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I am pleased to share with you news of the Sixth Form Leadership Team for 2018-19. There are still             
plenty of other appointments for Year 12 students to take responsibility and lead in school.  I look  
forward to providing further updates in the next newsletter, when we will also be thanking our  
Year 13 students. 

Welcome to our spring term 

newsletter. Although the 

weather has not felt very spring 

like, it has been a busy and 

vibrant term in school.  

There have been so many 

highlights including the stunning 

performance of Les Misérables 

and the great fun we had in 

school for the Harry Potter Day.  

I was delighted that our work on 

building resilience has been 

recognised with the Prince’s 

Trust Leadership mark.  

We have started a number of 

new projects this term including 

all of Year 7 and 9 taking part in 

an important national survey on 

emotional wellbeing. This will 

inform national practice and will 

help us benchmark wellbeing at 

LGGS against other schools.  

We are also working towards the 

Rights Respecting Schools Award 

and a group of sixth formers are 

working with Northern Power 

Women on a new gender 

diversity programme. 

I hope your daughter has 

enjoyed the opportunities to be 

involved in school life and make 

the most of the activities and 

events on offer at LGGS.  

 

Mrs J Cahalin,  
Headteacher 



GOLDEN GIRLS  

DUKE of EDINBURGH GOLD AWARD   

CONGRATULATIONS   

Seventeen Gold awardees have been invited to 

Buckingham Palace this year, many of which are 

former students who have left LGGS within the  

past two years, including Rosie Bradshaw, who 

made it just before turning 25! 
 

This year we have two students, Megan Bird and 

Sruthi Rajakarier who have completed their Gold 

before finishing Year 13 which  

is quite an achievement and  

they have also been invited to 

Buckingham Palace to receive 

their Awards. Congratulations 

also to Marianne Rees and  

Katie Gaskell who have 

completed and have also been 

awarded their Gold.   

Mrs K Shaw 

 

Games Captain  Saskia Rudge-Thompson 
 

Deputy Games Captains  Aimee Banks Swimming Ambassador 
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  Hannah North  Coaching and Mentoring Ambassador  
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Netball Ambassadors  Nikhita Luthra & Megan Boocock 
 

Athletics and Running Ambassador  Daisy Hollister 
 

Year 7 Sports Ambassadors  Eva Carroll  

  Esme Morgan  
 

Sixth from Sports Ambassador  Rebecca Cole  
 

SIXTH FORM HOUSE TEAMS   To be announced in our next Newsletter 

Sixth Form Sports Leadership Team 2018-19 



The Music Departments of LGGS and 
LRGS would like to invite you to take part 
in our Spring Choral Concert. 
The concert will feature excerpts from 
Bach’s St John Passion and takes place at 
7.30pm on Thursday 10th May at 
Lancaster Priory. 
If you would like to be involved,  
rehearsals start at 7pm on Wednesday 11 
April, at LRGS Music Department - more 
details may be found on the  
News section of our websites.  
If you would rather be in the audience, 
tickets will be on sale soon priced £6 and 
£4 (from both schools) or on the door. 

Young Musician of the Year 2018  

Congratulations to all of our amazing Joint Grammar students 
and to the staff who have guided and supported them on this 
journey.  You have created a piece of theatre you can all be 
extremely proud of and I am sure one that will be remembered 
for years. It has been a truly collaborative effort with students 
involved in every single aspect of the production, whether it be 
one of the lead roles or selling programmes. The comments and 
feedback from the audiences have been unbelievable. As well as 
the lavish praise about the singing, acting, orchestra and 
technical aspects of the show, many have said that our unique setting of the Les Misérables story has 
allowed them to see it in a different light and learn something new - considering how many versions of this 
iconic show there are, this is probably the biggest compliment we could receive! 
It is also the youngest cast I have worked with at LGGS, with a number of Year 10 and two Year 8 girls cast 
in lead roles. The way the older and younger members of the cast have worked with and supported each 
other through the demanding rehearsal process has been phenomenal. 
We are all extremely proud of your hard work, sacrifice and professionalism. It has been an absolute 
pleasure working with you all.  Mr P Swannell 

Les Misérables … Thank you 

The Young Musician of the Year 2018 competition is now 
underway with the first rounds of our annual celebration of 
musical talent. Mr Swannell and the Music Council have been 
treated to fantastic performances from Key Stage 3 students. 
After Easter, we are looking forward to hearing from the upper 
school as well as students who will have progressed to the next 
round - the competition will culminate in the Grand Final.  
The standard is higher than ever and we are expecting this to be 
the best competition yet!  Siobhan Waters, Year 13 

MUSIC 

Joint Grammar Concert at The Priory 



After being abandoned by her 
daughter’s father, Fantine is 
forced to look after their child, 
Cosette, alone.  
Working in Valjean’s factory, a 
fellow worker snatches a letter 
Fantine received from the 
Thenardiers, requesting more 
money for looking after Cosette. 
The worker immediately assumes 
she’s using prostitution to pay her 
debts. Although Valjean witnesses 
this, he leaves it to be dealt with 
by his bitter foreman, who fires  
Fantine as she had previously 
rejected his advances. 
Fantine is eventually driven to 
prostitution in order to save 
Cosette which then leads to her 
arrest by Javert. However Valjean 
sympathises and is ridden with 
guilt after leaving Fantine to be 

fired and pledges to take care of 
Cosette after Fantine passes away. 
 
I was inspired greatly by both 
Anne Hathaway’s interpretation 
within the film version, but also 
the portrayal of Fantine in the 
West End production which I saw 
last year. 
Fantine has been an extremely 
challenging role and I couldn’t be 
more grateful to the amazing 
production team who have 
advised and encouraged me along 
the way. The guidance of all the 
fantastic and extremely patient 
teachers in both singing and 
acting, has helped me grow as a 
performer.  
I’ve always loved performing and 
have had roles in the past in 
musical theatre. My experience in 

these roles along with the National 
Youth Theatre and singing lessons 
with Tracie Penwarden have all 

Les Misérables 

This year’s choice for the LGGS & LRGS joint musical was the classic, Les Misérables. The quintessential 
production was converted into a timeless ensemble and the challenge and sheer scale of the musical was 
tackled spectacularly. I was lucky enough to witness the tenacity and determination of the students and 
teachers alike, whilst, the amount of effort paid to each detail was admirable.  
The production was a breath of fresh air and truly expressed the innovation and creativity of LGGS & LRGS. 
Mrs Lamb, our incredible stage manager, stated ‘the contributions that were brought to the table, 
showcased the best in all of our talented young people’.   
The entire production team worked tirelessly and backstage manager, Tom Small, commented that ‘what 
stood out the most was the community and team spirit’ whilst Kate Bowskill, who played the emotional 
role of Fantine, said ‘the talent of the directors, orchestra, cast and crew was unbelievable. Everyone 
involved showed dedication and passion which made this production amazing’.  Bella Rushi, Year 12   

JOINT GRAMMAR MUSICAL 



helped me prepare for the role. 
Les Mis’ has also been the most 
enjoyable production to be in, 
mainly because of the close 
friendships I have formed with 
other cast members and the team. 
It has been a pleasure to perform 
and work with such a talented 
group of people and we were all 
very excited when show week 
came around! Kate Bowskill  
 
I played the role of Eponine in our 
joint school musical, and my 
influences on the character were 
Samantha Barks, who plays my 
character in the 2012 movie, and 
Karis Jack, who played my 
character in the West End 
production, which I went to see  
last year. I have had experience in 
being a cast member of musicals, 
because in my first three years             
at LGGS, I took part in the 
Performing Art Festival’s pocket 
musical.  
Les Misérables has been my        
favourite musical since I saw it and 
became obsessed, and listened to 
the soundtrack every day for 
about two years! So, as you can 
imagine, I was utterly ecstatic to 
find out we were going to be 
performing it jointly with LRGS, 
and that I had a chance to play 
Eponine! I was overjoyed and 
surprised when I saw that I had 
been cast as my favourite 
character. 
Based on the novel by Victor 
Hugo, Les Misérables travels with 
prisoner-on-parole, 24601, Jean 
Valjean, as he runs from the 
ruthless Inspector Javert on a 

journey through France, at the 
centre of the June Rebellion 
(which would eventually lead to 
the French revolution). 
Meanwhile, the life of a working 
class girl with a child is at a turning 
point as she turns to prostitution 
to pay money to the evil 
innkeeper and his wife who look 
after her child, Cosette. Valjean 
promises to take care of the child, 
called Cosette, who, 8 years later, 
falls in love with Marius who is a 
student of the rebellion, but 
Eponine, a girl of the streets is also 
in love with Marius and despite 
her own feelings helps him to 
contact Cosette. The people sing 
of their anger and Enjolras leads 
the students to fight upon the 
barricades. 
The fact that we are doing a 
contemporary twist on the musical 
was definitely interesting and 
exciting in that I got to view the 
show from a different perspective 
as well as act  
and sing in it. 
The whole experience has been 
unforgettable, incredibly fun, and 

a massive learning curve for me - 
I’ve learnt the true value of 
teamwork and perseverance.  
All the cast are so incredibly 
talented - I feel humbled to do 
what I love alongside some of my 
best friends, and some new 
friends which I have made. I’ll 
definitely be sad now Les 
Misérables has ended - it’s been a 
huge part of my life for the past 
few months and I’ll have no idea 
what to do with myself 
afterwards! I think a gigantic thank
- you is necessary for  
Mr Swannell, the Head of LGGS 
Music and the organiser of the 
faultless orchestra as well as 
singing coach to all the main cast, 
Miss Lamb, the person who has 
managed this whole, fantastic 
show, Mrs Gibson, the immensely 
talented and kind choreographer 
of the entire musical, and Ms 
Owens, the Head of Drama at 
LRGS and brilliant acting co-
ordinator for the cast. All of these 
teachers have created a 
masterpiece, which I’m proud to 
be a part of. Hania Haq 
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We are delighted to have 

achieved the prestigious 

Leadership Mark, from the 

Prince's Trust Teaching Institute, 

for our work on building 

resilience in our students.  

The Leadership Mark is the result 

of a three year, well-being 

project, that involved 

collaborative work between 

LGGS staff members, students, 

other local schools and The 

Youth Sport Trust.  

 

The findings of the project show 

how we might equip students 

with 'life skills' so that they leave 

LGGS as high achieving, happy 

and healthy individuals. Many 

individual teachers contributed 

to the project, by conducting 

action research in their 

classrooms, and there have been 

numerous positive impacts. We 

have seen increased self-esteem 

in our students, outstanding 

attendance figures and some 

superb examination results in the 

2017 season. Moreover, our Sixth 

Formers, who left us last 

summer, have shown that they 

have the confidence to be who 

they want to be in the world by 

taking up places at over 89 

different courses. This is in 

addition to students who may 

have made gap year plans or 

taken up apprenticeships or 

employment.  

Ms Pardoe presented the 

findings of our project to a 

representative of the Prince's 

Trust in London and we were 

commended for offering valuable 

research material to other 

schools who may wish to support 

high-achieving students to fulfil 

their potential in a healthy and 

balanced way.  

We now look forward to building 

on the project by making a bid to 

become a UNICEF Rights 

Respecting School. 

We are delighted to have achieved the prestigious Prince’s 
Teaching Institute Leadership Programme Mark ... 

LGGS gains Leadership Award 



Students Emery Beckford,  

Emma Chandler and  

Elizabeth Fearnhead were invited 

to the Department of Computer 

Science at the University of 

Oxford as finalists in a UK-wide 

computing competition - The UK 

BEBRAS Computational Thinking 

Challenge. 

Reaching the final of the Elite and 

Intermediate age groups is an 

impressive achievement, 

especially as 71,146 students 

entered the first round for the 

age group (12 - 14). Emery,  

Emma and Elizabeth were among 

the top 60 highest achieving 

students invited to the final 

round in their age group, and 

were presented with their 

finalist’s certificates at a prize 

giving ceremony at Hertford 

College. 

The UK BEBRAS Computational 

Thinking Challenge, supported by 

Google, is designed to get 

students excited about 

computing and computational 

thinking. It is a problem-solving 

contest with questions inspired 

by topics in computer science.  

In the first round, which was held 

in school, students have to try 

and solve as many problems as 

possible in the allotted time.  

We are extremely proud of 

Emery, Emma and Elizabeth and 

look forward to continued 

success as many more students 

will take part in the next round  

of BEBRAS  during March. 

J Clapham, Head of Computing 

  

 

COMPETITION 

Oxford BEBRAS  

Competition 



The exam period is fast approaching and I would 
like to make you aware of the ‘Exam  
Information’ area of the school’s website which 
is located at: 
LGGS Home Page > Academic > Exam Information 
You will find Exam timetables, a handbook and  
contact details, should you have any exam  
related queries. 
Mr Foster, Examinations Officer 

LGGS & LRGS  

Marching ahead 
The Combined Cadet Force (CCF) Royal Air Force (RAF) meet each week after school at LRGS.  
There are many advantages to being part of the CCF community, including flying, competing in national 
challenges or attending residentials - an opportunity to meet fellow school cadets from across the UK. 
 

Besides the valuable skills you acquire, which include leadership, teamwork and self-discipline, it also gives 
cadets an opportunity to apply for promotion, valuable experience when preparing for university or 
future employment interviews. 
Well done to the Lancaster Grammar schools CCF (RAF) section who competed in the ScotNINE Regional Air 
Squadron Trophy Competition which was held during February at Inskip. Our team came an impressive third 
overall out of 12 national teams! 
This result now means that we are able to progress to the next tier of the competition, the CCF Royal Air 
Squadron Trophy Final Competition which was due to take place at Halton Camp on the 4th March but 
unfortunately, due to very cold weather conditions, this has now been postponed to May.  
Pilot Officer Williams 

 
Congratulations to Frances Ashton, Faith Anderson and Ellie Bainbridge who have secured   
valuable work placement opportunities at The Dukes Theatre, Lancaster during July.   
The students will be given an opportunity to learn about the work behind the scenes from 
technical, creative and publicity tasks to fundraising and theatre performance.  
We wish them well with this wonderful experience.  Ms M Sheen, Head of Drama. 

International Girl Guide Camp Selection 
 

Many congratulations to Year 10 pupil  

Rosie Wright who has  been selected to  

represent Lancashire, North West and  

Girlguiding North West England at an  

International Girl Guide Camp in Malaysia, 

‘Impact 2018’ at Easter. Rosie has shown 

great commitment in terms of the necessary  

preparation and fundraising required. She 

will experience two days of home hospitality 

with a Malaysian family  as well as taking part 

in traditional activities , sports and  

community service projects. 

 

COMPETITION 



 
Platform 93/4 appearing in our 
Atrium, owls flying across the 
Main Hall and perched on 
library shelves, newspapers 
headlining a recent 'Escape 
from Azkaban'! 
Friday 23rd February took off 
to a flying start at LGGS with a 
Hogwarts themed day 
celebrating 20 years of the 
amazing Harry Potter books. 
Students and staff dressed up 
as characters from the popular 
stories, events were organised 
including a giant Potter Trivia 
Quiz, Niffler Treasure Hunt, 
Hogwart’s photo booth and a 
Harry Potter Cake Decorating 
Competition - won  
by Izzy Woodhouse and  
Isobel Pringle. Everyone who 
entered the cake competition 
received a prize of a book, 
presented to the girls by  
LGGS’ Governor,  
Mrs Alison Whitaker.  
With magic, the cakes were 
soon turned to crumbs after a 
lunchtime charity cake sale 
organised by the girls. 
The day was topped off by a 
visit from Matt Killeen, author 
of 'Orphan Monster Spy', a 
debut novel that is one of the 
most anticipated of 2018!   
The novel is a heart-pounding 

thriller that is both topical  
and timely. Set in 1939, it 
focuses on Sarah, a  
fair-haired, blue-eyed Jewish 
girl of 15 who, once given a 
new identity is sent on a 
resistance mission to a school 
for the daughters of senior  
Nazi officials.  
All proceeds from the mufti day 
will go to JK Rowling’s charity, 
LUMOS, which aims to help 
children in care, throughout 
the world.  
We hope you all enjoyed  
the day as much as we did.  
Mrs K Edge and Ms C Perry. 

 
‘The quiz was really fun  
to take part in and to see  
the transformation of the 
school into Hogwarts was 
unreal and, for me, the best 
part was seeing all of the 
teachers dress up as  
characters from the books!’ 
Karishma Parekh, Year 8 

Harry Potter Day 
LIBRARY EVENT 

NIFFLER TREASURE HUNT  
 Bethia Taylor (8.5)   
                    
BOOKMARK WINNERS  
(plus runner up) 
Year 7  Anna Rokicka (7.4)          
 Olivia Emsley (7.2) 
Year 8  Grace Ip (8.3)   
 Ruby Gibbie (8.2) 
Year 9    Flo Holdsworth (9K)           
 Robyn Lund (9L) 
 

FANCY DRESS COSTUME 
Year 7 Lali Atherton      
Year 8   Lily O’sullivan                     
Year 9   Emma Chandler  
Year 10 Suzanna Anscombe                        
6th Form Rosie Mills    
                        
BEST DRESSED FORM: 7.2    



 

This year’s ski trip saw 43 girls 

and five staff head back to our 

favourite spot, Pila, in the Aosta 

Valley area of the Italian Alps. 

Over half the group were 

complete beginners with the 

rest made up of intermediates 

and a sprinkling of experts. 

Over the course of the week the 

girls’ talents shone, with many 

gaining merits and distinctions in 

their ski levels.  Mrs K Edge 

  

After a painful 24 hour coach 

drive we finally arrived in the 

Aosta Valley. We got our boots, 

skis and poles fitted, then headed 

back to the hotel to eat before 

having an early night, ready to hit 

the slopes the next day. We woke 

up (too) early, and headed off to 

pick up our skis, and finally met 

our instructors. We had a great 

day of skiing, followed by tea in a 

lovely pizza restaurant. On 

Tuesday morning, we were 

excited to ski again and it 

definitely didn’t disappoint. We 

had a fun time at the disco that 

night, and the music was great. 

After skiing on Wednesday we 

went tubing, which was amazing. 

Thursday brought about a few 

injuries, but we still had a lot of 

fun at the presentation evening 

that night. By Friday we were all 

tired, but very sad to leave. 

Despite the many injuries, it was 

a great trip! Millie Jones, Year 12 

Skiing in Pila   

SCHOOL TRIP 

This years ski trip was an amazing experience for everyone who went: experiencing new culture and tak-

ing part in a sport that isn’t presented to you everyday. Fortunately the snow was great (hence good 

skiing) and all the ‘après-ski’ activities were still fun however tired we were!! They included pizza night, 

the disco, tubing and finally presentation evening which consisted of us getting awarded and celebrating 

our past 4 days of skiing. 

What I found to be the best part of the ski trip as a whole was the way everyone bonded and got in-

volved with high spirits. Injuries aside, I’d say it was one of the most phenomenal trips LGGS   puts on!  

I loved it and am definitely planning going again in future years! Miranda Rushi, Year 10 



Year 12 students attended 
lunchtime lectures during the 
Autumn Term and were later 
given the opportunity to 
submit a 1000 word essay 
competition. 
The competition was part of 
the Year 12’s 'Love Learning' 
project which aims to 
encourage students to extend 
their learning beyond their  
A-levels whilst also giving staff 
the opportunity to share with 
the students their passions 
and interests. 
 
Please find below extracts 
from the winning entries.   
 
Bronze Award  
Grace Pollard 
‘Culturally, we lost many 
great writers, actors and 
musicians in 2016.   
Write about someone who 
you will miss.’ 
Even in the context of these 
struggles, Carrie Fisher was 
unique in her unembellished, 
accessible sincerity concerning 
her bipolar disorder - a rarity 
even now. This openness, I 
believe, helped dismantle 
negative stereotypes towards 
a commonly faced tyranny, 
within a period of its 
suppression. Yet, even now, 
we have far to go to continue 
to do so. M J Johnston, an 
author and expert, said that 
those with mental illnesses 
are “among the most 
stigmitized” and 
“discriminated against …
members of our society”. 

Carrie Fisher, meanwhile, had 
the bravery to embrace every 
aspect of herself and stood 
defiantly vulnerable to do so.  
I hope to emulate such a 
sincerity in conduct, but I shall 
miss the presence of it in her. 
Her possession of such a 
confidence and acceptance of 
her flaws and weaknesses, 
and the subsequent lack of it 
now she has gone, makes me 
miss her endlessly. To face the 
fact that I will never again 
hear her wisdom, gained over 
too-short-a-life, is certainly 
hard to bear.   
 
Silver Award  
Imogen Royce 
How should we decide which 
species to prioritise for 
conservation? 
Every living thing relies on a 
habitat to live in, providing it 
with nutrients, shelter, safety 
and the opportunity for 
reproduction. Without the 
habitat, what can survive? The 

loss of these habitats has 
caused the well known 
extinction of the dodo, and is 
causing the extreme 
endangerment of the West 
African Black Rhino and the 
Siberian tiger. In conservation 
terms, the main species within 
these vital habitats is known 
as the keystone species. 
Therefore, I think that the 
keystone species is the 
highest priority group when 
considering conservation. 
Publicised on the news 
regularly is the damage 
occurring to the Great Barrier 
Reef off the coast of Australia 
in the Pacific Ocean. This is 
from excess tourism damaging 
the coral reef structure by 
wakes of boats destroying the 
corals and plastic pollution 
filling the water. It is also from 
action caused by global 
warming such as the coral 
bleaching – where all the 
colour, nutrients and life is 
bleached out of the coral 

L   ve Learning 
COMPETITION 



leaving it as a barren habitat. 
If measures were put in place 
to ensure top priority 
protection for the reef and 
coral, then all other species 
that depend on it would 
return, and overall many 
species would be saved. 
Nutrients would return, more 
life would congregate there 
and a whole ecosystem would 
be secure from extinction. 
 
Gold Award  
Maddie Whittaker 
‘I believe that the rights of 
women and girls is the 
unfinished business of the 
21st Century.’ (Hillary 
Clinton) Do you concur? 
Clinton argues women and 
girls do not have the full rights 
for which they should be justly 
entitled to, and I could not be 
more determinedly in 
agreement. The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
was adopted by the United 
Nations in 1948, and it is a 
document that details the 
basic rights and freedoms to 
which all human beings are 

entitled. In 2013, when a  
15-year-old rape victim was 
sentenced to 100 lashes in the 
Maldives, this caused a public 
outcry. It sparked a 
movement which threatened 
to devastate the Maldives 
tourist industry, and thus 
resulted in the President 
overturning the sentence  
due to International 
pressures. A victory it  
seemed, but in the whole 
picture, possibly more 
accurately described as a 
minute and reluctant 
concession. This girl is not 
alone, and this event could be 
described as a travesty to the 
plethora of other faceless 
victims whose story hasn’t 
been pushed into the 
spotlight. However, this case 
is useful as it serves to 
highlight awareness of 
women’s rights abuses, and 
shows that whilst the de jure 
situation would suggest our 
world is one of equality, the 
de facto situation is one in 
which women’s rights are 
violated constantly. Women 

face overt bias in an extremely 
patriarchal society, and the 
vast majority of structural 
gender inequality; socially, 
professionally, politically, and 
economically, is 
disproportionately endured  
by women. 
Women’s rights are not being 
met and change is needed. In 
order to achieve equality, 
women need to be aware of 
these problems. In a society 
where inequality is ignored 
and denied, progressive 
change is needed to stop the 
very gendered oppression 
primarily affecting women 
that needs to be tackled. We 
need to end explaining 
discrimination as Mary Beard 
described as a “simple 
diagnosis of misogyny which 
we tend a bit lazily to fall back 
on,” and consider the wider 
picture when we study 
discrimination. This revolution 
is personal and it should be 
made a priority by all women 
as it is contingent on support 
and people feeling strong 
enough to speak out.  

I chose to base my essay on the conservation question as it had links to my EPQ topic  
and also because conservation appears to be extremely controversial topic at present, which 
was recently highlighted by David Attenborough's The Blue Planet series.  Imogen 
 
The ‘Love Learning’ competition allowed me to explore an area of my own interest and 
I chose Carrie Fisher, considered an iconic figure. It was great to have a focus and an 
opportunity to research and write about her life.  Grace 
 
The essay competition not only gave me a chance to learn more about an area I am 
extremely interested in but also helped to develop my writing skills.  Maddie 

COMPETITION 



LGGS Religious Studies 
Department hosted a 
'Solutions Not Sides' 
workshop on 6th February 
2018. Year 12 RS A-Level 
students worked with Amal, a 
pharmacist from Palestine and 
Shaked, a youth worker and 
politician from Israel.  
 
We discussed both Palestinian 
and Israeli interests and the 
possibilities involved in  
One-State or Two-State 
solutions to the current crisis. 
Connie McMahon asked about 
current tensions after 
President Trump's 
announcement that he was 
going to move the American 
Embassy to Jerusalem and 
Juliette Chandler wanted to 
know what activists were 
doing in practice on the 

ground. Ms Aldcroft asked 
how Palestinian and Israeli 
schools dealt with the conflict 
in terms of keeping students 
safe and acknowledging the 

ongoing political issues.  
Pictured are 
Maya Murray-Reynolds, 
Georgina McCulloch  
and Hannah Norfolk. 

Solutions Not Sides 
RS WORKSHOP 

Czech Mate 

Year 7 pupil, Niamh Bridgeman, competed in 
the Prague Open B Chess Tournament during 
January which provided an excellent 
competitive chess opportunity.  

During the event, which consisted of 117 
players from more than 30 countries - male 
and female, adults and juniors - Niamh came  
31st equal overall.  She gained a huge 154 
international rating points and won the 
grading prize and 500 crowns.  
Niamh was also the best English finisher.  
She also competed in two side events - the 
Blitz Chess and Rapid Chess. The grading 
performance in the Blitz Chess now makes 
her the number one graded female Blitz 
player under 12 in the UK.  
It was very valuable experience for Niamh’s 
international chess development and a big  
 

 

 
stepping stone towards the World Cadets 
Championship in November.  
Pictured above: Niamh receiving her diploma 
for best performance by a player graded 
below 1400 in the FIDE international ratings. 



On Thursday 8th February,  
two teams of LGGS students 
participated in the VEX 
Robotics Tournament at 
Morecambe High. The VEX 
EDR competition this year is In 
The Zone, which involves the 
robot stacking cones on goals 
and moving goals to different 
zones. We had already 
participated in another 
tournament of the same game 
at QES, in which we, (the  
Year 10 team) won the Design 
Award. This is awarded for the 
best documentation and 
explanation of the team’s 
design process and approach 
to the challenge.  
We travelled to Morecambe 
High in the morning and 
arrived early. We used this 
time before our first match to 
modify our robot and 
removed a joint in the arm we 
did not believe was necessary. 
The overall design of the robot 
was a clawbot with a lot of 
manoeuvrability. It was also 
designed with a very stable 
base and chain drive. We 
chose this design because it 
would be quite quick and 
fairly easy to build, whilst still 
working well in the game. 
Unfortunately, we did not 
have time to write an 
Autonomous Code (for the 
first fifteen seconds of each 
two minute match), however 
Andromeda, the Year 9Bteam, 
went on to score the 10 point 
bonus in one of their matches, 
for the only successful 
Autonomous in the 
competition!  
I had written the code for the 
robot and it was driven by 

Megan, Ellie and Gauri built 
and designed it, although we 
all helped each other with 
most tasks.  
We skipped our practice 
match at the tournament, in 
order to make some final 
checks on our robot. We then 
played all our qualifying 
matches, fixing the robot and 
eating in between. The way 
the qualifying matches work is 
that each game involves four 
teams in two alliances: red 
and blue. Each team will be 
allied with every other team 
at some point during these 
matches. A ranking is 
established by the end of 

these matches; we finished a 
respectable sixth out of fifteen 
teams.  
The next stage of the 
competition is the quarter 
finals, where alliances are 
fixed and the winners go 
through to semis after a best 
of three. In the time before 
this started, the team Data 
Spike, in fifth, asked to form 
an alliance with us, however 
later withdrew this in favour 
of a team further down the 
ranking. We were instead 
allied with a pair of students 
from Bolton High, in seventh, 
whose robot was a very small, 
cute clawbot which was 

actually very successful: it had 
an Autonomous period, was 
robust and well-driven, and 
was good at stacking cones. It 
utilised a bumper switch, 
ultrasonic rangefinder and 
potentiometer. Our strategy 
was that we would push the 
heavy mobile goals to zones 
and they would stack cones on 
them. We won two matches in 
the quarter finals (beating 
Data Spike’s alliance) and 
competed in semi-finals, but 
here we were knocked out by 
the alliance of first and second 
teams. Overall I think both 
LGGS teams were very 
successful (especially 

considering many other teams 
were large groups of Sixth 
Formers) and we all really 
enjoyed the experience. 
We then watched the final 
and prize-giving. Although 
LGGS did not win the overall 
trophy or the Design Award 
this time, we learned a lot and 
had a very interesting, fun 
time, and got lots of ideas for 
future robots. The Judge said 
our Engineering Notebook was 
impressive. We also helped 
and were helped by people 
from other teams and the 
competition was very friendly. 
It was a great day. 
Emily Dale, Year 10  

VEX Robotics   
COMPETITION 



Each form was encouraged to 
respond creatively to this task, 
and they did so with 
unprecedented enthusiasm. 
The lower school, brimming 
with LGGS patriotism, 
provided us with so many 
posters that some of them, 
which have since been 
recovered, blew away in the 
wind. The staff were equally 
involved, with teachers 
creating posters to stick on 
their classroom doors.  
Mrs Singleton talked proudly 
of her Maya Angelou creation, 

oblivious to the fact it had 
fallen off. The Sixth Form 
Leadership Team were then 
tasked with fashioning a 
display, which was to be 
exhibited in the Main Hall. 
The sacrifice of my printing 
credit was soon forgotten as 
the words “International 
Women’s Day” added the 
finishing touch to a 
magnificent testimony to 
female empowerment. 
Drawn by Michelle Obama’s 
inspirational words, or 
perhaps the gifts offered  

by the rival Fairtrade stall, 
staff and students alike 
flocked to the Main Hall  
to marvel at the product of 
their efforts. Girls could be 
seen proudly displaying  
their purple ribbon, its 
empowering symbolism 
overshadowing the clear 
violation of the uniform code. 
From stunning sketches of 
Ariana Grande and tributes to 
Malala Yousafzai, to 
homemade films and  
Emma Watson quotes, the 
school was enveloped in a 
feeling of female unanimity 
and pride. The significance of 
the day can only be 
appreciated in the resounding 
words of Eleanor Roosevelt: 
“A woman is like a tea bag - 
you never know how strong 
she is until she gets into hot 
water”. Lucy Lupton, Year 12 

International Women’s Day 
With LGGS being the all girls school that it is, any opportunity to promote female empowerment is 
seized upon. Therefore our Sixth Form Council felt that we just had to do something to make the most of 
International Women’s Day this year. We decided to involve every form throughout Years 7-13, asking them 
to create a mini project about a woman who inspires them the most. These pieces were all showcased in 
their full glory in an amazing exhibition which took place in the Main Hall. The exhibition attracted visitors 
from all years and was fantastically received. We also handed out a purple ribbon, the official colour of the 
day, to both students and staff members to wear around their wrist to raise awareness of such an important 
day. I think it’s safe to say, every staff member and pupil left feeling truly inspired by all the amazing women 

showcased in the exhibition.  Ella Tasker, Year 12 

SIXTH FORM COUNCIL 



This year the LGGS Citizenship 
Day for Year 7 has been extra 
special.  Through the work of 
the School Council and the 
Fairtrade Committee, led by 
Amy Folkard, LGGS is now a 
member of the FIG Tree 
International Fair Trade Centre.   
This Fairtrade, non-profit 
Community Company opened in 

Garstang - the world's first Fair 
Trade Town - in 2011.  Now as 
official members we have shown 
our support of the global 
movement and our KS3 students 
have committed to making a 
difference in our local 
community.   
Thursday 8th March was all 
about making it possible for Year 
7 to achieve a deeper 
understanding of Fair Trade, the 
dark side of chocolate and 
finding out more about this for 
themselves with independent 
research and a ‘buffet’ of 
resources!  Furthermore, each 
student has a chance to win the 
essay competition that was 
launched on the day.  We also 
enjoyed Fair Trade chocolate and 
gift stalls at lunchtime as well as 
time in the afternoon for 

reflection, discussion and debate.  
Our day was rounded off by a 
question session and lecture by 
Bruce Crowther MBE, Executive 
Director of the FIG Tree who 
said, “The slave trade abolitionist 
message was ‘It is simply 
immoral that people should be 
allowed to suffer in order to 
provide us with luxuries such as 
tea, coffee and sugar at a cheap 
price’ and sadly that message is 
still true today. There are people 
in Ghana growing cocoa for our 
chocolate that do not have 
access to clean drinking water 
and this is simply immoral. We 
can change this however, by 
buying Fair Trade products.” 
Well done and thank you to all 
the students and staff involved 
with this successful venture. 
Mrs S Keith 

Fairtrade 

International Women’s Day 

Once again Year 7 have completed some amazing ‘Beyond the Curriculum Personal Challenges  
Below are just some of the examples from Form 7.3 
Raising money for their Dance School    Making a full mermaid costume   
Cooking for the family     Learning a language not taught at LGGS 
Completing a cross stitch    Writing a murder mystery 
 

One pupil volunteered at the NeuroDropin centre and received a lovely letter explaining how well 
she had done with tasks such as: Organising information boards, helping at the café, counting the 
collection box contents, helping organise the shop floor. Miss S Bellin 

Personal Challenge 

Pupils showing off their creativity 

‘Bella’s sunny disposition and eagerness to help 
has been wonderful and we hope that she will 
volunteer with us again.’ Sharon Jackson  
Founder Director NeuroDropin 

CHALLENGE 



Lecture   
Wednesday 10th May 6.15pm 
(doors) for 6.30 - 8.00pm 
  
Trails of the Ninki Nanka Trail  
by Dr Davina Stanford,  
Leeds Beckett University 
  

This talk will introduce the principles of responsible tourism and explain how these are being 
applied to the development of a tourism trail along The River Gambia.  The session will outline the 
responsible tourism development process for the trail, including details of the cultural and wildlife 
opportunities on the river as well as introducing the myth of the elusive Ninki Nanka dragon. 
  

Lecture   
Wednesday 16th May 6.15pm  
(doors) for 6.30 - 8.00pm 
  
Extreme sleeps and small hills:  
finding adventure in Britain by Phoebe Smith 
  

Award-winning author, speaker and adventurer  
Phoebe Smith (ex-Trail magazine, now with 
Wanderlust) takes you on a journey around the 
country to reveal the wildest nights outdoors.  
Read more: www.phoebe-smith.com 
  Royal 

Geographical  

Society 

with IBG 

Advancing geography and 
geographical learning 

Venue: Lancaster Girls’ Grammar School,  
Regent Street, Lancaster, LA1 1SF      
www.rgs.org/northwest 
 
Fore more information contact: John Haslam: j.haslam@lggs.lancs.sch.uk 

Royal Geographical Society  

LECTURES 

Two renowned specialists in 
their field will present a 
fascinating lecture as  
part of the regional  
Royal Geographical 
Society programme 
of lectures. 
Dr Davina Stanford will be 
sharing her views on the 
development of responsible 
tourism along the River 
Gambia. Davina’s expertise in 
community consultation, 
ensuring that community’s 
views are represented in any 
developments, will no doubt 
be an interesting topic plus  

we will also be introduced  
to the myth of the Ninki 
Nanka dragon.  
 
We also look forward to 
sharing Phoebe Smith’s 
adventures of sleeping wild. 
Phoebe’s love of wilderness 
has taken her on solo 
adventures all around the 
world from wild camping on 
the Scottish islands to 
portaledging in trees in the 
Bavarian Alps and bedding 
down inside glaciers in 
Svalbard. Phoebe has 
published books on the 

subject and is also a 
contributor to Wanderlust 
magazine.  
 
We hope you will join us to 
share these two very different 
and exciting educational 
evenings by two inspirational 
women of our time. 
More details will follow closer 
to the dates, but please do 
check the complete 
programme at www.rgs.org 
Mr J Haslam, Head of 
Geography and North West 
Royal Geographical Society’s 
Regional Committee Member. 

http://www.rgs.org


 

   FUTURE EVENTS SPRING TERM 2018  
 

MARCH 
 

17th- 19th   Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award 
23rd    Close for Easter Holidays 

 
APRIL 
 

9th      School re-opens 

Thank you to everyone who  
purchased online via  

School Angel we have  
currently raised  £2,339 

through pledges.  
This figure is rising weekly! 

 

If you are planning a holiday  
why not support LGGS and book  

via School Angel!  
 
 

Happy shopping! 

DONATE TO LGGS AT NO EXTRA COST TO YOURSELF  

WHEN PURCHASING HOLIDAYS, BOOKS, STATIONARY & CLOTHES ONLINE IF YOU 

PURCHASE VIA SCHOOL ANGEL  - A PERCENTAGE IS DONATED TO LGGS 

Available via the School’s Home Page  

One Hundred years on  

The election of 1918 is, perhaps, the most interesting election that has ever 
taken place in the British Isles, for it was the first Parliamentary election in British 
history in which soldiers, sailors, and women would have been able to vote.  
 

You can read about the 1918 Election on our LGGS Archive Blog which looks  
back at the reporting in the 1918 LGGS Chronicle. 

https://lggsarchives.wordpress.com/2018/02/06/the-election-of-1918/C:/Users/sandra/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates

