
Psychology at LGGS 

Psychology at LGGS aims to provide a vigorous and challenging curriculum. The subject 

delivers the course via a variety of methods, drawing on pedagogical theory employing 

learning and teaching techniques that have been rigorously tested through research-based 

enquiry and experience. Students will be expected to develop and demonstrate their skills as 

independent learners, and they be able to express these skills through challenging tasks 

both in and out of class. However, the students also have high levels of support and 

scaffolding throughout the course. 

The AQA Specification is followed which has proven to be clear, engaging and easy-to-use. 

This qualification introduces students to basic knowledge of all areas of psychology and it 

promotes the development of critical analysis, independent thinking and research skills. The 

AQA specification ensures that the topics have been updated so that they include the latest 

advances in the subject. The Specification also encourages students’ awareness and 

sensitivity to a range of factors that influence our behaviours, e.g., the structure of the brain, 

parenting or past traumatic experiences. Students will understand how a range of mental 

disorders are created, e.g., phobias and Schizophrenia, the effect these have on the 

individual, and appropriate treatments for them. They explore the reasons why individuals 

became complicit in significant incidents of the 20th century such as the Holocaust, how 

such acts can be committed and to reflect on whether these causes are biological or whether 

social pressures compel people to do such things. The course will allow students to evaluate 

a range of explanations for behaviour and to draw conclusions based on a through, informed 

evaluation of research in order to conclude which approaches they view as being the most 

insightful. Students will analyse the world and individuals around them in new ways, 

incorporating a variety of approaches. Learning is within a dynamic framework of discussion 

and debate and involves a high level of independent learning. By sharing enthusiasm for the 

subject and modelling the importance of reading and lifelong learning, students will be 

inspired to undertake their own research. This will, in turn, foster an environment for to 

develop self-mastery and engagement in self-regulated learning. Students will be supported 

by the provision of high-quality learning booklets, which balance the study of Psychology 

with the demands of high achievement in examinations. Frequent, low stakes tests such as 

Kahoot, oral quizzes at the beginning of lessons, weekly knowledge tests, independent 

learning tasks etc quickly test for understanding and gaps in knowledge, whilst more 

rigorous formal assessment takes place at the end of each unit, allowing clarity in 

progression. Any gaps/misunderstandings are quickly evident and targeted intervention 

employed, either holistically or on an individual basis. Students always very aware and 

motivated to seek assistance both formally and informally via their peers. 

Psychology A Level enables learners to:  

• Develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and 

how they relate to each other. 

• Develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and 

understanding of scientific methods. 

• Develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and 

problem-solving skills.  

• Develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an 

interest in further study and careers associated with the subject.  



• Understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the 

sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society.  

Half-
term 

Year 12: Content Rationale Year 13: 
Content 

Rationale 

1 Approaches Gives an 
overview of the 
whole course. 
Development of 
language used, 
interconnections 
between topics, 
critical thinking. 

Research 
Methods and 
Inferential Stats 

Development of RM 
from Year 12, link now 
to specific P2 Qus. 
Introduce Inferential 
Stats testing and link 
to P2 qus. 

2 Attachment Theories of 
attachment 
covered in 
Approaches and 
now developed. 
Application to life. 

Cognition and 
Development 

Traditional aspects 
with more 
contemporary 
research. Some 
elements covered in 
Year 12 topics. Useful 
in any Social Psy 
course. 

3 Biopsychology Development 
from approaches. 
Good contrast 
from 
Developmental 
Psy. 

Forensic 
Psychology 

Embedded in much 
traditional psy 
previously covered on 
the course and more 
specific Forensic 
material such as 
offender profiling. A 
requested and popular 
option. 

4 Social Influence Good time to 
contrast from 
other areas. More 
practical/relevant. 

Schizophrenia Embedded in other 
areas on the course 
and developed here. 
Close overlap with 
Psychopathology 
studied in Year 12. 

5 Memory Introduced in 
Approaches, now 
developed. 
Contrast to Social 
Psy. 

 Consolidation/revision. 
Review of each topic 
with clear emphasis 
on the examination. 

6 Psychopathology Abnormality good 
introduction to 
statistics and 
Research 
Methods. Three 
disorders studied 
with clear 
emphasis on the 
nature/nurture 
debate previously 
introduced in 
Approaches.   

 Consolidation/revision. 
Continuation with 
greater emphasis on 
independent 
study/practice with 
feedback. 

 


