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TO OUR SPRING NEWSLETTER Welcome 
Welcome to the first 

newsletter of the Spring 

Term. It has been a very busy 

half term especially for our 

Year 13 and Year 11 students 

who have had their mock 

exams.  

 

Despite not having had formal 

exams during the last two 

years, the students rose to 

the challenge. We were very 

pleased with the commitment 

shown. Of course there is still 

much more work to be done, 

but the mocks will help 

students identify where they 

need to improve and show 

where they are on the  

right track! 

There has been higher than 

usual absence from both 

students and staff due to 

Covid but we are hoping the 

worst is over. Many of our 

extracurricular activities have 

resumed. Miss Sharples and 

her team are delighted with 

attendance at sports clubs 

with a total of 299 pupils 

attending at least one club a 

week. Participation in Year 7 

and 8 is especially high with 

60% of the year group 

attending. There will be more 

activities running next half 

term. We are planning a 

programme of arts and craft 

activities for our younger  

 

students run by Year 12 

volunteers and we are looking 

forward to World Book Day 

on March 3rd. 

Thank you for your continued 

support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs J Cahalin 
Headteacher 

LGGS ASSEMBLIES  
 

We are still holding our assemblies online as we find it makes a much 
smoother start to the school day and allows for follow up discussion in form 
time. This half term students in Years 7 to 11 have been reminded about 
the key British values and how they can be seen in our LGGS community 
alongside our key values of care, challenge and contribute.  
 

For  Safer Internet Day we focused on the importance of respect in terms of online relationships. This 
week we have been promoting children’s mental health week using the resources from Place2Be, with 
the theme of Growing Together. Challenges  
and setbacks can help us to grow and adapt and trying new things can help us to move beyond our 

comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and potential. 
Young people have been particularly affected by the last  
two years and it is not surprising that national studies are  
now showing an increase in mental health problems. It can  
be difficult for parents too. The parent support area on our 
website includes some   useful resources and please do  
contact members of our pastoral teams if you have  
concerns or would like some advice  
 

Wellbeing - Lancaster Girls' Grammar School (lggs.org.uk)  
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World Book Day 2022 on 

Thursday 3rd March we will 

be raising funds for ‘Missing 

People’.  

To kick start the celebrations 

we have a great Author Event 

with Phil Earle lined for Year 7 

on Monday 21st February and 

hope to announce an event 

for Year 8 soon. 

On Monday 28th February we 

have the World Book Day 

‘Heroes Bake off Competition’ 

which is open to all year 

groups.  After the judging the 

cakes will be sliced and sold at 

lunch time with the proceeds 

going to our chosen charity. 

There are some great prizes 

and ‘goodie’ bags lined up for 

the winners of the many 

competitions. 

Events on World Book Day 

itself include dressing up as 

book characters with the 

theme ‘We Can Be Heroes ... 

just for one day’. There will 

also be a huge book sale and 

book swap, free book tokens 

followed by ‘Drop Everything 

And Read’ at 3.15pm plus 

much more. 

We hope all our students and 

staff will get involved and 

enjoy the day raising the  

profile of reading for pleasure 

throughout the school. 

Mrs K. Edge,  

Resource Centre Manager  

GET READY FOR WORLD 
BOOK DAY 

 



FEBRUARY’S  

BOOK OF THE MONTH 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH LITFEST'S BIG READ 2022  



One of the most important 
things to recognise when 
discussing the Holocaust and 
its effects, is what came 
before the Holocaust and 
how it came about.  
 
Jewish life was prosperous, 
and it is important that that  
is part of the nuanced 
conversation surrounding  
the Holocaust. 

Elie Weisel’s statement 
highlights the significance of 
listening and learning for 
ourselves which gives us the 
responsibility to then pass on 
our knowledge of the 
Holocaust to our own 
generation and beyond. 
Whereas hearing statistics 
about the Holocaust can take 
away from the sensitivity of 
the subject, actually hearing 
the testimonies of real 
people, similar to ourselves in 
many ways, serves to 
humanise the suffering 

endured and the lives lost. 
Listening to real human 
stories helped us to 
understand this physical and 
spiritual tragedy and made us 
realise just how important it is 
to pass on the memory of all 
those caught up in events 
beyond their control. 
Jewish people had lived in 
Europe for thousands of 
years, in communities in 

Greece, Rome and around the 
Mediterranean. By the early 
20th century Jewish people 
lived in every country in 
Europe and held a variety of 
national, religious and 
political views and identities. 
But to the Nazis, being Jewish 
was simplified to being part of 
a race of people identified as 
undesirable; Nazi laws 
brandishing Jewish people 
with bright yellow stars was to 
an attempt to humiliate them 
and use them as a scapegoat 
for Germany’s economic 

problems. This calls into 
question the humanity of the 
Nazis themselves; while it 
might be easy to instantly 
dehumanise them and label 
them as monsters, the truth is 
that they were ordinary 
people who for a multitude of 
reasons took part in the brutal 
regime of the Holocaust. 
While reflecting on such a 
sensitive subject as the 
Holocaust, it is important to 
remember that all these 
actions were done by humans, 
and this type of reflection can 
give us more insight into 
humanity as a whole and how 
we can further better 
ourselves as a species. 
Studying on the ‘Lessons from 
Auschwitz’ project with the 
Holocaust Educational Trust is 
a wake-up call to become 
upstanders for humanity. 
Sacred Jewish items, such as 
menorah (eight-branched 
candle used in Jewish 
worship) were “… hidden in 
the ground so that we, who 
have the importance and 
responsibility to understand 
the story, can discover them 
again for ourselves, in this 
generation, and for many 
generations to come.’  
Rabbi Daniel Epstien 

LESSONS FROM  
AUSCHWITZ PROJECT 
 

 Reflections from Salewa, Tilda and Sophie, Year 12 

‘When you listen to a witness,  

you become a witness’ Elie Wiesel 



SCHOOL COUNCIL 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ACHIEVEMENTS & PROGRESS In recent council meetings we have discussed 

numerous issues, many of which we have managed to solve. While working with Merit First, 

we decided that many of the current issues in school are linked to the Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDGs) of Quality Education, and so we have decided to focus on this - 

changing our school in hope of a even greater education and supporting charities that help 

schools all over the world. Our charity of choice is ‘Days for Girls International’, an organisation 

working for “menstrual equity and education by developing global partnerships, cultivating 

social entrepreneurs, mobilizing volunteers and innovating sustainable solutions that shatter 

stigma and limitations for women and girls” (www.daysforgirls.org/our-mission).  We are 

hoping that our support can help with this movement. 
 

Another issue, which I’m sure many of you  

have complained about before, is the school 

uniform!  We’re working towards making our 

uniform more inclusive, both in school and 

during PE. Shorts, pleated skirts, skorts and  

a couple of other items are all on the agenda, 

so keep your eye out for further updates. 

Many constructive opinions have been put 

forward, including reorganising the paper 

recycling scheme (well done Maryam and the 

Year 7 team), quieter areas for KS3 and pupil 

participation in building new resources for 

subjects such as Citizenship.   

All your concerns and opinions are important   

to us, however trivial you may think they are, 

and we do listen and take on board any 

opinions you may have now or in the future.                  

If you have any ideas or queries, please do              

talk to your form representative.  

I look forward to keeping you informed on all 

ongoing matters. 

 

Hannah Stembridge, Year 10, Head of Annual 

Report 

https://www.daysforgirls.org/our-mission/


EXERCISE NIGHT OWL 

Eight LGGS students from Years 9-11 
together with forty eight LRGS cadets                    
took part in an exercise which took place    
on Friday 28th January. 
The cadets were split into six sections to 
complete four command tasks including 
using night navigation to find friendly forces 
agents and deactivate a minefield, all whist 
evading enemy patrols, navigating their                 
way through very difficult terrain and in            
near total darkness. 
The exercise was a huge success and 
although tough at times, it was great fun. 
Special congratulations go to                              
Adelaida Banchero on her promotion                  
to full Corporal and congratulations also                 
to Clara Heim, Gigi Golhar, Liya Andrews,               
Holly Bowskill, Bethany Evans,  
Katie Hastings and Ella Tsepelin who  
all did exceedingly well under very  
arduous conditions. Lt Edge 

Well done to Year 7 students Avyayi, Alona and 
Nieve, who organised a successful charity event 
during lunchtime on 8th February.  
The queue wound around the Atrium, as students 
patiently waited to ’Guess the soft toy’s name’ or 
purchase sweet treats from the girls’ stall.   
This very popular event, was in support of Unicef, 
the world's leading organisation working for 
children in danger … read more. 

UNICEF FUNDRAISER  

 

ONENATION CHARITY CAKE STALL 
Well done to Sarinah in Year 7 who organised a cake stall for the charity onenation, an  
international humanitarian aid relief organisation. The cake stall and donations raised £105.  
https://onenationuk.org/ 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/about-unicef-uk/
https://onenationuk.org/


Kanmani (7.4) 

She moves like a human, but graceful more. 

She talks like a goddess, speaking legends and lore. 

When seeing injustice, her eyes flame, then lose 

control and everything’s dead. 

She feeds on greed and wishes of the ungrateful. 

When she laughs, her clothes change colour, and 

people become kind to each other. 

When she cries, she floods towns and all the good 

disappears. 

When she dreams, the space fills her head - the 

history of space, a tonne of explosions, and the 

cries of mourning mothers. 

And though she holds power, she is terrified of 

humans. 

 

She-wolf, in disguise (Julia, 7.4) 

Lovely, and kind, 

Her voice can’t be denied. 

Under the mortal skin,  

a serpent lies. 

Up in the air, 

down on the ground, 

wherever she travels, 

death shall be found. 

Sweet and kind, 

a wolf in disguise, 

but loneliness she can’t stand. 

Amelie (7.4) 

The snow falls as she cries. 

She moves like a swan. 

The air shatters like ice as she speaks -  

Rainbows appear when she laughs. 

She fears war and death, 

dreams of nothing, just dark and empty 

silence. 

Her skin reflects her emotions. 

As she speaks, the world silences. 

Leaving nothing, just a trail of black ink 

behind her… 

 

 

Florence (7.1) 

She glides along the riverbed like a ghost who’s not 

quite dead. 

Her voice is quiet, as soft as a whisper. 

Her temper, though, could make you blister. 

She feasts on lost love, tears and sadness. 

Her laugh scares even devils and demons. 

When she cries, time stands still – even the wolves 

she fears, still. 

But in the silent-dark-of-night, she dreams of love - 

not of fights. 

 

 

 

As a follow up to winning Lancaster Litfest’s Poetry Mosaic 

in October, we were delighted to welcome (via Teams) 

Kate Wakeling who hosted an online poetry workshop 

with our Year 7s on 14th January.  Taking inspiration from 

one of Kate’s own poems, students took part in a really 

active session, producing their own pieces depicting a 

powerful and inspirational mythical figure.  It was 

LITFEST POETRY  
WORKSHOP 
WITH  
KATE WAKELING 



Warisha (7.3) 

She glides swiftly across the halls. 

Loud, high-pitched, 

her voices screeches in delight. 

Anger in her eyes, 

she stops the unjust act in its tracks. 

She feasts on power. 

The sunlight shining its rays upon her. 

When she laughs, the earth shakes -  

sending her loud laughs echoing for all to hear. 

When she cries, it adds to the ocean - 

sending floods of anger across the world. 

When she’s afraid, the world stops –  

encouraging her to move on. 

She dreams of her family, 

 the one she left a long time ago. 

 

 
Lyra (7.3) 

Her voice thunders and rumbles through the sky - 

The voice of the Earth. 

 

She is from long ago, faraway; 

She is beyond good and evil. 

 

Her food is a feast of stars and fire 

that burn through the skin of the world. 

 

Her tears are the world’s; 

her joy is the world’s. 

 

She doesn’t dream, but somehow sleeps. 

Past, present and future are hers to shape. 

 
Sophie (7.2) 

A pillar of mist drifting across the moonlit water, 

The cold breath that floats on your cheek, 

The thing that steams up your window, 

The dust that settles on your bedside table, 

It’s all her. 

She’s there. 

Watch out. 

She’s the firefly that buzzes in your ear, 

The whispers that are sucked into the wind. 

She holds the worst memories, 

Her life-never-ending 

Past. Her biggest  

That ear-splitting shriek that dances on the wind. 

Her laughter - the cry of a child. 

The tsunami, the hurricane, the drought, the 

earthquake, the storm, the 

Explosion, the typhoon, the stampede, the summer 

with no sun - 

She is never happy, and never will be. 

 

 

Noa (7.2) 

She moves stealthily across the room, 

Her voice quiet and deep. 

She feasts off human energy, 

She is strong-minded and threatening. 

When she laughs, the earth erupts. 

When she cries, the world fears. 

At dark she dreams of conquering. 

 

 

Robyn 7.2 

It slides from shadows like tar. 

Its voice is soft yet loud as water dripping in the 

soundless dark. 

It recedes to the shadow and watches, impartially. 

It feasts on sap and birds. 

When it laughs, the wind picks up and torrents 

through the trees, causing them to sway with the 

force. 

When it cries, the trees bleed. 

They fear the felling of their forests. 

When they sleep, it dreams of red skies and black 

suns 

Of blood and beauty. 

Of fear and of flames. 

 

“The students brought such fo-

cus and spirit to the session 

which was amazing”. 

Kate Wakeling  



The competition started with an online 
qualifier round which took place over ten days 
and included a variety of questions to 
introduce us to cyber security. We created a 
team name  of “President Puzzles”, after 
Lojain’s really funny impression of a President. 
After the online qualifier round, we 
successfully got through to the next round of 
the competition, the regional final for the 
North-West of England in Manchester’s 
MediaCityUK, where we came third.  
What we will take away from this opportunity 
is that it introduced us to new interests that 

we may consider using in the future, it has 
encouraged teamwork and friendship and has 
shown us that there are so many opportunities 
for women in cyber security. Currently, only 
16% of cyber security jobs are taken up by 
women. 
It was such an honour to represent LGGS 
during this competition and we would like to 
thank Miss Clapham, Mrs Cahalin and Miss 
Bellin for making this experience possible. 
 

Lojain Gengehy, Beth Dickinson,  
Rachel Haywood and Olivia Williams - 
President Puzzles. 

CYBERFIRST COMPETITION WRITTEN 
NORTH WEST FINALS  

The Cyberfirst competition was an unforgettable experience, which will always be one of our 

favourite school memories. The competition encourages girls to pursue a career in cyber securi-

ty, it includes lots of fun, but challenging, puzzles and problems.  



UNIFORM 
 

We have set up a dedicated email for our recycled unform to 

make it easier for parents to get in touch. Currently we have 

plenty of hoodies, navy jumpers, skirts and  skorts  in stock.   

Please email 

recycleduniform@lggs.lancs.sch.uk with 

your requests and sizes. Mrs Brown who runs 

this will get back in touch and let you know 

availability. Parents can come in and collect 

or students can simply pop into the medical 

room and pick up their items. All items are 

sold on a donation basis. Recycling uniform is 

obviously  very cost effective and sustainable 

so please make use of this facility. We are 

also grateful for any donations of uniform 

which you child no longer requires.  

We are currently  

reviewing our  

uniform to ensure it  

represents good value  

for money. We are reducing the number  

of branded items, In addition there will be a 

new school skirt which the School Council  

has approved and some shorts rather than  

a skort, again after demand from students. 

None of these items are compulsory and   

of course students can carry on wearing  

existing uniform.  

Well done to our Sixth Form Maths students who Qualified for further rounds of  

the Senior Maths Challenge last term: 

 
The six students below qualified for the Kangaroo: 
Emma Chandler 
Elizabeth Fearnhead 
Natalia Graham 
Amie Putland 
Virginia Watson 
Peiwen Xia 

Congratulations also to Radhika Argawal qualified for the British Olympiad. 
Well done to all students who took part in the Maths Challenges so far this year. 
Mrs A. Wilcock, Head of Mathematics 

MATHS CHALLENGE  
QUALIFIERS 
 

mailto:recycleduniform@lggs.lancs.sch.uk


A SAMPLE OF ARTWORK 
FROM OUR TALENTED  
STUDENTS 

We hope you enjoy the following selection of images and hope to showcase more work during 

the coming months. 

Artist of the Week 
Ayisha Bawla  

Year 13  



Flo Holdsworth 
Year  13 



Year 7 Citizenship classes have 
been discovering about how to reflect and 
empathise upon ‘the Journey’ taken by 
refugees all over the world. Our students 
have undertaken a spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural (SMSC) response to their learning: 
Spiritual: The opportunity to explore beliefs, 
experience and faiths, feelings and values; 
enjoy learning about oneself, others and the 
surrounding world; use imagination and 
creativity and reflect on experiences.  
Moral: The opportunity to learn what is right 
and wrong and respect the law; understand 

consequences; investigate moral and ethical 
issues and offer reasoned views.  
Social: The opportunity to use a range of social 
skills to participate in the local community and 
beyond; appreciate diverse viewpoints; 
participate, volunteer and cooperate; resolve 
conflict.  
Cultural: The opportunity to explore and 
appreciate cultural influences; appreciate the 
role of Britain’s parliamentary system; 
participate in cultural opportunities; 
understand, accept, respect and  
celebrate diversity. 

CITIZENSHIP 


