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Welcome TO  OUR  JUNE  NEWSLETTER 

As the season of external exams 

finally comes to a close, I would 

like to say how impressed we 

have been with the hard work 

and commitment shown by our 

GCSE and A-level students.  

 

We wish our GCSE pupils a very 

well deserved relaxing summer 

and look forward to welcoming 

them back to the LGGS Sixth 

Form. Obviously a large part of 

this newsletter is devoted to our 

Year 13 leavers. They have been 

a lovely year group and really 

deserve to do well. We wish 

them all the very best in their 

futures.  

 

In school there is so much going 

on before the end of term,  

Year 7 French trips, visits to 

Spaceport, Ingleton and the 

Lakeside trip for Year 9.  

We are also looking forward to 

the Music Festival. Sports Day 

and our two presentation 

evenings; KS3 Celebration 

Evening and Sports  

Presentation Evening.  

 
I hope to see you at some of 

these events.  
 

Mrs J Cahalin,  
Headteacher 

LGGS' dedicated School Council, consisting of elected members from Years 7-11, work hard 
throughout the year to improve life around school. Our newly elected Chairperson for             
2018-19 is Alex Horan and our Secretary is Madhura Sivakumar. We have also appointed 
two more roles, with myself, Lydia Allan, as Head of Annual Report and Shama Patel as  
Head of Recycling.  
In the last twelve months as a Council, we have set up new schemes for plastic recycling to 
make our school more sustainable, and in the future our focus is to improve general             
well-being around school. Our secretary makes notes throughout each meeting and              
composes a sheet of questions to ask Mrs Cahalin. The Chairperson and Secretary present 
these and Mrs Cahalin’s responses are noted and read out during registration. This way, 
both pupils and staff can see any proposed changes which will be made at school. 
When new Year 7 students join LGGS, after a settling in period, they will be eligible to be 
nominated and then elected for this post. Whoever is selected will then join us for out 
monthly meetings, ready for another successful year. 
Lydia Allan, Year 10 
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GOLDEN GIRLS  
DUKE of EDINBURGH GOLD AWARD   

Thursday the 17th of May was the day of the Gold DofE Presentation Awards taking 
place in Buckingham Gardens. There were over 50 celebrities present including 
McFly singer Tom Fletcher and Great British Bakeoff star Mary Berry. As well as this, 
The Earl and Countess of Wessex and Princess Royal Anne attended the event.  
 

As a group we were introduced to MBE, T34 Gold medal winning Paralympian and ten times World  
Champion Hannah Crockfort who was going to present our Award later in the day.  
The day consisted of talks from Hannah and the Earl of Wessex, which was very entertaining, followed by a 
group photo. In our spare time we were able to take pictures around the Palace Garden and listen to the mu-
sic being played by the Band of HM Royal Marines. 
Overall it was a beautiful and thoroughly enjoyable experience and I encourage as many people who are in-
terested in participating in the Gold DofE to do so! The weather was incredible which helped, and it was 

amazing to be able to be recognised for getting through such 
a rewarding programme.  Sruthi Rajakarier 
 

Seventeen Gold awardees attended Buckingham Palace this 
year, many of which are former students who have left LGGS 
within the  past two years. 
This year we have two students, Megan Bird and  
Sruthi Rajakarier who have completed their Gold before  
finishing Year 13 which is quite an achievement and  
Congratulations also to Marianne Rees and Katie Gaskell who 
have completed and have also been awarded their Gold.   
Mrs K Shaw, DofE Coordinator 

THE PALACE 



EASEDALE TARN 

Early on a sunny Thursday 
morning, our Year 12 
Geography class set off to 
Grasmere for an investigation 
into glacial features. On 
arrival, we started to walk up 
to Easedale Tarn, through 
peaceful woods and in the 

ridiculously warm 
weather. We stopped several 
times to discuss the nearby 
kames, truncated spurs and 
the glacial trough we were 
climbing in, marking these on 
our geological maps. Steadily, 
we ascended to Easedale, 

stopping for a brief lunch and 
a talk about the corrie the 
tarn resides in. We descended 
to Grasmere, retreating from 
the heat and we all enjoyed a 
well-earned ice-cream and 
Grasmere gingerbread.  
Rosie Mills  

FIELD TRIP 

‘I feel that I gained a good  
knowledge and understanding of glacial 
landscapes as it was really useful to see 

them in the flesh instead of just from 
the textbook. I also gained 12 pieces of 

Grasmere ginger bread too!’ 

Esme Morgan 

‘Easedale was an unforgettable trip where we learnt about many of the glacial                   
processes that created the breath-taking landscape we often take for granted.’ 

Jess Fairclough 
 



MASTERCLASSES WITH THE 
ROYAL INSTITUTION OF 
MATHEMATICS  
The aim of this series of 
Masterclasses was to stimulate 
and encourage Key Stage 4 
students in the art and practice 
of Maths, and to develop a sense 
of enjoyment in the subject. 
Schools were invited to 
nominate pupils who not only 
had ability and enthusiasm, but 
who also demonstrated 
persistence in problem solving. 
We were pleased that LGGS Year 
10 students Lydia Allan and 
Marlene Zou were able to 
attend. Here is some feedback 
on their experiences:- 
Beginning in January of this year 
and over several weeks we  

attended Saturday morning 
Masterclasses run at Lancaster 
University by The Royal 
Institution of Mathematics. 
These sessions featured guest 
speakers from different STEM 
careers. 
The sessions helped us to push 
the limits of our thinking, 
exploring ideas such as ‘How big 
is infinity?’ or, ideas based 
around topology and 
combinatorics. We explored 
equations without units, 
gravitational fields and looked at 
how some of the biggest 
structures on the planet were  
formed through mathematics. 
Overall, we both really enjoyed 
the sessions, and took away a 
plethora of information which 

we can integrate into our 
lessons.  
We are now also more aware of 
the careers following a university 
qualification in maths, and have 
seen for ourselves how some 
problems remain unsolved 
today. 
 
MATHS FEAST 
The Further Maths Support 
network ran a Year 10 team 
challenge recently at Lancaster 
University. The event was 
designed to test mathematical, 
communication and team-
working skills and LGGS was 
represented by Hannah Eaton, 
Neve Mattinson, Madhura 
Sivakumar, and Katherine 
Tanner. 
Congratulations to them on their 
very enthusiastic involvement in 
this fast paced problem- solving 
competition. A great effort! 
Questions ranged from being of 
a fairly traditional nature to 
applications of Maths in the real 
world and much thinking 
‘outside the box’.  
 
Well done! 
 
Mrs C Miller and all the 
Mathematics Department 

MATHEMATICS 

EXPLORING NEW IDEAS 



OXFORD ESSAY COMPETITION 
2018  
Oxford University invited pupils 
to take part in two competitions 
in French and Spanish.   
In French, pupils watched the 
first half of the animated film 
‘Une vie de chat’ or ‘A Cat in 
Paris’ and were invited to  
re-imagine the ending of a film. 
In Spanish, they were asked to 
submit a short story of 100  
words or fewer.  
We had to choose just 10 out of 
over 60 of the entries which we 
received in French selected the 
following to be sent to the board 
of judges in Oxford University’s 
Faculty of Modern Languages: 
Video entries by: 
Lucy Fisher, Jess Argall &  
Annabel Davies (7.2) 
Grace DuPreez (7.2) 
Hannah Coldwell, Lucy Cashin, 
Manal Faisal, Paige Evans (7.2) 
 
Written stories by: 
Hannah Coyle (7.2) 
Aggie Clapp (7.2) 
Iliana Fragkiadaki (8.2) 
Ruby Gibbie (8.2) 
Zainab Attar (9J) 
Mia Anderton (9J) 
Aleena Thomas (10M) 

All of 7.2 will receive a box of 
chocolates as their effort as a 
form was outstanding. 

Runners up were: 
Molly Dowson (7.2) 
Zoë Naylor (8.4) 
Annie Alty (9J) 
 
In Spanish, the following pupils’ 
stories were chosen for 
submission: 
Ruby Gibbie (8.2) 
Muneebah Ingar (9K) 
Emma Gibb (9K)  
Megan Critchley (9K) 
Josephine Hunter-Smith,  
Hattie Fraser-Gray (9K) 
Daisy Wright (12KJS)  
Emma Gatrell (12MS) 
Ella Tasker (12KJS) 
Emily Hall (13JH) 
Huge congratulations to all who 
participated.  The standard of 
entries was immense! 
 
NEWNHAM ESSAY COMPETITION 
(Cambridge) 
Congratulations to Ella Tasker 
who has won first prize for her 
essay submitted to Cambridge 
University.  Ella won this 
national competition with her 
essay answering the question 
‘Globalization need not sound 
the death knell for minor local 
languages, whether Catalan, 
Welsh, Ukrainian or Frisian.  
Discuss’. The competition was 
open to all sixth forms over the 
UK and as the overall winner Ella 
received a cash prize of £400 and 
was invited to a prize-giving  
 

event at the college. A huge well 
done to Ella, and also to Daisy 
Wright and Anna Duckworth who 
also submitted very impressive 
entries for this demanding title. 
 
MOTHER TONGUEOTHER 
TONGUE POESTRY 
COMPETITION  
LGGS once again received an 
enthusiastic plethora of entries 
for the Routes Into Languages 
Mother Tongue Other Tongue 
competition 2018.   
The ‘Other Tongue’ competition 
invites pupils of all ages to write 
a poem either in French, Spanish 
or German, whilst the ‘Mother 
Tongue’ part of the competition 
invites pupils who speak a 
different home language to 
create or reproduce a pre-learnt 
poem in their mother tongue, 
and write a detailed paragraph in 
English to explain its significance 
to them.  Years 7 and 8 took part 
this year and we were delighted 
to receive the news that Iliana 
Fragiadaki of 8.2 has been select 
as the overall Key Stage 3 winner 
of this competition in which a 
vast number of schools took part.              
Well done Iliana!   
The LGGS winners enjoyed a 
special celebration event at 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University, where Iliana was 
asked to read her poem to the 
audience.  The poem has also  
 

MFL 
COMPETITION 



YEAR 8 WELL-BEING DAY   

As a new collaboration for the 
Citizenship department this year, 
we joined forces with the PE team, 
and several community projects, in 
order to provide an innovative, 
exciting, active and thoughtful day 
for all our Year 8 pupils. 
“It was so good to try some           
de-stressing activities and have 
some fun with our friends.  The 
talk really broadened our outlook 
on Well Being” Isabelle and                
Amy 8.2 
We followed an exciting carousel 
of activities throughout the day 
starting with a motivational 
introductory lecture by Dr Andy 
Knox, Executive GP lead on Health 
and Well Being for Morecambe 
Bay.  Dr Knox spoke beautifully 
about the ‘5 ways to Well Being’: 
to connect, to be active, to take 
notice, to give and to keep 
learning.  There were moments in 
his talk when you could have 
heard a pin drop and Year 8 pupils 
were captivated by his stories and 
ideas.  The wonderful thing about 
this introduction to the day was 
that it made us all think, but it was 
delivered with humour and wit. 

‘Thank you for the talk by the 
doctor - it was surprising! Thought
-provoking, energising and funny.’ 
Kimberly Vause 8.5 
The day progressed through 
workshops; a follow-up Mental 
Health and Well-being workshop 
by LGGS alumnus Dr Mei Ling 
Leong who has ‘inspired us all with 
her experiences and helpful 
advice.’ Noor Zgalie 8.5, a 
challenging and exhilarating taster 
of Tai Chi Chuan with Mr Larry 
Jones from Lancaster School of Tai 
Chi, a relaxing yet exacting Yoga  

session with Mel from ‘Little Yogis 
Adventures’ (including glitter!) and 
an energetic, ‘happy’ and fun 
drama session with Ms Sheen.  
Pupils also had the opportunity to 
complete ‘This Girl Can’ PE 
resilience training challenge down 
at the field with Ms Russell and  
Miss Sharples.   
I really was blown away by the 
enthusiasm and positivity flying 
around school.  A huge thank you 
to the dedicated staff who have 
spent a lot of time organising and 
liaising to make this day possible, 
especially the inspiring LGGS PE 
team and Miss Stirrup. A special 
thank you from all of us at LGGS  
to all the members of our 
community who came in to offer 
their expertise and professional 
skills, I am so grateful to you for 
the energy and kindness you 
brought with you.  Year 8 have 
been passing on their thanks to 
me and anecdotes from the day 
and we hope to run this veryu 
successful Citizenship Day again  
in the future.  
S. Keith 
Head of Citizenship 

MFL 
 
been published in the Mother 
Tongue Other Tongue school’s 
anthology. Very well done to all 
who participated. School winners 
were as follows: 
 
LGGS Mother Tongue  
Winners: 
Tirtha Desai (8.2): Marathi 
Iliana Fragkiadaki (8.2): Greek 
(and overall school’s winner) 
Liliha Henderson (8.3): Russian 
Neekee Taherian &  

Katie Thomas (7.5): Farsi 
Other Tongue Winners: 
Alice Sanderson,  
Mritsa Solanki,  
Elizabeth Wareing (7.5): French 
Meara Elhediny (8.2): Spanish 
Niamh Callan, Beth Grierson, 
Eleanor Helm, Rebecca Jacob: 
(8.1, 2, 3): Spanish 
Diveka Sathanantham (7.5): 
German 
 
LGGS Runners up: 
Ellen Aston (9J): French 
Olivia Sharp &  
Isabel Street (7.5): French 

 
COMPETITION 



The Joint Grammar Schools 

performed their annual spring 

concert on Thursday 10th May at 

Lancaster Priory. 

 

A capacity audience turned up  

to watch this ambitious 

programme including music by 

Sibelius, Copland and Bach. 

After a lovely, haunting opening 

from the LRGS a capella group, 

the Joint Orchestra, directed by 

Mr Swannell, launched into the 

famous, evocative tone poem, 

Finlandia by Jean Sibelius (yes - 

he is Finnish!). It was lovely to 

have such a big, rich sounding 

brass section, superbly led by 

Beth Cutting, and particular 

recognition must go to  

Chloe Mason for successful 

negotiating some of the longest 

timpani rolls in the classical 

repertoire! 

Next up was the challenging 

Ballet Suite, Billy the Kid by the 

American 20th century composer 

Aaron Copland. Based on the 

legend of the famous outlaw, 

this tour-de-force featured 

driving Mexican rhythms, 

orchestrated gun battles a, 

majestic sweeping melodies 

depicting the prairies and 

Appalachian folk tunes. Huge 

kudos to this unbelievably 

talented group of young 

musicians from all three schools 

(LGGS, LRGS and Ripley) who 

performed the piece with such 

skill and conviction. 

Mrs Lamb, Head of Music at 

LRGS, took the baton in the 

second half to direct highlights 

from one of J. S. Bach's choral 

masterpieces - St. John's Passion. 

Singing tutor Chris Steele (whose 

English translation of the text we 

performed) led the performance 

as the Evangelist. The combined 

choir of LGGS & LRGS students, 

plus teachers and parents were 

accompanied by a chamber 

orchestra of students and 

teachers. All performers rose to 

the challenge of this epic work 

with particular credit going to 

our wonderful LGGS Year 12 

soloists - Felicity Shields,  

Emily Shackleton and  

Emily Heywood - who performed 

their arias beautifully. 

 

Overall, another wonderful 

success and a great final concert 

for some of our Year 13 

musicians who will be leaving us 

this year. A huge thanks to  

Beth Cutting, Siobhan Waters 

and Anna Rankin who have 

contributed so much to the 

musical life of LGGS during the 

last seven years - we will  

miss you! 

Mr P Swannell, 

Head of Performing Arts 

JOINT GRAMMAR   
CONCERT 

PERFORMING ARTS 



ARGENTINIAN MUSIC PERFORMED AT LGGS 
 

On Friday 8th June we welcomed piano duet, Maria Paz Solis Leiton and Sebastian Teijeiro from Argentina. 
They performed 45 minutes of traditional Argentinian music, as well as a presentation on important 
composers and musical features of the different styles from the region. 
 

They began the programme with a piece by one of Argentina's most prominent 'classical' composers 
Alberto Ginastera (a beautiful piano sonata which deserves better recognition!) then delighted the young 
audience with two traditional dances - full of Latin flair and exuberance! Year 8 pupils study Tango music 
as part of the KS3 music course, therefore, their finale performance of Astor Piazzolla's Estaciones 
Porteñas (or The 4 Seasons of Buenos Aires) with its distinctive tango and habanera rhythms was 
particularly relevant and enthralling. 
A huge thanks to Maria and Sebastian for taking time to stop off at LGGS during their busy tour of Britain 
and France. A real treat for us all and fantastic to hear our recently renovated concert grand piano played 
in its full glory by two very gifted musicians. 

Young Musician of the Year 2018  
 

The Young Musician of the Year 2018 Young musician of the year is an annual competition in which 
musicians from throughout the school compete in various categories for a place in the grand final. 
These categories include, woodwind, strings, brass, percussion, voice and piano for both junior and 
senior students respectively. From the preliminary rounds, one participant from each category was 
chosen to go through to to the final where the overall winners were decided.  
As always, the standard of musical ability in the competition was exceptional, and the judges, Mr 
Swannell and Jane Hampson (former head of Bolton music service) had an incredibly difficult decision to 
make. However, after an evening of varied and entertaining music, the junior and senior winners were:  
 
Junior  1st - Eloise Ozanne  2nd - Eleni Troughton     3rd - Lucy Hayashi  
Senior  1st - Jocelyn Soetanto  2nd - Felicity Shields / Marlene Zou  3rd - Grace Wilson  
 
All the participants put in a lot of hard work and deserve recognition for their efforts. For many, this is 
the first opportunity they have had to perform in front of a large audience.  
 

Felicity Shields, Year 12 

PERFORMING ARTS 



On the 14th June, a group of  

Year 10 students, including 

myself, went to see a live 

performance of The National 

Theatre’s ‘War Horse’.  

The play is based on the  

ground-breaking novel by 

Michael Morpurgo about the 

horses who were forced into the 

terrible conditions of the 

battlefields of World War 1. The 

story follows a horse called Joey 

who is sold to the army and 

separated from his owner, a boy 

called Albert, who decides to 

enlist and find his beloved horse. 

The tragic and beautiful storyline 

that showed us the atrocities 

witnessed by both war horses 

and soldiers in WW1 had us ALL 

in tears! The puppets were 

amazing, and we were wowed by 

how realistic they looked and 

sounded- it was clear to see how 

much effort had gone into 

studying the behaviour of real 

life horses to bring the play to 

life. The transitions between 

scenes were so smooth, with no 

need for the lights to go down 

and the minimalist set meant 

that the actors could become the 

set for instance when they held 

long poles to make fencing. The 

use of music and loud sound 

effects also really added to the 

piece and made the battle 

scenes much more dramatic; 

personally, I was terrified, 

especially when a large puppet 

of an armoured tank was 

wheeled onto the stage, lit up 

with bright white light. I am 

overjoyed that we got the 

opportunity to go and see it as 

I’ve read the book and have 

heard of the play, which has 

toured all over the world due to 

its popularity and is one of the 

most recognised pieces of 

theatre of this decade! I can’t 

wait to go on more trips with the 

drama department because they 

really help with our acting and 

directing skills, as well as being 

loads of fun! 

Edith Graves, Year 10 

After attending the War Horse 
performance at the Lowry and 
talking to the cast, we are very 
pleased to be welcoming    
Lucas Button, an actor from the 
show, to LGGS on Tuesday to 
talk to the girls about his 
experience of acting in such a 
well-loved Morpurgo classic.  
 
Lucas is an ex Queen Elizabeth 
School (Kirkby Lonsdale) student, 
who trained at the Central 
School of Speech and Drama     
and is now based at the  
National Theatre, London.  
Lucas specialises in Physical 
Theatre and is therefore well 
placed to play the hind legs of 
the horse as it is an incredibly 
strenuous role. 
 
M. Sheen,  
Head of Drama 

DRAMA 

PERFORMING ARTS 



THE KNOTTED PROJECT - 
SCHOOLS’ FESTIVAL   
DUKES THEATRE, LANCASTER 
 
We started off the first of five 
two-hour workshops with Liam 
(from the Dukes) by exploring 
the story of The Three 
Musketeers (The Dukes park 
show this summer) and  
analysing different aspects of 
it.  By doing this we were trying 
to figure out a key theme that 
we wanted to centre our drama 
piece on. As a form (8.4) we 
chose ‘Deception’ as we  
thought it was something that 
nobody else would choose and 
we found it an interesting 
challenge. 
After this we decided to share 
our thoughts and views on 
deception and explore the 
meaning behind it. This gave us a 
clear image of what we wanted 
to act out. We also did some 
exercises where we got into rows 
and whispered to the row behind 
us, helping us to understand 
deception in a different way. Our 
piece was over the top and 
grotesque in style, making sure 
that the audience understood 
deception and its impact. The 
piece didn’t use music which 
meant that the only sounds you 
could hear were the rhythms of 
the extended handshakes or the 
short, repetitive phrases. This 
allowed us to get across certain 
parts of the piece that we 

wouldn’t have been able to if we 
had used music.  
By the end of the workshops we 
had created a piece that not only 
caught people’s eyes but left 
them thinking about it 
afterwards. To make it look even 
better we all decided to wear 
black and have the same 
hairstyle so that all the focus 
would be on the piece - we  
were the ensemble  
performers.  
Maria Reji, 8.5  
 
YEAR 11 PERFORMANCES AT  
THE STOREY 
On the day of the performance 
we were all really excited to 
show our parents the piece that 
we had been working so hard on. 
Some of us were a bit nervous 
but the nerves all vanished as we 
took the stage. It felt great to see 
all the people who had turned up 
to watch us and we all wanted to 

give the performance of a 
lifetime. It was such a beautiful 
moment and a wonderful 
experience. Here are some 
quotes from people in our form 
who performed that day: 
“It was a really great 
experience”- Sophie Round 
“I’m really proud of myself and 
everyone else who took part in 
The Knotted Project. It was a 
great way to experience 
something new” - Izzy Ritchie  
“It was an extremely fun 
experience and made me realise 
that anyone can be great at 
drama. It brought us together for 
the better and I'm glad we did it 
as our form is a lot closer and 
loving of each other now.” - Ellie 
Ralstontry again. And break a 
leg!  By Maria Reji 8.4.  

YEAR 11 AND YEAR 13 DRAMA 
EXAM PERFORMANCES  
THE STOREY INSTITUTE  

This year, we changed venue for 
the final exam performances 
from the Dukes DT3 to The 
Storey – literally a handy five 
minute walk from school. The 
studio is well equipped and 
sound-proof – something we 
can’t guarantee here in LGGS as 
schools are such noisy places! 

Year 11 students performed 

DRAMA 
PERFORMING ARTS 



extracts from a play called ‘Girls 
Like That’ by Evan Placey which 
examines relationships between 
teenaged girls and is set in a 
school. The piece also includes 
monologues delivered by 
historical characters such as a 
Suffragette and a WW2 Transport 
Auxillary in the RAF. Each student 
performed two pieces from the 
play – a monologue and a group 
piece - in front of a visiting 
examiner. This was a challenging 
experience for the students but 
they worked really hard (even 
rehearsing during the Easter 
break in school) and produced 
some really excellent 
performances on the day. 

Year 13 performed a group 
devised piece called ‘Time’s Up’. 
Written and developed 
collaboratively by the group - 
directed by Autumn Temple Betts 
– this hard-hitting theatre was 
inspired by the ‘Time’s Up’ 
movement and based on 
extensive research looking at real 
experiences of harassment and 
discrimination against women 
experienced both by their peers 
and the wider world. Using the 
practitioner Brecht to influence 
the style, the piece included 
movement, acapella singing, 
monologues, narration, caricature 
and projected film and images. 
Feedback was very positive from 
their audience – with people of all 
ages all agreeing that the group’s 
message was made very 
powerfully and that indeed: 
‘Time’s Up’. 

THE KNOTTED PROJECT 
PERFORMING ARTS 

I left LGGS in 2017, after 
applying for drama schools in 
Year 13 and being unsuccessful, 
and thus began my gap year 
and the reapplication process 
where I applied for nine 
schools (but 10 different 
courses) with the support of 
the Sixth Form Team.  
 
After applying, you are 
automatically invited to a first-
round audition for every school. 
Most schools request for the 
audition that you prepare two 
speeches; one from a 
Shakespeare play, and one from 
a contemporary play. During 
November 2017 and March 
2018 I had completed nine 
auditions across the country, 
had been unsuccessful 
everywhere, but I had one 
choice left to hear from: 
European Theatre Arts BA Hons 
at Rose Bruford College. Finally I 
got the notification of an 
unconditional offer from them, 
and I was over the moon! 
The audition for this course was 
unique in that I was required to 
prepare one speech from any 
European play, which I 
performed, and was redirected 
on twice so performed it three 
times in the audition, each time 
slightly differently. After this 
there was a short interview with 
one of the teachers, followed by 
a group movement workshop. 
The thing that really attracted 
me to this course was the 
Erasmus programme. All second 
year students doing ETA spend 
five months abroad working 
with a renowned European 
theatre company, with students 
going to DAMU in Prague, EIOLA 
in Barcelona, Centre for Theatre 

Practices Gardzienice in Poland 
and beyond. The course itself is 
incredibly varied, teaching 
European movement 
techniques such as mime,  
European theatre history, but 
also prepares performers for 
the wider world once you 
graduate, with training in 
managing your own theatre 
company, producing theatre, 
playwriting etc. As you can 
probably gather, I am hugely 
excited to move down to  
Sidcup in September and        
begin my training for the          
next three years.  
 
My best advice for anyone 
applying for competitive 
performing arts courses is to 
just keep going.  

 
Schools recognise if you’ve 
auditioned for them before,  
and they greatly respect  
people who pick themselves  
up and try again.  
And break a leg!  
 
Imogen Khan 

IMOGEN'S ROUTE TO DRAMA SCHOOL  



COMPETITION 

On Wednesday the 21st March, 12 
students went to participate in 
the STEM challenge at Lancaster 
University where many schools 
compete against each other in 
different challenges. There were 
four areas to work in; science 
(biology and chemistry), 
technology, maths and 
engineering (physics). We were 
split into four groups of three and 
allocated to the categories. 
During the engineering course we 
took part in two different 
activities. In the morning we 
began by creating a cloud 
chamber. To make this we first 
glued felt on the roof of a plastic 
fish tank and soaked it with 
isopropyl alcohol. We then put 
dry ice in a tub that was insulated 
and placed a metal plate on top. 
We then put the fish tank on the 
plate and sealed the edges with 

more alcohol. Then we just 
waited until we could see droplets 
being formed that looked like 
contrails from airplanes. In fact 
these were actually cosmic rays 
from space causing a disturbance 
in the alcohol that had 
evaporated in the tank whist 
being cooled by the dry ice. 
Schools were then ranked on 
their how well their chamber was 
created.  
In the afternoon we were set the 

task of building a tower that could 
hold as much weight as possible. 
The rules were it had to be over 
thirty centimetres tall and it had 
to hold at least one hundred 
grams in weight. We were only 
allowed to use the materials 
provided which were 20 large 
straws, 30 small straws and a glue 
gun. You could ask for more but 
that would result in points being 
deducted at the end. Five points 
were given for every centimetre 
in height and twenty points for 
every hundred grams the tower 
could hold. Our tower was           
forty-one centimetres high and 
held a weight of nine hundred 
grams. That score was around the 
fifth best and we were quite 
disappointed as one straw in a 
different place could have 
improved our tower and maybe 
given us the top spot. 
After our challenges we went 
back to the main room, not 
expecting to have done very well 
overall. After a long wait the 
results came in and LGGS 
achieved joint second in the 
engineering and physics 
department! This could only 
mean we came first in the cloud 
chamber activity which is a great 
result for us.  
Overall the day was not at all 

what I was expecting but turned 

out to be an extremely eventful 

and fun day. I learnt a lot, would 

definitely go again and I would 

recommend to anyone who has 

the opportunity - go!  

Lucy Bain, Year 10 

YEAR 10 STEM LANCASTER UNIVERSITY 



YEAR 10 BIG BANG  
Big Bang fair Birmingham 
On the 16th of March the GCSE design 
tech and engineering classes went on a 
trip to Birmingham to go to the big 
bang fair, an event that takes place 
every year and is full of fun things to do 
and get involved with. The event took 
place in the Birmingham NEC which is a 
huge plot of lots of different buildings. 
Inside there was three main stages 
which throughout the day held many 
different types of shows including 
bioscience, making music with pi and 
the technology behind the well-known 
game Minecraft. Walking around there 
was so much to do and at every stall 

there was a demonstration of some 
sort for example my group stopped off 
to learn about the body and watch a 
pig dissection, then later held a variety 
of insects and got a sticker for it saying 
‘I held an insect’. Also on display the 
RAF had some planes with them which 
you got to sit in and learn all about the 
inner workings and parts. Activities in 
different places included disassembling 
and then assembling of a rolls Royce 
mini turbo engine and designing your 
own space buggy and satellite with a 
chance of the company actually using 
your design to make the newest model 
of the space craft. Overall the day was 

very exciting and full of informative 
things to do, the shows were very 
interesting and taught us about each 
topic in a fun interactive way. Also 
there was a lot of freebies which made 
I all the more memorable for us. It was 
a brilliant day out and I would 
recommend it to everyone.  
Hannah Gardner, Year 10 

COMPETITION 

IET FARADAY CHALLENGE YEAR 8 
In May we hosted one of 169 events 
are taking place across the UK in the 
2017-18 IET Faraday Challenge. Six 
teams of Year 8 students from Bolton 
Boys School , Carnforth High, LGGS, 
LRGS and Morecambe High, 
competed to find the best solution to 
an engineering-related challenge. 
The event was free of charge and set 
up by IET staff and volunteers.   
This year’s challenge, in association 
with Thorpe Park Resort, was 
shrouded in secrecy to avoid unfair 
advance preparation and research. 
Teams raced against the clock to 
solve a real-life engineering problem, 
putting their engineering and 
technology knowledge and skills to 
the test. The event’s aim was to 
encourage more young people to 
study and consider exciting and 

rewarding careers in science, 
technology, engineering and maths 
(STEM) by using creativity, innovation 
and problem-solving skills. 
Each team member in the winning 
group will be awarded a prize and a 
trophy for their school. The top five 
teams from across the UK will receive 
an all-expenses paid trip to the 
national final at Thorpe Park Resort 

to compete for a cash prize of up to 
£1,000 for their school. 
Unfortunately, although we won our 
tournament, we did not score highly 
enough to make it through to the 
National Finals but it was a very 
rewarding educational experience for 
all those who took part. 
J Sandbach,  
Head of Technology 



 

While half of Year 7 are in 
France the other half enjoyed 
a workshop on Boat design, 
provided by the Sea Cadets. 
This is aimed at encouraging 
young people to consider 
joining the Sea Cadets and 
more importantly to consider 
a career in Marine 
Engineering. Through a range 

of activities, pupils considered 
the factors affecting the 

design of boats, such 
as density and changes in 
density due to changing 
salinity in water. They 
considered the forces acting 
on floating objects and then 
designed and built prototype 
boats. the competition was to 
design the boat that would 
hold the most marbles 
without sinking. The winning 
team were in Rendsburg 
House with their boat holding 
280 marbles. 

COMPETITION 

Year 9 Royal Institute Engineering Masterclasses 

Year 7 Sea Cadets Marine Engineering Workshop 

Three Year 9 students Emily Lavender, Ellen Aston and  
Mia Anderton were nominated to attend six  
Saturday Engineering Masterclasses run by the Royal Institute 
which were held at Lancaster University.  
The theme of the series of Masterclasses is ‘How engineering 
will impact on achieving some of the United Nations’.  
Sustainable Development goals.  
Students designed solutions to problems for a range of issues 
including:       
 

 Water purification by an affordable method 
 Renewable energy using fruit 
 Alternatively powered cars replacing fossil fuel powered 

ones to reduce the harmful impact on the environment. 
 Waste as a resource through chemical engineering 
 
LGGS Students worked with students from several other 
schools, university students and professional engineers to             
create innovative and imaginative solutions.   



FUN RUN 

Mid Summer Supper Run 

@LGGSSport 

Another amazing Supper Run with a terrific turnout …. 
thank you everyone for supporting this family-fun annual event. 
 
A big thank you goes to ... 
 The Quays Fish & Chips who sponsored and provided the delicious butties 
 The Runners Club who each year have provided us with runners’ numbers, prizes and an inflatable 

start/finish line. 
 Mr Steve Ashcroft for the amazing speed in which he produced the results on the night. 
 And, of course, all the parents, students., friends and family who turned out. 
 

For full results see the News area of the school’s website. 



Royal Geographical Society with IBG Talks at LGGS 

PUBLIC LECTURES 

We have been very lucky over 
the last two years to be able 
to welcome two excellent 
speakers to LGGS as part of 
the North West Regional 
Royal Geographical Societies 
Lecture Programme - and find 
these offer an invaluable 
insight into the wider 
geographical world beyond 
the classroom. 
 
The first of these, Dr Davina 
Stamford from Leeds Becket 
University, spoke to an 
attentive audience on the 
topic of sustainable tourism in 
the Gambia. The University 
and Dr Stamford have been 
working in the Gambia with 
local people over many years 
and are currently focussed on 
the development of a river 
cruise project up river to allow 
tourists to visit river-side 

locations in a small-scale 
Sustainable manner. 
This tour uses small craft, 
hotel guides and the Myth of 
the Ninki Nanka Dragon - a 
local mythical river dwelling  
creature (monster!) - in order 
to blend modern journeying 
with traditional experiences 
and values. A fascinating 
journey and an excellent 
concept. 
 
Our second speaker,  
Phoebe Smith, is a                             
well-known adventurer and  
past editor of several travel 
magazines and author of 
many outdoor guide books - 
the latest of which,  ‘Britain’s 
Best Small Hills’, was raffled 
on the night and won by Year 
7 pupil, Ellie Butler.  Phoebe 
spoke enthusiastically about 
the values of small-scale 

camping expeditions around 
the UK and the multiple 
benefits of ‘getting out into 
the countryside’ and the 
psychological and physical 
benefits of escaping the often 
frenetic modern world.           
A very enjoyable,         
inspirational talk.  
We are very grateful to both 
speakers and to those of you 
who were able to attend. 
Please look at: 
www.rgs.org/events  
for more upcoming events in 
the region or pick up an Royal 
Geographical Society 
programme from School 
Reception. 
We shall look forward to 
hosting more evening lectures 
at LGGS in due course and 
hope to see you there. 
J. Haslam, FRGS 
Head of Geography 



International Women’s Day 

Every year the art exhibition is 
a much anticipated event in 
the school calendar.  
As a department we are again, 
immensely proud of the efforts 
of all GCSE and A level art 
students. Each year they 
surprise us with new and 
inventive ways, they inspire us 
with their work ethic and 
challenge others to produce 
work of such a high standard. 
The work displayed at 
exhibition was testament 

to the amount of time and 
effort that has gone into the 
work and the care and 
attention to detail that LGGS 
art students have. Over the 2 
years we have seen each 
student grow in confidence 
and become better than they 
ever thought they could be. 
We are proud to be part of the 
creative journey that each 
student has gone on and we 
wish everyone the very best 

for their future.  
Thank you to the friends and 
families of the student who 
also supported us on the 
evening of event, we really 
appreciate your continued 
support. Keep drawing, 
painting and creating. 
Frances Ashton Year 12 
For me the highlight of the 
night was seeing the 
impressive and diverse work 
produced by the GCSE classes. 
I loved the creativity shown 

and the range of artwork 
produced. A particular 
favourite iof mine was the 
artwork created using nails 
and thread. The atmosphere of 
the evening was amazing. No 
matter what room I entered, 
there was always high energy 
and excitement from the girls 
explaining their work to 
parents walking around, with 
an uncontrollable smile of 
pride. Bella Rushi Year 12 

The night of the art exhibition 
is always a highly anticipated 
and well prepared for event. 
The quality of the artwork gets 
better every year and is an 
event that every student is 
excited for with the highlight 
being the outstanding  A level 
work being displayed. The 
sophisticated atmosphere and 
the great appreciation of the 
art received from the parents 
was a perfect ending to 
themonths of hard work put in 

by every student. 
Maddie Green Year 12 
The highlight of the exhibition, 
for me was the Year 13 work. 
The high standard and 
amazing work was slightly 
overwhelming when I realised 
this would be me in a year. I 
was so inspired in getting a 
glimpse of the school talent. 
 
Claire Williams 
Head of Art 

ART EXHIBITION 

Pupils showing off their creativity 

EXHIBITION 



EXHIBITION 



GOOD LUCK TO OUR 2018 LEAVERS  

‘The support provided by Miss Allen and  
Ms Pardoe is exceptional and made my time here 
much easier than it would have been  
without them.’ 
Eleanor Hollings-Tennant  

LGGS has a very friendly environment,  
with some absolute legends of teachers …  
being taught by them is truly inspiring. 
Year 13 Leaver  

‘I will miss the little traditions that we have here, 
such as Junior Drama and Music Festival,  
and I will also miss it because it is the place where 
I grew up alongside my friends.’ 
Lily Armer 

‘LGGS I’ve had some of the best times of my life 
here at LGGS and am extremely grateful for  
everything the School has done for me.’ 
Chloe Scanlon 

‘Every day brought a funny and special memory  
at LGGS xx’ Lily McKernan 

‘I am very glad I choose LGGS to study my A-levels 
in. I feel that the Sixth Form team gives so much 
support and help to get you where you want to be 
next year.’ Maya Rawcliffe 

‘I loved the community feel of the school, the 
cadets and all the friendships I have made.’ 
Bethan Evans 

 



Thank you to everyone who  
purchased online via  

School Angel we have  
currently raised  £2,352 

through pledges.  
This figure is rising weekly! 

 

If you are planning a holiday  
why not support LGGS and book  

via School Angel!  
 
 

Happy shopping! 

DONATE TO LGGS AT NO EXTRA COST TO YOURSELF  

WHEN PURCHASING HOLIDAYS, BOOKS, STATIONARY & CLOTHES ONLINE IF YOU 

PURCHASE VIA SCHOOL ANGEL  - A PERCENTAGE IS DONATED TO LGGS 

Available via the School’s Home Page  

GOOD LUCK TO OUR 2018 LEAVERS  

‘Thank you!’  Kate Shaw  
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SPORTS DAY 
Tuesday 10th July 2018 at The LGGS Sports’ Field 
 
Special Guest and presenter of Prizes: 
Emily Borthwick, England and GB High Jumper 
Don’t forgot sun tan lotion … glasses … and sun hat! 
 

IF IT RAINS, THE BACK UP DATE IS WED 11th JULY 

MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Each year tickets sell out for this very 
popular event. Please purchase tickets 
well in advance of the event to avoid 
disappointment as there are unlikely 

to be tickets on sale on the night.  
Thank you 

6.30pm on Wednesday 18th July 2018 
 

Tickets are now on sale priced £3 

@LGGSSport 

DIARY DATES 



 

   FUTURE EVENTS SUMMER TERM 2018  
 

JUNE 
 

26th    Induction Day Sixth Form 
27th    New Year 7 Induction 
28th    Year 9 Inter House  
    Open Evening   
JULY 
 

4th      Inter Schools Athletics 
5th     Geography Visit to ??? 
10th      Sports Day 
12th      Sports Presentation Evening 
13th      Silver DofE Practice 
16th      Celebration Evening 
19th      School Closes for Summer 
 

FOR YEAR 5 PARENTS AND THEIR DAUGHTERS 
 

Join us for an Open Evening on Thursday 28th June 2018 5.30 pm - 7.45 pm 
This is an opportunity to bring your daughters to look around the school and to talk with pupils and staff. 
 
Talks by the Headteacher about Admission Arrangements: 

5.30 pm, 6.00 pm, 6.45 pm and 7.15 pm 
  

The closing date for registration for the Entrance Tests is:  12.00 noon on 19th September 2018 
The Entrance Tests for September 2019 Admissions will be on:  Saturday 29th September 2018 

DIARY DATES 



The teachers do everything they can to help you pass,  

they care about you doing well, they prepare you  

as much as possible so just have confidence in yourself.  

Olivia Barton 

GOOD LUCK TO OUR 2018 LEAVERS  
Mrs Cahalin and everyone at LGGS 


