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What we’ve been up to in History Society!
20/06/2018
Meeting:
History of
Lancaster

04/07/2018
Meeting:
The Wars of the
Roses

11/07/2018
Meeting:
100 years of
female suffrage

26/09/2018
Meeting:
The monarchy in
Britain

03/10/2018
Meeting:
Rhodes must fall!
Discussion

05/10/18
Talk:
Elizabeth Roberts
on
Neighborhoods

10/10/2018
Meeting:
The peace
movement

15/10/2018
Assemblies:
Black History
Month

17/10/2018
Meeting:
The Civil Rights
Movement

05/11/2018
Assemblies:
Remembrance
Day

07/11/2018
Meeting:
World War One in
Lancaster

14/11/2018
Meeting:
Lessons from
Auschwitz

21/11/2018
Meeting:
Quakers in
Lancaster

05/12/2018
Meeting:
History of Art,
Guernica

11/12/2018
Talk:
Philip Withington
on Humanism

12/12/2018
Meeting:
The History of
Fairytales

19/12/2018
Meeting:
BIG CHRISTMAS
HISTORY QUIZ!!

16/01/2019
Meeting:
the history of
refugees

23/01/2019
Meeting:
The Easter Rising
1916

30/01/2019
Talk:
Dr. Christopher
Donaldson on
the French
Revolution

06/02/2018
Meeting:
The Peterloo
Massacre

13/02/2019
Meeting:
Mary Queen of
Scots

15/02/2019
Talk:
Beth Parker on
the Materiality of
the Civil War

06/03/2019
Meeting:
International
Women’s Day

20/03/2019
TV showing:
Horrible
Histories

03/04/2019
Meeting:
Historical objects
and origins

27/03/2019
Meeting:
Women in the
Spanish Civil War

24/04/2019
Meeting:
History quizzes

A brief history of History Society at LGGS
History Society was the first LGGS society, and a trendsetter for all the
subsequent exciting and successful societies. It began with Beth Parker in
2013, and has since then continued to provide LGGS with lively discussion
and interesting guest speakers. It allows people with varying levels of
expertise to explore their interests, sharing views and opinions on a variety
of topics.

Meet today’s team…

Emma
President: After putting myself through history
coursework in year 12, you might think that I’d
be ready to leave history behind, but this is
surprisingly not the case. In history, I’ve found
an inexhaustible range of events and people to
study, and this informs me with what is
happening in the world today, which I also find
interesting. I have found my studies in RS and
Spanish (particularly the cultural aspect) useful
in creating a broad picture of history, and I plan
on doing a degree to gain further
understanding of history, with the particular
hope of finding something which I can
specialise in.

Sophie
Vice President: I am fascinated by medieval
and ancient history. Recently I have learnt
more about Viking Danish history of the early
1000s, following on from my article published
in the 2011 Silverdale Hoard. I have enjoyed
reading Tom Holland’s fictional narrative
‘Rubicon’, and I would recommend it to any
other classicist. ‘Sapiens’ by Yuval Harari is
also a must-read, discussing evolutionary
history which spans civilisations, as well as
socio-political issues.

Penny
Vice President: 7 year old me believed without
question that the Tudors were an unrivalled era
of historical intrigue. Now 17 year old me
knows that to be untrue. History is so full of
scandal and conspiracy that I plan to do a
history degree so that I can answer
unanswered questions about everything that
interests me: Irish history, Twentieth century
history, International Relations and – purely for
the nostalgia, the Tudors.

Emily
Vice President: My favourite part of history
would have to be Early Modern Europe, with
my favourite historical figure being Catherine
de Medici. I want to study history in the future
to gain a better understanding of the role
religion and philosophy plays in history – it
fascinates me that this can be seen throughout
all eras. In my spare time I love watching Lucy
Worsley documentaries and I would highly
recommend them to all my fellow history
lovers.

Teachers’ Interviews
Mr Yearnshire
If you were doing an Historical Inquiry, what would it be on?
I think I would probably do something on the radical groups that emerged during
the Civil war era e.g. the Diggers, the Levellers and the Ranters as this is
something I am interested in but have never been able to study properly. I am
also currently reading quite a lot about migration to Britain in the twentieth
century, particularly those of the Windrush generation so maybe something on
that and racism in Modern Britain, American History, perhaps Native American
cultures or the Black Power groups in American in the 1960's & 70’s.
If you could make one historical event a national holiday, what would it be, and
why?

Why just one holiday, I would give us all a few more than that! But if I am only
allowed one... 10th December (1948) to commemorate the signing and
publication of the Charter of Universal Human Rights. This is because these
ideals are relatively new, incredibly important, but fragile, threatened or never fully
realized around the world today. They seem like the basis for a decent and
humane world; something everyone could celebrate.
Which historical event do you think
changed the world the most/made the
world what it was today?
For better or worse... the Industrial
Revolutions of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries.
What would you most like to be
remembered for?
I don't mind how I am remembered
really. It might be good to be
forgotten! If I have to be remembered
maybe with some fondness by the
people who knew me. Someone who
could make a nice meal and good
coffee and who you could string a
vaguely
interesting
conversation
together with.

If you weren't a history teacher, what
do you think you would be doing?
Oh wow... the possibilities... Something
with no marking... Possibly running my
own coffee shop/café/bar or gym, or
something involving making, sharing,
selling good food and drink, a tree
surgeon, giving physiotherapist/sports
massages, or living 'off grid' somewhere
in the wilderness in my own
smallholding and likely doing it badly
and being very hungry!

Who from history would you like to
meet?
Two of my grandparents I never knew
or met and know so little of.

Teachers’ Interviews
Mr Flory
If you were doing a historical
enquiry, what would it be on?

If you had to give your child a historical name,
what would it be?

This is hard to answer because, and
this is may sound clichéd, but the more
you find out about history, the more
you realize that there is so much more
you don’t know. The A-level Spanish
history course seems fascinating but I
also like medieval history. I would be
very interested in looking at Henry II
developing the Angevin empire and
Eleanor of Aquitaine because this is
part of the British empire which no one
ever remembers. Henry II was known
as the human chariot because he
travelled so much. He travelled from
England to France something like 35
times in his life, which is pretty good
going for the 13th century.

Recently there has been a surge in AngloSaxon names, like Arthur or Alfred. I can't
choose a monarch’s name because you know
what I think about the monarchy. Whatever I
say I feel like I’m going to be tied into it. I like
the name Harold or Harry, and for a girl I like
the name Emma. Emma of Normandy was
pretty fierce.
Who is your favourite historian?
Richard Evans. Well, Mark Morris is the best to
read, he’s written a great book on the Norman
conquest. But Evans because he’s an
absolutely amazing historian. When David
Irving denied the Holocaust, he led a team
through a lot of source material to prove the
Holocaust. I think that this work made him a
hero… And he’s really funny on Twitter.

What do you think has been the defining historical event of your lifetime?
I remember the attack on the twin towers well because I was 10, nearly 11, and I
remember going into school that morning and everyone was talking about it. Another
event which was a slow burner but important was Blair getting elected in 1997. Life
became better for a lot of people, for example the changes he made to education, but he
made horrendous mistakes and I think the war in Iraq was shameful. Blair becoming
Prime Minister was a turning point in politics in that it hastened the end of Liberalism and
began to push people to the extremes to where we are now. So, I would say a
combination of Blair being PM and 9/11, two things which are inextricably linked. After
9/11 Blair came to see the world as a struggle between good and evil, and Britain began
to get involved in disastrous Middle Eastern foreign policy.
If you weren’t a history teacher, what would you be?

What would you like to be
remembered for?

My dream job would be to just run or to be an
adventurer. I would like to be sponsored by North
Face or Patagonia, so that would be my dream job,
after being a history teacher, because this is my
dream job. Realistically, had I not gone into teaching
I think I would have gone into something really
soulless, like marketing or advertising but I would be
unhappy. I did a 3-month marketing internship at
Manchester United, and I hated it. It was the worst.

I really value anonymity. Fame
holds no enticement for me
whatsoever, so I don’t think I’d
want to be remembered outside
of my immediate family. I’d like to
be remembered as a nice and
helpful person as a teacher but
being famous I think would be
rubbish.

Teachers’ Interviews
Miss Allen
What did you do your thesis on at
University?
My degree offered choice
between a dissertation and a
double specialist unit. I chose the
double unit on the English Civil
War. I really enjoyed the way the
lecturer taught; it was taught
entirely through source material. I
read a lot by a certain Oliver
Cromwell. It was a fascinating
journey to read the words he
wrote in the context of his time.

Favourite historian?

I really enjoy reading Orlando
Figes, I find his work very
approachable. ‘Just Send Me Word’
is an extraordinary work which
stitches together the letters of Lev
and Svetlana through 14 years of
war and separation through the
gulags. It is compassionate and
powerful, a beautifully crafted work
of personal and national history.

In your opinion, which historical group contributed the most to modern
society?
The people who have pressed for the freedom to vote and be represented,
who have stood their ground against the odds. The people in Manchester in
1819, the Chartists, the Suffragists and Suffragettes, the car seat machinists
at the Ford factory in Dagenham and Barbara Castle in 1969.
If you weren’t a history teacher,
what would you be doing?

What would you like to be
remembered for?

I honestly cannot imagine not
being a history teacher. I like
gardening, maybe I would be a
garden designer!

Maybe someone out there has
enjoyed learning and found
something inspiring, maybe I have
played a part in that.

What would you say is the defining historical event of your lifetime?
The collapse of the Berlin Wall 1989. It was incredible. The consequences
were unthinkable.

Speakers
Dr Elizabeth Roberts
Neighbours
In October 2018, historian and former LGGS girl Dr Elizabeth Roberts gave a
talk on ‘Neighbours in the Early 20th Century’. Dr Roberts spoke of how
important neighbourhood communities were in the early 1900s, with the
religious teachings of ‘Love thy neighbour’ and ‘Treat others as you would
have them treat you’ being an influence in behaviour. Neighbourhoods were a
way of keeping behavioural standards, for example if a child was playing in
the street and being naughty, they might receive a slap from a neighbour.
Gossip was also mentioned as being a way in which social expectations were
maintained; one got a bad name if doing something wrong. However, these
communities also helped each other out a great deal when people were in
times of need, such as when a bereavement occurred. Roberts concluded
that whilst neighbourhoods did enforce conformity, they were also places
which encouraged growth. It was fascinating to hear about the lives of
working class men and women, particularly in the Lancashire area.

Dr Christopher Donaldson
Helen Maria Williams: An Englishwoman in Revolutionary Paris
Dr Christopher Donaldson from Lancaster University spoke about Helen
Maria Williams, an Englishwoman who experienced the French Revolution
first-hand while living in 1790s Paris. She was a religious dissenter, novelist,
supporter of abolitionism and of the ideals of the French Revolution,
becoming imprisoned in Paris during the Reign of Terror. Her letters mark her
as particularly notable among her contemporaries, as they constitute an
invaluable record of the central events of the Revolution. Dr Donaldson
explored these letters, particularly in relation to how they present life in
France in the late 18th Century and the struggles and difficulties of being an
independent woman in France at this time. We’d like to thank Christopher
Donaldson for this very interesting talk.

Speakers
Beth Parker
The Materiality of Military Hospital Care ca. the Civil War 1642-1660
Gunpowder weaponry changed the face of warfare irrevocably from the
1500s to the 1600s. Upon the outbreak of the 1642 Civil War, British
soldiers' experiences with gunpowder warfare significantly increased, as did
their chances of receiving gunpowder weaponry wounds, and even of
dismemberment. Parliament's provision of well equipped military hospitals
like the Savoy and Ely House, London, ensured relief materials were
applied to the bodies of the casulties in a routine environment.
This talk discussed these materials, provoking questions as to how and why
these materials were used. The resulting insights into the contemporary
imagination of the body were highly fascinating, and highlighted the
experiences of the wounded and disabled, who all too often are omitted
from mainstream histories of the Civil War. It was a pleasure to listen to the
detailed talk that Beth Parker, LGGS alumnae (2013) and holder of a
History of Design MA (RCA/ V&A Museum), provided.

Philip Withington
Renaissance and Reformation
This talk introduced the idea of 'practical humanism': i.e. the 'Renaissance'
habit of looking backwards, to the 'ancient' past of the Greeks and Romans,
in order to find the skills and knowledge to address contemporary problems.
This habit was not limited to art and architecture, as people often think, but
in fact characterised most aspects of life in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. In this talk, Philip Withington discussed the methods that
institutionalised practical humanism in early modern education and culture
more generally; in particular, how it informed the beliefs and evangelism of
both Protestants and Catholics. This entertaining talk was a triumphant end
to the Christmas term, and was highly appreciated by all who attended.

Assemblies
Black History Month
In October, the UK (along with the US, Canada
and the Netherlands), celebrates Black History
Month. To commemorate this important
celebration, History Society did an assembly on
Arts in the Civil rights movement. We looked at
songs such as ‘We shall overcome’, an anthem
which became associated with the Civil Rights
Movement from 1959 when Guy Carawan sang
it with Pete Seeger; it quickly became the
movement’s unofficial anthem. The song has
since been used in protests worldwide. This
assembly was a very interesting one to
research, and highlighted the importance of
remembering the struggles and achievements of
Black citizens throughout history.

Remembrance Day
The 11th November 2018 marked the 100 year
anniversary of Armistice Day, the armistice
which ended fighting on land, sea and air. To
commemorate the First World War, we decided
to look at local and personal stories of
contributors to the war effort. We looked at the
story of the Butterworth brothers, in which four
brothers from the same family sadly died during
the war. We also looked at the influence women
had on the effort, for example the Preston
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Buffet, set up in 1915 to
help feed soldiers. We loved researching this
assembly; looking at stories from Lancashire
really brought home the personal aspect of the
First World War. Every individual had their own
story, and we hoped to make some of these
known.
What school did: The lower years were asked to
design their own poppy to go on a ‘Wall of
Remembrance’ in the main hall. It was
fascinating to see each individual’s own
response to the stories from World War One.

Holocaust Memorial Week
In November 2018, 4 LGGS
students were granted the
opportunity to visit Auschwitz
with the Holocaust
Educational Trust. The
seminar beforehand was an
informative afternoon,
particularly listening to the
story of Janine Webber, a
woman who had survived the
Holocaust. On the day of the
visit, we were struck by the
personal belongings that
people had brought with them.
This allowed us to realize the
personal side of the
Holocaust, and how the
victims were just ordinary,
integrated members of
society. They were not always
‘outsiders’ of society as the
Nazis wished to portray them.
In Auschwitz I, the Book of
Names can be found,
containing the names of 4.2
million people who were killed
during the Holocaust. In the
evening, we took part in a
service conducted by Rabbi
Barry Marcus. At this poignant
service, we listened to stories
of individuals, and listened to
prayers sung in Hebrew by
the Rabbi. After the trip, the 4
students presented an
assembly to years 7 to 11 to
explain the horrors of the
Holocaust. Whilst being a
difficult experience, it was
incredibly enlightening.

Anniversaries
Peterloo Massacre 1819
The Peterloo Massacre occurred in 1819 due to tensions which had been rising
between the working people and the ruling elite. In the 1800s, just 2% of the
British population had the right to vote, and there was only 1 member of
parliament representing the North. To protest against this lack of democracy, as
well as high food prices, 60,000 protesters gathered on St Peter’s Fields in
Manchester on 16th August 1819. The meeting was intended as a demonstration
of discontent, and its objective was parliamentary reform. Few expected the
extreme violence which would result. Trouble arose when the Manchester
Yeomanry were ordered to arrest the speakers, fearing the size and power of the
crowds. When the crowds tried to stop the arrests, violence ensued. The
Hussars, a brigade of soldiers, were ordered in and also used violence against
the public. The number of those affected is disputed, but it is likely that around 18
people were killed, and 700 were injured.
The significance of the Peterloo Massacre was that it led to the Chartist
Movement, from which grew trade unions, and paved the way towards people
being given the right to vote. The Massacre is also largely credited for the
Representation of the People Act of 1832, which made changes such as granting
Manchester 2 MPs, and Salford one. Whilst there were still many changes left to
be made, for example the majority of men still could not vote, and no women
could vote, this Act demonstrated that change was possible.
To commemorate the 200th anniversary of the Peterloo Massacre, a memorial is
being designed (see bottom right). It is expected that it will be unveiled on 16th
August 2019. The memorial will have a compass and will point to different areas
people marched from into Manchester to protest. The memorial will also remind
the visitor of other protests across the world. Manchester is holding a range of
events this year to get people involved in acknowledging the significance of this
event and the importance of democratic freedom. To learn more, visit
https://manchesterhistories.co.uk/projects/peterloo2019 .

Anniversaries
Rwandan Genocide 1994
2019 marks 25 years since the Rwandan Genocide of 1994. This event
demonstrates the danger of ethnic division. During the genocide, members of the
Hutu ethnic majority killed as many as 800,000 people, mostly of the Tutsi
minority. Tensions had been building since 1959, when a Hutu revolution had
forced as many as 300,000 Tutsis to flee the country, causing the Tutsis to
become a smaller minority. By 1990, around 85% of Rwanda’s population was
Hutu, and the other 15% being predominantly Tutsi. In order to maintain peace,
in 1993, the Hutu leader named Habyarimana signed an agreement which would
share out power between Hutus and Tutsis. This agreement angered Hutu
extremists who felt that they had a right to power over the Tutsis. The spark which
set off the genocide was when, on April 6 1994, a plane carrying Habyarimana
was shot down, killing him and all others on board. It was never clear whether the
culprits had been Hutu extremists or Tutsis. Nevertheless, the act was sufficient
to anger Hutu militia groups, who began setting up barricades and slaughtering
Tutsis and moderate Hutus.
Excessive violence continued for two months, with villagers being killed in their
own homes, often by their own neighbours. Schools and churches were also
targeted. In the midst of the violence, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (consisting
largely of Tutsis) had continued fighting for power, and by early July had gained
control over most of the country. In response, more than 2 million people, nearly
all Hutus, fled Rwanda as the Rwandan Patriotic Front established a coalition
government, with a Hutu as president and a Tutsi (Robert Kagame – today the
president of Rwanda) as vice president. Yet the vice president it could be argued
had more significant power, as he controlled the army. A new constitution in 2003
eliminated reference to ethnicity, and Rwanda’s first ever legislative elections
were held not long after.
Since the genocide, there is still a way to go. There are still tensions between the
Tutsis and Hutus, with the government being described by critics as an ‘ethnic
autocracy’. However, Rwanda’s life expectancy has doubled in the past decade,
and child mortality has plummeted. The economy has grown significantly, making
it on of the most desirable African countries to invest in. Rwanda held a memorial
week in April 2019 to remember the victims of the genocide. At a memorial site at
the beginning of the week, Kagame pledged that history would never repeat itself,
and that ‘together we have woven the tattered threads of our unity into a new
tapestry’. A walk was undertaken by 2000 people from Rwanda’s parliament to
the national football stadium, and candles were lit in a night vigil.

Book Reviews
Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Harari
Sapiens retells our human history in a startling new perspective
that exposes Homo sapiens to be the only animal to believe in
concepts of the collective imagination, such as our gods, states,
human rights and money. It also controversially suggests that
capitalism has been the most successful so far of all religions that
humans have created, also suggesting that our happiness has not
grown exponentially with our communal growth as a world
community.
In Sapiens, Harari explains his view of human history and
development in an effective yet incredibly rich language, and the
arguments he makes, though at times sensationalist and perhaps
too assertive, are nonetheless fascinating. It has received
scholarly criticism, but its public reception has been phenomenal,
with Bill Gates ranking it among his ten favourite books! If you are
interested in science, history, the arts or indeed even just about
humanity itself, this book is for you.
Ranking:
Rubicon: The Triumph and Tragedy of the Roman Republic by
Tom Holland
Rubicon begins with a gripping account of Julius Caesar’s fateful
crossing of a small border river, the Rubicon, which plunges the Roman
Republic into catastrophic civil war, resulting in its blood-stained
transformation into an Empire. Through Holland’s skilful retelling, some
of the most legendary Roman heroes are brought vividly to life,
including Cicero, Spartacus, Brutus, Cleopatra and the Emperor
Augustus. It is clear Holland has intense admiration for the humanity
behind the often notorious characters of the history of Rome and he
portrays the ideology of Rome as equally self-sacrificing and
immensely ambitious. Though at times a little dense for the beginner to
Roman history, I would recommend Rubicon to anyone interested in
not only the history of Rome, but anyone fascinated by Romance
languages, politics, economics, law, infrastructure, and of course arts
and culture, all which have links tracing back to Ancient Roman society.

Ranking:

Film Reviews
Hidden Figures
This heart-warming film details the contribution of previously
overlooked black women, Katherine Jonson, Dorothy
Vaughan & Mary Jackson, and their contribution to the
launch of astronaut John Glenn into space. The true story
presents the extraordinary feat of women who had the odds
stacked against them by a society imbued with racism.
Theodore Melfi’s film sheds light on the forgotten story.
The current movement in recognition of previously
overlooked historical figures (forgotten for reasons of race or
gender) emphasises the importance of re-examining history.
Using an impressive cast to create an endearing story
demonstrates the power of remembering discrimination, but
also the importance of moving beyond it, to a society where
racial discrimination can truly be a thing of the past.
Ranking:

Mary Queen of Scots
In January a new film about the life of Mary Queen of Scots
appeared in the cinemas. As an A-level history student
studying this period and someone with a general interest in
history, I highly anticipated the film. I was not disappointed.
The film was a heartfelt attempt to tell the story of two queens
caught in a desperate struggle for dominance. A particular
highlight was the performance of Saoirse Ronan as Mary. Her
piercing blue eyes and ferocity make her perfectly cast for the
role.
The film adopts John Guy’s revisionist approach (outlined in
his biography of Mary Queen of Scots). In an attempt to
reverse history's condemnation of Mary, any sisterly cooperation is sabotaged by male belligerence. My main
criticism of the film is that this approach renders both of the
female protagonists as people-pleasing and weak, especially
Elizabeth who we see as a mad-woman sitting around
lamenting the fact she never had children. This attempt at a
feminist re-telling of their stories actually results in the
opposite. Nevertheless, the film is visually spectacular. Both
costumes and scenery help to create such an atmospheric
and emotionally complex film.

Ranking:

Exceptional Students
This year we have had many exceptional students to
celebrate, both current and past LGGS girls!
Firstly, Lucy Huddleston had a major achievement in that her essay
was highly commended in the Newnham College Cambridge essay
competition. The essay title was ‘Can filmed representations of the
past contribute to historical knowledge?’. This is a brilliant and well
deserved achievement.

Another exceptional student is Beth Parker, who left LGGS in 2013.
Beth was the founder and President of the LGGS History Society
from 2012-2013.
Since leaving LGGS, she has completed her BA in History at the
University of Sheffield, graduating with a First in 2016. She has
completed her MA in History of Design with the V&A, after being
awarded a scholarship due to her ‘Exceptional Renaissance/Early
Modern’ work. She was honoured in her year with the Victoria and
Albert Museum/Royal College of Art Wainwright Memorial Prize for
the class of 2018.

Essay Competitions
To celebrate International Women’s Day, an essay
competition was held for Key Stage 3. Two options were
given: Write a poem about a woman from history; or write a
letter to a historical woman congratulating her on her
contributions to gender equality. We were very impressed
with all the entries, and the effort that had been made by
enthusiastic historians. The wide range of women that
were chosen, from Ella Baker to Emeline Pankhurst,
shows an encouraging attitude to the study of female
history at LGGS.
Our winner was Honey Gott (Year 7), who wrote a
beautiful poem on Rosa Parks.
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The first name of Henry VIII’s first wife

Husband of Victoria

The only British Prime Minister to be
assassinated

Adolf Hitler was born in which
country?

Greek god of the sea

State in which JFK was assassinated

Longest serving prime minister of the UK

Leader of the Cuban Revolution who
became President of Cuba from
1950-2008

Who had his head chopped off in 1649?
Longest serving British monarch

European inventor of the printing
press

Thank you for reading!
We have loved being
LGGS’ History Society
2018 - 2019
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