PSYCHOLOGY
COURSE OVERVIEW
All units comprise written examinations incorporating
multiple choice answers, shorter answers and lengthier
essay answers from the following subject areas.






‘Psychology, though challenging,
is a great subject because it’s fun and
interesting to study. It relates and
applies to everyday life and lessons
are enjoyable; there’s lots of group
discussion and the class interact well
with each other.’
2019 Leaver






Social Influence
Memory
Infant attachment
Psychopathology (including disorders
such as OCD, phobias and depression)
Biopsychology (including the nervous system
and functioning within the brain)
Research Methods
Cognition and development
Schizophrenia
Forensic Psychology

Psychology students become highly numerate and trained in
statistical techniques; become familiar with the methodology of
scientific inquiry; develop a disciplined and questioning
approach to issues; they learn to interpret data but they also
grow to be skilled in communication, essay writing, team
working and presentation.

Extended Learning
Opportunities
for this Course
We have close links with universities
and researchers providing opportunities
throughout the year for fascinating talks
for Psychology students and those from
other disciplines.
We have a thriving Psychology Society.

COURSE INFORMATION
Psychology is the science of mind and behaviour.
To study psychology you have to learn scientific methods:
observing, measuring, testing plus using statistics to show that what
you find is reliable evidence and not just down to chance.
However, psychologists do not simply collect evidence to explain
people's behaviour; they use their understanding to help people
with difficulties and bring about change for the better. For example,
psychologists are concerned with practical problems such as:









Future Study Options
and Career Pathways
LGGS students who have taken
A-Level Psychology have successfully
gained places to study for degrees in
disciplines such as Medicine,
Neuroscience, Physiology, Nursing,
Health Studies (including Child Care),
Physiotherapy, Law, Social Work,
Marketing and of course Psychology!

Former Students of
Psychology
are now working in a variety of
fields including counselling, law,
teaching etc.

‘Psychology at LGGS
provided me with inspiration
for my future career.’
Laura Brown
Cognitive Behaviour Therapist



How can we ease the effect of parental divorce on
children?
How can the courts ensure that eyewitness testimony is
reliable?
How should people act on a date - what do others tend to
find attractive?
How can we help people overcome depression, stress or
phobias?
How can governments promote peace between
warring nations?
How can we speed recovery from brain injury?
How can bosses stop strong leadership spilling over
into bullying?
How can teachers or lecturers ensure students are really
learning?
How can humans best interface with computers?

The nature of this knowledge is
highly valued by employers
and of natural interest to young
people thinking of applying to
university. Psychology students
are more understanding of
people with all their variations
and divergences because they
don't assume traditional,
answers to the way people
behave. They have more insight
into behaviour. Such insight is
regarded as invaluable in the
current marketplace, where
motivation of the workforce is
seen as crucial to business
success.
Up to 85% of psychology
undergraduates are women,
who are often thought to be
better than men in the
multi-tasking and "people

skills" that employers now
favour.
More than 8,000 students
graduate in psychology every
year, but only a small
proportion of those will go on
to become chartered
(professional) psychologists.
Though the field of applied
psychology is expanding forensic, criminal and health
psychology have joined the
more traditional options of
educational, occupational and
clinical psychology - many
more psychology graduates are
employed by banks,
accountancy and management
consultancy firms and
businesses of all kinds; they are
often also drawn into human
resource management.

PSYCHOLOGY 2019 RESULTS
Grade
A*
A*- A
A*- B
A*- C

LGGS
14%
27%
68%
91%

Similar Centres
9%
25%
57%
85%

All AQA Centres
5%
17%
43%
71%

Comparison of LGGS Candidates’ Results with Similar Centres and All AQA Centres

