
    English Department    

 

This course promotes engagement with literary fiction and non-fiction across a range of different time periods. Students are also encouraged to work collaboratively and to 

accept that in English, there is no ‘right’ answer, only different interpretations. 

 
 

Key skills 

READING WRITING SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

English Language (8700)  
AO1: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas; 
select and synthesise evidence from different texts 
AO2:  Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to 
achieve effects 
and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views 
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are 
conveyed, across two or 
more texts 
AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references 

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and 
register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information 
and ideas, using structural 
and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts 
AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures 
for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
AO7: Demonstrate presentation skills in a 
formal setting 
AO8: Listen and respond appropriately to 
spoken language, including to questions and 
feedback on presentations 
AO9: Use spoken standard English 
effectively in speeches and presentations. 

English Literature (8702) 
AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. 
AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a 
writer to create meanings and effects, 
using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 
AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts 
and the contexts in which they 
were written. 

AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation. 

Autumn 

Students read and examine a range of literary non-fiction articles on the theme of travel writing, making connections between the genre conventions of this style of writing. Students hone their analytical skills in 
the style of English Language Paper 2, Section A (Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives) whilst also considering how writers use descriptive techniques to enable their reader to immerse themselves in the 
experience of the writer. This segues into a descriptive writing assessment in the style of English Language Paper 1 Section B (Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing). 
 
In preparation for their study of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde as part of the GCSE Literature syllabus, students will study Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Sign of the Four, giving them an understanding 
of some of the contexts of the Victorian era 

Assessment 
Analysis of an extract from Sign of the Four prose extract in the style of AQA’s 
English Literature 8702/1 ( / 30 ) 

Descriptive writing based on a visual stimulus 
( / 40 ) 

 

Links 
 

History, Geography   

Spring 
Students read and explore a range of different fiction across all forms – including film – looking at the way different cultures and social groups have been portrayed in the past, how and why these representations 
have altered over time and the social factors that drive this change. Students will be given opportunities to practice questions in the style of AQA’s Language Paper 1 (and Paper 2) as dictated by the content of 
the extracts provided. 

Assessment 
Literary analysis of a given extract in the style of AQA’s English Language 8700/1 
qu. 4 ( / 15 ) 

Throughout the academic year, students will be working independently on a reading project, choosing an area that they 
would like to focus on (the representation of women being one example). In the spring term students submit their finished 
project and present their findings to their peers. 

Links 
 Art, Design Technology, Citizenship, Music, ICT, Geography, History 

Summer 
Students formally begin the GCSE English Literature (8702) by studying 9 of the allocated 15 poems for AQA’s power and conflict cluster  
 

Assessment 
Full response to Paper 2 Section B – students are permitted to use a copy of the poems, unlike in the GCSE examination 
( / 30 ) 

 

Links History, Citizenship   


