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Why we are running this scheme  

  

First and foremost it is about the learning and not about the technology.    

 

Lancaster Girls’ Grammar School are committed to providing the best learning experience for our 

students, and preparing them for the wider world outside of school. We strongly believe that this means 

providing students with access to technology. 

 

Having their own learning device helps students get seamless access to lesson resources which are 

designed to make the most of technology. Being competent with technology is becoming increasingly 

important in the wider world and we want to ensure students are as prepared as possible for a digital 

society. There have been numerous studies that suggest students enjoy and gain more from their 

learning when they are given frequent and consistent access to technology. 

 

Using Technology to enhance Learning 

• Build digital literacy and fluency 

• Future proof learning in the 21st century 

 

We have used Microsoft Office 365 and many other digital learning resources and tools successfully 

over the last 3 years.  This has fully demonstrated the enhancement to learning and the many 

opportunities that technology has opened up for student learning, personalisation, student 

engagement, collaboration and research. 

 

This method of learning was invaluable in the periods of remote learning and during the Covid 19 

pandemic.  As in many areas of society and aspects of everyday life today the use of technology has 

become a major part, and not to continue this development in student learning would be a disservice 

to our students. 

 

We involved students and teachers about developing the use of Edtech to support learning and involved 

them in the device choice too.   They told us of a growing desire to maximise its potential and that is 

why we began moving forward with helping every child to have their own device for learning which is 

linked to our network. 

 

We worked quickly to invest in a school-wide wireless network and updated ICT infrastructure, to allow 

students to use these devices easily.  A 1:1 device scheme provides individual access to a digital device 

for every student and enhances the learning experience that our students enjoy.  We are leading our 

students into a digital future, equipping them with the tools necessary to excel in a world where 

technology is at the forefront of every organisation. 

 

• We shall be using Technology to enhance learning, so it is important to recognise that we do not 

believe that digital devices will replace the teaching that takes place in our school or remove the 

need for pen and paper, but we believe that planned use can enhance what we already do. So 

students will still use exercise books and handwriting in lessons, which will allow us to blend the 

use of technology with more traditional approaches 
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• We are adapting the way we work to suit this modern generation and build their digital literacy and 

fluency, and we anticipate that they will become more independent and resourceful learners 

 

To support this aim, the school runs a charitable donation scheme for the benefit of LGGS, asking for 

voluntary donations to support school resources, with gift aid if applicable.  Under the scheme rules 

the laptop remains the property of the school over the scheme duration.   

 

What the scheme provides  

 

We aim to provide a scheme which gives students access to technology in terms of the hardware and 

software that they will need to make the most of their studies, while also offering the appropriate 

support to you and your family – which we hope will bring peace of mind. 

 

This programme is only possible with the support of families. Our hope and expectation is that all 

families will enter into the programme.  

Parents are asked to make a monthly contribution of £15.00 per month over the three years (36 

contributions) of the scheme starting 1st September 2022.  

 

For students in receipt of the Pupil Premium, families will not be asked to make any financial 

contributions and will receive a laptop free of charge.  This is supported by the Pupil Premium grant 

that the Government awards to schools.  

 

Some financial support in the form of a reduced contribution can also be offered to families with a low 

household income who wish their child to benefit . 

 

At the end of the 3-year period the school will offer ‘end of scheme’ laptops for purchase for those 

families who have contributed throughout the scheme, for £10. 

  

 Your child will be provided with:   

  

A HP ProBook x360 11 G5 EE computer * 

• A wide range of software  

• A full 5-year warranty  

• Accidental damage and theft insurance  

• Initial set up and training in September with pupils 

• Full technical support at LGGS  

  

* see page 9 for attached data sheet and full specification  

 

Your child will be asked to bring their laptop with them to school each day, charged.  With a weight of 

1.44 kg and measurements of 29.97 x 22.35 x 2.11 cm (11.8 x 8.8 x 0.83 in) (width x depth x height) the 

laptop and lightweight case will fit comfortably inside their schoolbag.  It is important that the laptop 

is kept in this protective case when it is not being used.  The battery will run for up to 16.5 hours 

depending on use so should not run out during the school day.  They will use it in most of their lessons 

and will also be expected to use it at home.    
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What happens after 3 years?  

At the end of the 3-year period the school will offer families that have participated fully in the scheme 

‘end of scheme’ laptops for purchase 

The school will continue to provide technical support where possible after this time, but you will be 

responsible for the cost of any repairs after this time.  The school’s insurance cover will cease on this 

date so you will assume responsibility for providing any damage and theft insurance after this time.   

Most of the commercial software which is installed on the laptops is subject to an educational licence, 

so if the laptop is no longer being used at school (for example, if your child leaves the school) we will 

need to uninstall this software.  

 

Other financial information  

  

The laptop is provided with software, a carry case and a mains charger, along with insurance, a warranty 

and technical support. 

  

The school will not be responsible for any other costs incurred by parents associated with this scheme 

– for example, the cost of a home Internet connection, peripheral equipment such as external drives, 

memory sticks and printers, or the cost of electricity used to charge the laptop.  It will also not be 

responsible for any damage caused to other computing items in your home through use of the laptop, 

or loss of any data caused by use of or failure of the laptop.  

  

The school reserves the right to claim financial compensation from parents if the conditions outlined in 

the home school agreement are not adhered to, or if loss or damage occurs outside the terms of the 

school’s insurance policy.  

  

Improper use of the laptop  

  

We are confident that your child will get enormous benefit from their use of their laptop and will want 

to use it constructively.  However, the school reserves the right to restrict, temporarily or permanently, 

your child’s use of their laptop if they fail to keep to the conditions of the Home School Agreement or 

the Acceptable Use Policy.  In the unlikely event that there are deliberately repeated or very severe 

breaches of these agreements by your child we reserve the right to take the laptop back from your child 

permanently.  No refund would be given in this case of any parental contributions for use of the laptop 

up to that point.  

  

Installation of software on the laptops  

  

The laptop has a comprehensive range of software already on it, and you will not need to buy any 

additional software yourself.   

 

Your child’s laptop is primarily an educational tool, and our overall principle is that only software with 

some educational purpose should be installed.   
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Keeping your child safe on the Internet  

 

In school, any internet activity is logged and filtered.  This is a legal requirement for a school to provide 

a safe and secure learning environment.  To ensure the safety and security of their device your child 

will not be able to download any age-inappropriate material, access non-learning related websites, nor 

will they be able to install any third-party software downloaded from the internet.   

 

At home, your child’s device will have basic web filtering and parents will be still be responsible for their 

home filtering.  

 

You will need to decide as a family how you deal with the issue of Internet safety.  We have guides to 

help you set up parental controls on our website.  However, it should be noted that these are never 

completely fool proof and can usually be circumvented by a knowledgeable and determined teenager.  

This means that it is really important that you discuss the potential risks associated with Internet use 

with your child and establish some principles for safe use (for example, not giving away personal details 

on the Internet, never arranging to meet anyone you have only talked to on the Internet).  You might 

also want to think about where in your house or for how long your child can use their laptop – it is often 

better to have it used in a “common” area of the house rather than in a bedroom, although of course 

this is not always possible.  

 

Questions and Answers  

Here are answers to some of the questions which may be on your mind.  If you have any other queries 

please feel free to contact us  

• What is the proposed monthly contribution?  

 The monthly contribution to the scheme is the £15.00 per month over three years.  The laptop is fully 

insured against theft and accidental damage and if it breaks down because of manufacturer fault will 

be repaired or replaced free of charge.  Any additional software will be paid for by the school and 

technical support will be provided free of charge.  If your child is on free schools meals now, or at any 

time in the past six years, the school will provide your child with a laptop at no cost.  If your family has 

a low household income (eg. in receipt of certain benefits) we may be able to support you by offering 

a reduced contribution to the scheme. 

• When does my child get the laptop?  

 We anticipate giving out individual laptops to students in a rolling programme in their computing 

lessons once they have had time to settle into LGGS.  Estimated distribution date is October.  

Contributions will commence in September.  

• Can the laptop be used in the evening or at weekends?  

Yes, of course.  Your child will be free to take their laptop home provided they bring it with them each 

day to use in school and transport in in its protective case. 
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• Can I buy a laptop in the High Street instead?  

No.  The devices offered through the scheme would be school managed devices and part of our mobile 

device management network.  Only those people with an LGGS email account can log onto this device 

and it remains school managed whilst at home.  Anti-virus protection is cloud-based and includes the 

basic web filtering you would expect from an educational device while being used in the school; we are 

only allowed to put this on school managed devices.  Likewise the school and educational licensing 

products can only be put on school managed devices.  As such, all required applications and software 

are pre-installed and updated regularly ensuring that our learners always have the tools that they would 

need to support their learning.    

If a pupil brought in their own device, it would not meet our IT security requirements and so would be 

a potential security risk. This device would have to be isolated, thus, the educational and collaboration 

intentions for the use of these devices would not be able to be met for that pupil.  

The complexities of connecting many different types of devices to the network, and of trying to make 

sure that the IT support staff understand the different specifications of different devices, means that 

we have chosen to implement a consistent device.  We want every child to be able to connect quickly 

to the network, to get help and a spare device if theirs has an issue.  We want to make sure that learning 

is not interrupted by technology barriers.   

Furthermore, it is very hard for teachers to plan lessons if they don’t know what devices and Apps they 

will have at their disposal.  We expect teachers to know the abilities of students and be able to provide 

suitable learning challenges for them.  They must know what digital tools are at their disposal and they 

also need to be able to teach students to use these tools.  It would be impossible for teachers to do this 

if there was a complete variety in the classroom.  

The school’s purchasing power means that we have been able to obtain the package much more 

cheaply than would be possible for an individual parent – in fact, buying just the laptop alone would 

cost more than the package including warranty, insurance, support and all necessary software which 

the school has been able to put together. 

• How will the device be security marked? 

The device will have a school asset number to allow us to manage the stock of devices and to ensure 

we know which device your child is using.  In addition, it will be digitally marked to ensure the device 

cannot be used if it is lost or stolen.  

To help ensure your child knows which device is theirs, we will be creating a label to go on the device 

where they will be able to put their name to help with day-to-day identification in school.  A key ring or 

coloured ribbon will need to be attached to the case to help identify their case. 

• How will student usage be monitored? 

To use the device, your child will need a school username and password to be able to log on to the 

device.  They won’t be able to access the device without a LGGS username and password.  The device will 

automatically connect to the school network when onsite and ‘check-in’ with the management server to 

ensure it is updated and secure.  In class, teachers will be able to monitor what programs your child has 
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open and will be able to remotely lock the device if there is a need.  As well as this, our IT team will be able 

to access the devices (but not your child’s data) if needed.  

Students sign an ICT Acceptable Use Policy, which is countersigned by parents and instances of 

inappropriate behaviour when using the devices will be dealt with in much the same way as 

inappropriate behaviour of any other kind, according to the School’s sanctions.  

• How will data be backed up? 

All your child’s documents will be stored in the cloud using their Microsoft subscription.  Their 

documents will be stored in OneDrive and any submitted assignments in Microsoft Teams.  Not only 

does this ensure a document is saved whenever they edit it (if you have Internet access) but also means 

they can access their documents and learning from any device.  

• What happens if your child forgets to charge the device at home? 

Your child will be expected to bring their device in fully charged each day. However, we understand 

that there may be circumstances that mean this is not possible. The battery is rated for over 16 hours, 

so with normal usage throughout the day they will sometimes only need to top up charge. There will 

also be one or two plugs in each classroom specifically marked as charge points.  

• What happens if your child forgets their device? 

We aim to be able to lend them a device for the day in school.  We very much hope that your child will 

quickly get into the habit of bringing it in each day.   

• Can my child put their own personal content on the device? 

The device is provided for their learning and to ensure they can take their learning with them.  Your 

child will be able to download documents to the device and open/edit these – we know that sometimes 

these won’t always be school documents.  If any of this is inappropriate content or interferes with their 

learning, it is expected that it is removed from the device.  Remember that all your child’s documents 

are stored in the cloud and a record of usage may be accessed in certain circumstances.   They will not 

be able to install their own applications such as games or offline streaming applications.  

• Can my child print from the device? 

It is anticipated as your child’s learning becomes more and more digital this will reduce the need to 

print.  If they need to, they will only be able to print at school using the school printers connected to a 

school device, at present. 

At home we have a guide on our website to help connect to any home printer. 
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Safety and Security 

 

• What precautions can we take to minimise the chance of the loss and/or damage to the device?  

While students must learn to bear a large portion of the responsibility and look after their device, we 

recommend that all devices should be kept in the case for carrying and when not required for 

lessons.  This will be especially important at lunchtime, when bags might be put on the floor.  Personal 

lockers shall be provided in the form room and your child will be able to lock the device in there when 

not in use, eg at lunchtime.   We will be talking to the students about ‘bag behaviour’ and taking more 

care of it than they otherwise might.  

 

• Will my child be less safe carrying the device to school? 

As you are aware many schools have successful programmes where pupils carry devices to school, 

which have been running for many years.  Many students currently carry valuable smart phones to 

school and are not under threat because of this.  We would recommend that students follow the same 

sensible precautions for personal safety as they would do at any other time.  As part of our induction 

to LGGS, we cover personal safety, which focusses on safer travel to and from school.  We shall be 

revisiting this when the devices are handed out to the pupils.  

 

• What happens if the laptop is stolen or damaged? 

Theft needs to be reported to the school immediately to activate our insurance cover.  In addition, 

thefts will need to be reported to the police.   All accidental damage is covered as long as the laptop 

is kept in its protective case when not in use, or unless the laptop is wilfully damaged.   Food, drink 

and other liquids should be kept away from the device. 

 

• What happens if I do not join the scheme? 

We will provide laptop computers for use within the school day for students whose parents have 

opted out of the scheme and will ensure that these students are not disadvantaged in lesson time. 

Laptops will be made available on a loan basis for individual lessons, but this does not extend to 

home use. If your child receives free school meals now or has at any time in the past six years, the 

school will provide your child with a laptop at no cost.  

 

• What happens if my child leaves the school?  

Contributions last only until the end of Year 9 so it is unlikely that this will arise.  However, if your 

child does leave the school during this time the laptop can be returned to school and the direct 

debit will be cancelled.  Alternatively, the outstanding balance can be paid in full and ownership of 

the laptop will be transferred to you.  

 

• Will students be able to use devices outside of lessons? 

Yes – students can use devices, at break and lunch, and after school to do work on their devices.   

 

If, after reading through all the details which explain what we are doing and why we are doing it, you have 

any further queries or concerns, please contact:   

 

Mrs Jane Mason, School Business Manager,  j.mason@lggs.lancs.sch.uk  

 

mailto:j.mason@lggs.lancs.sch.uk
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HP ProBook x360 11 G5 EE Specification Details 

 
Left 

1.  Webcam LED     6. World-facing Webcam LED (Optional) 

2. 720p Webcam or optional HP Privacy Camera  7.  Power Button   

3. Microphone      8.  Headphone / Microphone Combo Jack   

4. ClickPad       9.  USB 3.1 Gen 1 Port   

5. World-facing 5 Megapixels Webcam (Optional)  10.  Security Lock Slot 

(Nano lock sold separately)   

 

 
Right 

 

1. Power Connector     4.   USB 3.1 Gen 1 Port   

2. Ethernet (RJ-45) Port     5.  USB Type-C™ (Data and Power in-out) 

3. HDMI Port      (Cable not included)   



10 
 

AT A GLANCE  

 

• Starting at 3.16 lbs (1.44 kg) touch   

• At 21 mm (0.83”), this flexible 360° hinge converts to laptop, tablet, tent, stand or book 

mode easily   

• Designed to pass MIL-STD 810G testing with rugged features such as co-molded rubber trim, 

spill- and pick-resistant keyboard, and Corning® Gorilla® Glass 3 touch screen   

• Optional dual camera system for project-based learning   

• New optional active HP Pro Pen is engineered for the classroom – durable tips require less 

replacing   

• Pre-installed with Windows 10 Pro 64, Windows 10 Pro 64 (National Academic), Windows 

10 Home 64, or Windows 10 Pro in S mode 64, FreeDOS2   

• Powered by Intel® Celeron® N4000, Intel® Celeron® N4100 and Intel® Pentium® N4020, 

N4120 and Pentium N5000, N5030 processors   

• Choice of 29.4cm (11.6") diagonal HD UWVA slim LED touch screen (1366 x 768) or 29.4 cm 

(11.6") diagonal HD SVA slim LED touch screen (1366 x 768) displays   

• 64 GB eMMC, 128 GB SATA-3 TLC Solid State Drive or up to 256 GB SATA-3 Solid State Drive 

storage options   

• Up to 8 GB system memory for enhanced memory management    

• Reliable connectivity with choice of  Intel® Dual Band Wireless-AC 9560 802.11a/b/g/n/ac 

(2x2) WiFi and Bluetooth® 5.0 Combo WLAN or Intel® Dual Band Wireless-AX200 

802.11a/b/g/n/ax (2x2) Wi-Fi 6 and Bluetooth® 5.0 Combo WLAN  for learning and 

collaboration beyond the classroom   

• Built-in ports include: Ethernet (RJ-45), 2 USB 3.1 Gen 1, USB Type-C™, and HDMI 1.4b port 

for connecting to high resolution displays   

• Enhanced security TPM 2.0 discrete chip   

• Battery life Up to 16 hours and 45 minutes 
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