaming, Translation and 

Interpreting, Travel and Tourism, Voluntary and Charitable sector. 

Languages are a popular choice at                

A-level and beyond for LGGS students, 

with many students choosing to take a 

language alongside another degree 

subject such as Law or Business, or even 

a year abroad in medicine.  Former pupils 

often continue in their studies of French, 

German and Spanish but also enjoy 

taking up new languages at university 

such as Russian, Arabic, Japanese, 

Italian, Portuguese and Polish. 

EXTENDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THIS COURSE 
 

In addition to classroom lessons, all pupils have 30 minutes / week 

speaking sessions in small groups with a native speaker to help bring 

their speaking skills up to speed. 

We have a successful, long-running exchange programmes for all 

Year 12 linguists should they wish to participate and also act as 

hosts to their partners for a return visit. 

Pupils are also encouraged to access our wealth of foreign language 

DVDs and literature in our languages resources room. 

There are ample opportunities for our linguists to hone their skills 

such as by acting as tutors to younger girls at LGGS. We have had 

great success in local and national competitions, including poetry 

and essay writing through Manchester Metropolitan University                     

and Lancaster University, the UK Linguistics Olympiad and                   

The University of Sheffield translation competition.  
 

“I remember being in Year 13 selecting 
my degree and thinking there's no way 
I'd be able to live in a foreign country 
for a year, but it happens and it's fine!  

I am currently working for Warner Bros 
Madrid in sales and marketing which I 
love. Madrid is such a nice city too, I'm 
still doing all the touristy things and 
finding my way around but I've met lots 
of nice people from all over the world 
and I think (hope) my Spanish is 
improving!”   

 

Beth, LGGS Leaver. (Studying 
International Management with  
MFL at Bath) 



 

FRENCH  
COURSE OVERVIEW 

TEACHER IN CHARGE OF FRENCH: Mrs B Bettsworth 

A-level French will take you far beyond GCSE and into the realms of film, 

music, art, culture, history and much more, all from a very French and 

francophone perspective. In Year 12 we study the film "La famille Bélier", 

exploring the themes and questions raised by a unique family and learning the 

songs from the film. We also consider the role of technology in daily life, both 

here and in francophone Africa.  

Year 13 brings thought-provoking topics such as migration    in Europe, the 

death penalty and our role as global citizens. Recent set works studied include 

the novels No et moi and Un Secret, and the films L'auberge espagnole and 

Entre les murs. The course is definitely challenging but ideal if you love 

speaking French and finding out about all things French.  

You even have the opportunity to do an individual project on a French  

topic of particular interest to you.  

SPANISH  

COURSE OVERVIEW 

TEACHER IN CHARGE OF SPANISH: Miss K Whitehouse 

Whether exploring the artwork of Frida Kahlo and Picasso, learning the 

preterite tense whilst singing along to Juanes and Shakira, discussing 

the dictatorships of Franco and Pinochet, or watching the Spanish 

equivalent of X Factor, the A -level topics provide us with lots of 

opportunity to access contemporary and historic Hispanic culture  

and to pique everyone’s curiosity!  

We delve deeply into the art and society of Spain and Mexico through 

our studies of Guillermo Del Toro’s critically acclaimed film ‘El 

Laberinto del Fauno’ and Laura Esquivel’s best selling novel ‘Como 

Agua Para Chocolate’ whilst also honing essay technique and 

developing the skills needed to speak spontaneously and fluently in  

any situation.  

 

“Taking an A-level language makes sense. Especially for maths and science students,  

it shows you can communicate and write essays too. It's fun.” 

Natalia 

“In languages you get to contribute every lesson in so many ways, and this, as well as the 

speaking sessions with a native speaker builds your confidence, not just in the language, but 

overall. If you have the slightest interest in languages or culture, study a language at A level."  

Francesca 



 

“Being able to watch a film or listen to music and call it revision is a bonus! Lessons are often in 

small classes, which makes them really fun, and of course the exchanges are just great - being able 

to use the skills you've learnt in class in a real-life context is such an amazing feeling.” 

2018 Leaver 

 

“Languages are definitely the best thing to study as you become friends with people                    

studying all sorts of languages and I have met plenty of people from many                                   

Hispanic/Lusophone countries!” 

Hannah LGGS Alumnae, studying Spanish and Portuguese at Nottingham 



‘A-level music has helped me focus, 

and crystallised my ambition  

for a career in music, and I can't  

wait to start that path at university  

in music production!' 

Elissa Logan, Year 13 student 

MUSIC 
 
 

COURSE INFORMATION   
The course is designed to allow learners to pursue 
their own musical interests. Learners develop skills 
in the three distinct but related disciplines of 
performing, composing and appraising, whilst having 
flexibility to specialise in either performing or 
composing. 
 
Head Of Department: Mr P Swannell 
Exam Board:  Eduqas   
 
 

The A-level Music specification enables students to 
extend their knowledge and understanding of music, 
to create and develop their own musical ideas and to 
demonstrate technical, interpretative and 
communication skills through performing music.  
 
 

THE COURSE IS DIVIDED INTO THREE  
SKILL-BASED COMPONENTS:  
 

1   Performing  (Non-examined assessment) 
2 Composing  (Non-examined assessment)) 
3 Appraising  (Written examination) 



{ 
{ 

COMPONENT 1     
PERFORMANCE 

Non-examined assessment - 
externally assessed by a  
visiting examiner: 
25% or 35% qualification 
The purpose of this component is 
to assess students’ performing 
skills in a solo and/or ensemble 
context. They are given the 
opportunity to rehearse and refine 
performances on their chosen 
instrument or voice, developing 
technical control, expression and 
interpretative skills. 
 

Assessment overview 
 A public performance of one or 

more pieces, performed as a 
recital.  

 Performance can be playing or 
singing solo, in an ensemble, 
improvising, or realising music 
using music technology.  

 The total performance time 
across all pieces must be a 
minimum of 4 mins.  
(25% option)  
or 8 mins. (35% option) 

 
COMPONENT 2   
COMPOSING 
Non-examined assessment:  
25% or 35% qualification 
Students will be encouraged to 
explore a range of compositional 
starting points and investigate a 
variety of techniques for 
developing and manipulating 
ideas. They will then turn their 
ideas into completed pieces of 
music. They will learn about the 
processes involved in creating 
music through developing the 
technical and expressive skills 
needed by a composer. 
 

Assessment overview 
 25% option - Two 

compositions, one of which 
must reflect the musical 
techniques and conventions 
associated with the Western 
Classical Tradition and be in 
response to a brief set by 
Eduqas. The second 
composition is a free 
composition and can be in any 

style or genre. 
 35% option - Three 

compositions, one of which 
must reflect the musical 
techniques and conventions 
associated with the Western 
Classical Tradition and be in 
response to a brief set by 
Eduqas. The second must 
reflect musical techniques and 

conventions from another 
Area of Study - e.g. Musical 
Theatre.  
The third composition is a 
free composition and can be 
in any style or genre. 

 
COMPONENT 3   
APPRAISING 
Written examination (2h 15m): 
40% of the qualification 
The purpose of this component is 
for students to develop their 
listening and appraising skills 
through the study of music across 
a variety of styles and genre. 
They cover THREE areas of study 
Area of Study A (compulsory):  
The Western Classical Tradition 
(The Development of the 
Symphony 1750-1900)  
Then ONE from each of the 
following groups: 
 

Area of study B:  
Rock and Pop  
Area of study C:  
Musical Theatre  
Area of study D: Jazz 
 
Area of study E:  

Into the 20th Century 
Area of study F:  
Into the 21st Century 
 

 

Assessment overview 
A written examination in which 
both familiar and unfamiliar 
extracts of music will be played 

 

Questions types include:  
1. Set work analysis with a score. 
2. Extended responses on wider 

context. 
3. Unprepared extracts of music 

with and without a score. 
4. Comparison questions. 

Extra Curricular 

 

 Student led society                           
(Music Council), trips and visits, 
online resources  

 A wealth of music groups including 
Orchestra, Choirs, Jazz Band, 
Concert Band and the Joint Schools’ 
Musical 

 Numerous performance 
opportunities throughout the year 

 Music Council  
 Regular visits to concerts  
 London West End Trip  
 Choir Exchange to                 

Wernigerode, Germany  
 Music Tours to European 

destinations such as Italy and 
Austria 

 Annual Music Festival  
 Annual Performing Arts Festival 
 

‘Music has given me the freedom to explore my  

creativity and develop my musical skills - I love it!’ 

Future Study Options                            

and Career Pathways    
 

Higher Education:  
 Degree in Music at University 
 Specialist Music Degree (usually 

performance-based) at a Music 
College or Conservatoire 

 Degrees in Music Education 
 Combining Music with another course 

(e.g. languages) is offered at some 
universities 
 

Jobs: 
 Performing: In addition to solo 

performance careers, there are 
performance opportunities in chamber 
music, folk, rock, and pop music, as 
well as free-lance concert and studio 
opportunities. 

 Composing 
 Teaching 
 Music Arts and Administration 
 Music Technology: i.e. Sound 

Engineering,  
 Music Production and Sound Design 
 Music Therapy 
 

 
 
 



PHYSICS 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

The course is examined through end of course written 

examinations incorporating multiple choice answers, 

shorter answers and lengthier written answers. 

 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs J Dale 

EXAM BOARD:  AQA   

 

If you are fascinated by the physical world, from the tiniest 

sub-atomic particles, to galaxies and black holes, then 

Physics is for you. Physics will make you ask lots of 

questions about the universe, and will help you develop  

the skills, understanding and knowledge to set about 

answering them. 

The course is very practical, and we use ICT extensively,  

for data-logging, modelling and research.  
 

‘Physics A-level allows you study the 

concepts which underpin everything we 

have learnt about at GCSE, as well as 

new and existing areas of physics such as 

the behavior of subatomic particles.  

It provides the knowledge and developed 

ability to think critically about why  

things work and is a helpful 

accompaniment to the study of other 

science subjects, maths and the social 

science humanity subjects.’ 

Leaver 

 

LGGS  
SIXTH  
FORM 



Future Study Options                            

and Career Pathways    
 

 Physics and Engineering degrees, 

provided you have also taken           

A-level Mathematics 

 Degrees in other sciences, including 

medicine 

 Degrees in non science subjects 

including architecture 

 Apprenticeships, especially in 

Engineering 
 

Lots of information on the wide range 

of careers open to those with Physics 

qualifications is available at: 
 

www.physics.org/careers   

 

 

Extended Learning  

Opportunities for this 

Course  
Extra-curricular opportunities generally 

include Particle Physics and 

Astrophysics Masterclasses at the 

university, and for some students,  

the chance to attend International 

Science Fairs and  Nuffield Placements.   

We also run weekly support / catch up 

sessions to help you to ensure you  

fulfil your potential. 
 

 

 

‘Studying A-level Physics has 

been a very interesting journey -

to have the opportunity to 

understand the fundamentals of 

the universe has been an 

incredibly rewarding experience 

and one I know will be invaluable 

in my future. Not only do we 

build upon GCSE knowledge, 

new and exciting concepts are 

introduced including particle 

physics.  The teachers are 

amazingly supportive and take 

the time to ensure you understand 

each topic. I would recommend 

this subject to anyone wanting to 

be able to understand the world 

around them.’  

Dona, Now studying  

Medicine at University. 
 

‘Studying Physics A-level is both interesting                           

and rewarding. The syllabus explores topics                     

studied at GCSE at a greater depth, as well as delving 

into exciting areas of physics ranging from                    

particles to astrophysics. The department is very 

friendly, the teachers are passionate and are                    

always happy to explain concepts you might not 

understand. There is a wide variety of                                 

extra-curricular activities available such as                    

attending physics related masterclasses, mentoring 

younger students or even doing a Nuffield Research 

Placement. I would definitely recommend studying 

Physics at A level to anyone who is interested in 

learning more about the subject.’  

Former student Kat,  

now studying Physics at University  

 
Former Students of Physics 

 

Our former students have successful careers in many fields 

beyond physics including medicine, engineering, accountancy, 

education, librarianship, scientific research, and science 

journalism. 

Physics provides a very good foundation not only for directly 

related careers such as scientific research and engineering, but is 

also well respected as preparation for careers such as the law and 

finance, because of the analytical, logical thinking it develops. 

The vast majority of our students win places at their chosen 

university, and several have won highly sought-after 

apprenticeships with EDF at Heysham Power Station and 

Electricity North West. 



‘Psychology, though challenging,  

is a great subject because it’s fun and 

interesting to study.  It relates and 

applies to everyday life and lessons 

are enjoyable; there’s lots of group 

discussion and the class interact  

well with each other.’  

2019 Leaver 

 

PSYCHOLOGY 
COURSE OVERVIEW 

All units comprise written examinations incorporating 
multiple choice answers, shorter answers and lengthier 
essay answers from the following subject areas. 
 

 

 Social Influence  
 Memory 
 Infant attachment 
 Psychopathology  (including disorders                                                        

such as OCD, phobias and depression) 
 Biopsychology (including the nervous system                                         

and functioning within the brain) 
 Research Methods 
 Cognition and development 
 Schizophrenia 
 Forensic Psychology 

   
Psychology students become highly numerate and trained in 
statistical techniques; become familiar with the methodology of 
scientific inquiry; develop a disciplined and questioning 
approach to issues; they learn to interpret data but they also 
grow to be skilled in communication, essay writing, team 
working and presentation.  

The nature of this knowledge is highly valued by employers and 



Extended Learning  
Opportunities  
for this Course  
We have close links with universities 
and researchers providing opportunities 
throughout the year for fascinating talks 
for Psychology students and those from 
other disciplines. 
 
We have a thriving Psychology Society. 

 
Future Study Options                            
and Career Pathways    
 

LGGS students who have taken  
A-Level Psychology have successfully 
gained places to study for degrees in 
disciplines such as Medicine, 
Neuroscience, Physiology, Nursing, 
Health Studies (including Child Care), 
Physiotherapy, Law, Social Work, 
Marketing and of course Psychology!   
 
 
 

Former Students of 
Psychology  
 

are now working in a variety of                          
fields including counselling, law,              
teaching etc. 
 
 
 

 
‘Psychology at LGGS  
provided me with inspiration                       
for my future career.’   
Laura Brown 
Cognitive Behaviour Therapist  
 

COURSE INFORMATION  

Psychology is the science of mind and behaviour.  
To study psychology you have to learn scientific methods: 
observing, measuring, testing plus using statistics to show that what 
you find is reliable  evidence and not just down to chance. 
  

However, psychologists do not simply collect evidence to explain 
people's behaviour; they use their understanding to help people 
with difficulties and bring about change for the better. For example, 
psychologists are concerned with practical problems such as: 
 

 How can we ease the effect of parental divorce on 
children? 

 How can the courts ensure that eyewitness testimony is 
reliable? 

 How should people act on a date  - what do others tend to                 
find attractive? 

 How can we help people overcome depression, stress or 
phobias? 

 How can governments promote peace between                           
warring nations? 

 How can we speed recovery from brain injury? 

 How can bosses stop strong leadership spilling over                         
into bullying? 

 How can teachers or lecturers ensure students are really 

learning? 

 How can humans best interface with computers? 

 

  

 PSYCHOLOGY 2019 RESULTS  

 

Grade LGGS     Similar Centres All AQA Centres 

A*  14%  9%   5% 

A*- A  27%  25%   17% 

A*- B  68%  57%   43%  

of natural interest to young 
people thinking of applying to 
university. Psychology students 
are more understanding of 
people with all their variations 
and divergences because they 
don't assume traditional, 
answers to the way people 
behave. They have more insight 
into behaviour. Such insight is 
regarded as invaluable in the 
current marketplace, where 
motivation of the workforce is 
seen as crucial to business 
success.  

 

Up to 85% of psychology 
undergraduates are women, 
who are often thought to be 
better than men in the                    
multi-tasking and "people 
skills" that employers now 

favour. 

 

More than 8,000 students 
graduate in psychology every 
year, but only a small 
proportion of those will go on 
to become chartered 
(professional) psychologists. 
Though the field of applied 
psychology is expanding - 
forensic, criminal and health 
psychology have joined the 
more traditional options of 
educational, occupational and 
clinical psychology - many 
more psychology graduates are 
employed by banks, 
accountancy and management 
consultancy firms and 
businesses of all kinds; they are 
often also drawn into human 
resource management.  
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