
REMEMBRANCE

LGGS History Society



WHAT IS REMEMBRANCE DAY?

• Remembrance day is held each year on the 11th November 
to commemorate the service and sacrifice of those who lost their 
lives fighting for their country.

• It was the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, 1918, when The 
Great War was finally over – six hours earlier The Armistice was signed at 
5am in a railway carriage in the Forest of Compiegne in France.

• It is observed in Commonwealth member states, however this day 
is marked by remembrances in other non-Commonwealth countries too.



WHY WE COMMEMORATE

• Remembrance Day is an opportunity to remember anyone who died in 
conflict. It reminds us of the human price of war.

• The tradition began with Australian journalist, Edward George Honey, in 
1919 who proposed a silence to focus remembrance and respect to those 
who lost their lives.

• In response to this, King George V made a proclamation: "All locomotion 
should cease, so that, in perfect stillness, the thoughts of everyone may be 
concentrated on reverent remembrance of the glorious dead.“



THE 
DIFFERENT 

POPPIES 
AND THEIR 
MEANINGS



BLACK REMEMBRANCE



• By the war’s end in November 1918, a total of 15,204 black men, had served in the BWIR.

• The BWIR accommodated growing numbers of volunteers from British Guiana and the islands of the 
Caribbean including Jamaica, St Lucia, Trinidad and Barbados. By the end of World War I sixteen 
soldiers from the BWIR had been decorated for their bravery but 185 had lost their lives and 697 were 
wounded.

• Over 2.5 million Indian men enlisted in the largest volunteer army in history.

• Without the efforts of People of Colour in both World Wars, the outcome would have been very 
different. The UK used troops from all over the Commonwealth, though it is important to note that 
they were heavily segregated from white servicemen and women in the army.

• There are multiple stories of soldiers who started to look past the colour of skin and treated soldiers as 
equals more than they would in a non-war situation. As white and black soldiers worked together they 
became friends and it began to break down racist ideas and helped further equality.

• It is important to remember the soldiers who came from their own countries to fight for Britain 
alongside British born soldiers. It is just another example of the segregation they faced at the time, even 
though they were so crucial in Britain and the Allied forces winning the war.

BLACK WORLD WAR HIS TORY - SOLDIERS



BLACK WORLD WAR 
HISTORY

• More than 600,000 African soldiers fought for Britain in 
WW2.

• They faced harsh discrimination and are rarely remembered 
by the media or the public despite putting their lives on the 
line for a foreign country.

• Britain paid their troops not in order of rank but in order of 
ethnicity, with black soldiers receiving a third of the average 
pay.

• Some Africans were even forcefully conscripted and often 
treated unfairly, in comparison to white soldiers, 
their superiors.

• After the war, many of them lived in poverty.

• This is not the first time that the British government has 
been accused of discriminating against solders drawn from its 
former empire. In 2009, Gurkha veterans—former 
servicemen of Nepalese ethnicity who had fought for 
Britain—won the right to settle in the United Kingdom 
after a High Court battle.



EUSEBIO MBIUKI

• By the end of World War II, 
Eusebio Mbiuki had faced deadly combat in 
the jungles of Burma and survived fearful 
ocean crossings stalked by submarines. But 
even as the young Kenyan put his life on the 
line for Britain, he—and more than half a 
million other African soldiers drawn from the 
empire—faced harsh discrimination from his 
own side.

• “When I got out, they gave me nothing,” 
said the Burma campaign veteran, Mbiuki, 
now 100 years old and living in poverty in 
rural Kenya. “They should have known how 
much we had helped them. They would have 
given something. But that was not the case. 
We were abandoned just like that.”



BLACK WORLD WAR 
HISTORY - WOMEN

• Before the National Health Service was founded in 1948, many West 
African and West Indian women trained as nurses in British hospitals 
during World War II.

• In 1939, the internationally acclaimed jazz singer Adelaide Hall could 
have returned home to the safety of New York but she decided to stay 
in London with her Trinidadian husband and entertain the British 
public and the troops. She had a special uniform made by Madame 
Adele of Grosvenor Street.

• In June 1944 a unit of 63 black US Army Nurse Corps nurses came to 
the 168th Station Hospital in Warrington, Cheshire. Their role was 
specifically to nurse German prisoners of war – the least desirable 
patients.

• It is very difficult to find the history of those black women who served 
the British Army in both the World Wars. Such vast US information 
helps us see that Britain was less overtly segregationist, but probably 
enabled fewer black and minority ethnic indigenous women to travel 
overseas (and we can’t know how proportionate that was, because lack 
of British population data about ethnicity at that time).

• Again, black women would have almost definitely been incorporated 
into the women’s war effort, but it is evident that the history of women 
in the world wars is a very large part solei white women.



HOW CAN WE 
COMMEMORATE 
REMEMBRANCE?

As things are different this year and 
the country is back in lockdown 
many of the remembrance day 
celebrations cannot be held this 
year, but it is important to still show 
your support by:

• Posting a picture of a poppy on 
your social media

• Pausing for the 2 minute silence

• Printing off the Poppy Appeals 
posters to display in your 
windows, like the NHS rainbows. 
You can find them on the Poppy 
Appeals website.


