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COURSE OVERVIEW 

The course is examined through two end of course written 

exams and a speaking exam. 

 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Miss K Whitehouse 

EXAM BOARD: AQA   
 

We offer an A-level in French and Spanish. 
There are two written examinations at the end of the course 
testing listening, reading, translation skills and essay writing 
which account for 70% of the A-level.  There is also a speaking 
test accounting for 30% conducted by a visiting examiner 
between March and May at the end of the second year of study. 
The key topics fall into the categories of ‘Social Issues and 
Trends’ and ‘Political and Artistic Culture’, and incorporate the 
study of film and literature. Students also undertake an individual 

“The range of topics we study as 
part of our Spanish course;  
the Mexican Revolution to  
immigration, underline the  
diversity and opportunities  
that come with studying a  

language at A-level.” 
2020 Leaver 

 
‘I'd say the best things about                        
doing a language at A-level is                      
the relaxed atmosphere of the              

lessons - a lot of the time we're free       
to discuss topics among ourselves                               

(in French, of course) and everyone  
chips in with ideas.  

The teachers are incredibly  
supportive and if they notice you're 
struggling they'll always help you 

get back on track.  
Doing the exchange is a brilliant 

idea - being totally immersed  
in another language and culture                  
is absolutely terrifying, but you             

learn so much in a week.’ 
Sara 



research topic as preparation for their oral exam on a subject of their 
choice related to a target language speaking country. 

 
EXTENDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THIS COURSE 
In addition to classroom lessons, all pupils have 30 minutes / week 
speaking sessions in small groups with a native speaker to help bring 
their speaking skills up to speed. 
We have a successful, long-running exchange programmes for all 
Year 12 linguists should they wish to participate and also act as 
hosts to their partners for a return visit. 
Pupils are also encouraged to access our wealth of foreign language 
DVDs and literature in our languages resources room. 
There are ample opportunities for our linguists to hone their skills 
such as by acting as tutors to younger girls at LGGS. We have had 
great success in local and national competitions, including poetry 
and essay writing through Manchester Metropolitan University and 
Lancaster University, the UK Linguistics Olympiad and  
The University of Sheffield translation competition.  
 

“I remember being in Year 13 selecting 
my degree and thinking there's no way 
I'd be able to live in a foreign country  
for a year, but it happens and it's fine!  
 

I am currently working for Warner Bros 
Madrid in sales and marketing which  
I love. Madrid is such a nice city too,  
I'm still doing all the touristy things  
and finding my way around but I've  
met lots of nice people from all over  
the world and I think (hope) my Spanish 
is improving!”   

 
 

Beth, LGGS Leaver.  
(Studying International Management  
with MFL at Bath) 

FUTURE STUDY OPTIONS & CAREER PATHWAYS 
 

Language graduates are increasingly sought after and a foreign language, 

whether spoken fluently or conversationally, can give access to a much 

wider range of jobs in the UK and overseas. Using your languages at 

work doesn’t mean being just a teacher, translator or interpreter 

(although these jobs make for an extremely interesting career). The 

Independent recently featured an article on how languages can lead to a 

dream job from tennis tournaments to the wine industry! You can apply 

language skills in an enormous range of careers because communication 

is an employer’s number one requirement. Here are just some of the 

sectors where a degree in languages is considered a great asset: 

Business services, Central & Local Government, Construction-Creative 

and Media, Engineering, Event Management, Financial services, Hair 

and Beauty-Health, Medicine and Social Care, Land-based and 

Environmental, Law, Manufacturing -Marketing, Public services-Retail, 

Teaching-Technology and Computer Gaming, Translation and 

Interpreting, Travel and Tourism, Voluntary and Charitable sector. 

Languages are a popular choice at                

A-level and beyond for LGGS students, 

with many students choosing to take a 

language alongside another degree 

subject such as Law or Business,                   

or even a year abroad in medicine.  

Former pupils often continue in their 

studies of French, German and Spanish 

but also enjoy taking up new languages 

at university such as Russian, Arabic, 

Japanese, Italian, Portuguese  

and Polish. 



 

FRENCH  
COURSE OVERVIEW 

 

TEACHER IN CHARGE OF FRENCH: Mrs B Bettsworth 

 

A-level French will take you far beyond GCSE and into the realms of film, 
music, art, culture, history and much more, all from a very French and 
francophone perspective. In Year 12 we study the film "La famille Bélier", 
exploring the themes and questions raised by a unique family and learning the 
songs from the film. We also consider the role of technology in daily life, both 
here and in francophone Africa.  

Year 13 brings thought-provoking topics such as migration    in Europe, the 
death penalty and our role as global citizens. Recent set works studied include 
the novels No et moi and Un Secret, and the films L'auberge espagnole and 
Entre les murs. The course is definitely challenging but ideal if you love 
speaking French and finding out about all things French.  
You even have the opportunity to do an individual project on a French  
topic of particular interest to you.  

SPANISH  

COURSE OVERVIEW 

 

TEACHER IN CHARGE OF SPANISH: Miss K Whitehouse 

Whether exploring the artwork of Frida Kahlo and Picasso, learning the 
preterite tense whilst singing along to Juanes and Shakira, discussing 
the dictatorships of Franco and Pinochet, or watching the Spanish 
equivalent of X Factor, the A -level topics provide us with lots of 
opportunity to access contemporary and historic Hispanic culture  
and to pique everyone’s curiosity!  
We delve deeply into the art and society of Spain and Mexico through 
our studies of Guillermo Del Toro’s critically acclaimed film ‘El 
Laberinto del Fauno’ and Laura Esquivel’s best selling novel ‘Como 
Agua Para Chocolate’ whilst also honing essay technique and 
developing the skills needed to speak spontaneously and fluently in  
any situation.  

 

“Taking an A-level language makes sense. Especially for maths and  
science students, it shows you can communicate and write essays too. It's fun.” 

Natalia 

 
“In languages you get to contribute every lesson in so many ways, and this, as well as the 

speaking sessions with a native speaker builds your confidence, not just in the language, but 
overall. If you have the slightest interest in languages or culture, study a language at A level."  

Francesca 



 

“Being able to watch a film or listen to music and call it revision is a bonus! Lessons are often in 
small classes, which makes them really fun, and of course the exchanges are just great - being able 

to use the skills you've learnt in class in a real-life context is such an amazing feeling.” 
2018 Leaver 

 

“Languages are definitely the best thing to study as you become friends with people                    
studying all sorts of languages and I have met plenty of people from many                                   

Hispanic/Lusophone countries!” 
Hannah LGGS Alumnae, studying Spanish and Portuguese at Nottingham 


