
‘The musical life  

at LGGS  

has given me so many amazing  

opportunities ...  

always get involved.’  

Chloe, Year 13 

MUSIC 
 

COURSE INFORMATION   
The course is designed to allow learners to pursue 
their own musical interests. Learners develop skills 
in the three distinct but related disciplines of 
performing, composing and appraising, whilst having 
flexibility to specialise in either performing or 
composing. 
 
Head Of Department: Mr P Swannell 
Exam Board:  Edexcel  
 
 

The A-level Music specification enables students to 
extend their knowledge and understanding of music, 
to create and develop their own musical ideas and to 
demonstrate technical, interpretative and 
communication skills through performing music.  
 
 

THE COURSE IS DIVIDED INTO THREE  
SKILL-BASED COMPONENTS:  
 

1   Performing  (Non-examined assessment) 
2   Composing  (Non-examined assessment)) 
3 Appraising  (Written examination) 



Extended Learning Opportunities  
for this Course  

COMPONENT 1     
PERFORMANCE 

Non-examined assessment - 
externally assessed by a  
visiting examiner: 
25% or 35% qualification 
The purpose of this component is 
to assess students’ performing 
skills in a solo and/or ensemble 
context. They are given the 
opportunity to rehearse and refine 
performances on their chosen 
instrument or voice, developing 
technical control, expression and 
interpretative skills. 
 

Assessment overview 
 A public performance of one or 

more pieces, performed as a 
recital.  

 Performance can be playing or 
singing solo, in an ensemble, 
improvising, or realising music 
using music technology.  

 The total performance time 
across all pieces must be a 
minimum of 4 mins.  
(25% option)  
or 8 mins. (35% option) 

 
 
COMPONENT 2   
COMPOSING 
Non-examined assessment:  
25% or 35% qualification 
Students will be encouraged to 
explore a range of compositional 
starting points and investigate a 
variety of techniques for 
developing and manipulating 
ideas. They will then turn their 
ideas into completed pieces of 
music. They will learn about the 
processes involved in creating 
music through developing the 
technical and expressive skills 
needed by a composer. 
 

Assessment overview 
 25% option - Two 

compositions, one of which 
must reflect the musical 
techniques and conventions 
associated with the Western 
Classical Tradition and be in 
response to a brief set by 
Eduqas. The second 

composition is a free 
composition and can be in any 
style or genre. 

 35% option - Three 
compositions, one of which 
must reflect the musical 
techniques and conventions 
associated with the Western 
Classical Tradition and be in 
response to a brief set by 
Eduqas. The second must 
reflect musical techniques and 

conventions from another 
Area of Study - e.g. Musical 
Theatre.  
The third composition is a 
free composition and can be 
in any style or genre. 

 
 
COMPONENT 3   
APPRAISING 
Written examination (2h 15m): 
40% of the qualification 
The purpose of this component is 
for students to develop their 
listening and appraising skills 
through the study of music across 
a variety of styles and genre. 
They cover THREE areas of study 
Area of Study A (compulsory):  
The Western Classical Tradition 
(The Development of the 
Symphony 1750-1900)  
Then ONE from each of the 
following groups: 
 

Area of study B: Rock and Pop 
Area of study C: Musical Theatre  
Area of study D: Jazz 
Area of study E:  

Into the 20th Century 
Area of study F:  
Into the 21st Century 
 

Assessment overview 
A written examination in which 
both familiar and unfamiliar 
extracts of music will be played 

 

Questions types include:  
1. Set work analysis with a score. 
2. Extended responses on wider 

context. 
3. Unprepared extracts of music 

with and without a score. 
4. Comparison questions. 

Extra Curricular 
 

 Student led society                           
(Music Council), trips and visits, 
online resources  

 A wealth of music groups including 
Orchestra, Choirs, Jazz Band, 
Concert Band and the Joint Schools’ 
Musical 

 Numerous performance 
opportunities throughout the year 

 Music Council  
 Regular visits to concerts  
 London West End Trip  
 Choir Exchange to                 

Wernigerode, Germany  
 Music Tours to European 

destinations such as Italy and 
Austria 

 Annual Music Festival  
 Annual Performing Arts Festival 
 

 

Future Study Options                            

and Career Pathways    
 

Higher Education:  
 Degree in Music at University 
 Specialist Music Degree (usually 

performance-based) at a Music 
College or Conservatoire 

 Degrees in Music Education 
 Combining Music with another course 

(e.g. languages) is offered at some 
universities 
 

Jobs: 
 Performing: In addition to solo 

performance careers, there are 
performance opportunities in chamber 
music, folk, rock, and pop music, as 
well as free-lance concert and studio 
opportunities. 

 Composing 
 Teaching 
 Music Arts and Administration 
 Music Technology: i.e. Sound 

Engineering,  
 Music Production and Sound Design 
 Music Therapy 

‘Music has given me the freedom to explore my  
creativity and develop my musical skills - I love it!’ 

 

Year 12 Student 


