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Season’s Greetings

WELCOME
Dear parents and students, I hope you enjoy reading our Christmas newsletter and find the
news of our school and students’ achievements of interest. You will also find useful advice
for families.
students have coped with
everything admirably
remaining enthusiastic
throughout the whole year
(well, most of the time!)
When students have had to
self isolate they have
approached this sensibly,
showing independence and
commitment to their learning.

Although adapting to the new
normal has at times been
challenging, there have been
many positives too. The

DIVALI
Spending Diwali in lockdown
certainly wasn’t the ideal
way people wanted to
celebrate a festival so
strongly focused on creating
memories with friends and
family, especially those you
may not see otherwise.
Despite this, much of the
Hindu, Sikh and Jain
communities have tried to
make the best of the
situation and come up with
creative solutions to ensure
that a little light is brought to
their loved ones lives in this
lockdown. My family for
example, left presents and
sweets at people’s
doorsteps, before running
back to the car to call them

I would like to thank all our
LGGS parents who I am sure
may initially have had
concerns about the return to
school. Thank you for your

about the surprise. For the
family that are too far to
visit, many video calls were
scheduled, both for the
cousins in Manchester and
my grandparents in India.
I was disappointed not to be
unable to see the firework
show at the temple this year,
we tried our best to stay
cheerful and celebrate the
aspects of Diwali that hold
true significance. Everyone
has different interpretations

continuing appreciation and
trust in us. It’s always good to
hear about what is working
well and what could do with
some improvement.
Finally thank you to all the
staff at LGGS. Your
commitment and the way in
which you have coped with
so much change has been
fantastic. I wish you all a
relaxing and healthy
Christmas.

Mrs J Cahalin
Headteacher

of the festival, and in my
family, we like to emphasize
new beginnings and old
friends, as my mother likes
to say. Diwali ultimately
commemorates the triumph
of good over evil, or light
over darkness, something
that we kept in mind while
staying safe at home, for all
the key workers that are
tirelessly trying to achieve a
similar victory.
By Shailee Ghodke.

Thank you to everyone who took part
in our Christmas Jumper charity event
which once again brought a smile to
everyone at school.
An impressive £1052.50 has been raised
so far from the Christmas Jumper Day.
The donations are to be split between
two worthwhile charities, 'Save the
Children' and 'EducAid', a Sierra Leone
charity LGGS works with.

SEASONAL GREETINGS
FROM LGGS LIBRARY
It has been such a shame this term not being able to welcome
you all in person into our wonderful library. Although,
it has been very heart-warming to receive your emails and
requests for books and information via the Accessit Library catalogue helping us to support
all your reading needs!
The book boxes in the form rooms have also proved very popular and will be refreshed in the
New Year. Please find below a few suggestions for excellent new winter titles and some
Christmas favourites. Have a fabulous Christmas holiday, keep up with your reading and don’t
forget to send in your requests via the Accessit link. Mrs Edge, Librarian

YOUNG ADULT (12+) WINTER HIGHLIGHTS 2020
The Silent Stars Go By
By Sally Nicholls,

The Fountains
Of Silence
By Ruta Sepetys

Seventeen-year-old Margot was a
respectable vicar’s daughter but when Harry
her fiancé was reported Missing in Action
from the Western Front, and Margot realised
she was expecting his child, there was only
one solution she and her family could think
of. She gave up her baby to her parents, to
be brought up as her younger brother.

A portrait of love, silence, and secrets under
a Spanish dictatorship. Madrid, 1957.
Under the fascist dictatorship of General
Franco, Spain is hiding a dark secret.
Meanwhile, tourist, eighteen-year-old Daniel,
son of an oil tycoon, arrives in Madrid with his
parents hoping to connect with the country
of his mother's birth through a camera lens.

The Gilded Ones

Furious Thing

By Namina Forna

By Jenny Downham

Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in fear and
anticipation of the blood ceremony that will
determine whether she will become a
member of her village. Already different
from everyone else because of her
unnatural intuition, Deka prays for red blood
so she can finally feel like she belongs.

From the critically acclaimed author of Before
I Die comes a remarkably affecting story of a
girl who burns with anger for reasons she
can't understand, and the power and risk that
comes with making noise. Fans of E. Lockhart,
J. Niven, and G. Foreman will find their own
fury in this exceptional novel for our times.

Mind The Gap, Dash And Lily
By Rachel Cohn
For Dash and Lily, it's beginning to look a lot like … distance!
Just in time for the series release of Dash & Lily on Netflix comes a new helping
of love - this time across the pond as best-selling authors Rachel Cohn and
David Levithan send Dash and Lily to England.

YOUNG ADULT (12+) CHRISTMAS READS 2020
Mistletoe And Murder

A Christmas Carol

By Robin Stevens

By Charles Dickens

Daisy and Hazel are spending the Christmas
hols in snowy Cambridge. Hazel has high
hopes of its beautiful spires & cosy libraries
but there is danger lurking in the dark
stairwells of ancient Maudlin College.

We know Scrooge, Tiny Tim, and the Ghosts
of Christmas Past, Present, and Future, not
only as fictional characters, but also as icons
of the true meaning of Christmas in a world
still plagued with avarice and cynicism.

Let It Snow

Shiver

Three Holiday Romances
By Maureen Johnson

By Maggie Stiefvater

A Christmas Eve snowstorm transforms one
small town into a romantic haven. A cold hike
from a stranded train … no one would think
that a trip to the Waffle House through four
feet of snow would lead to love.

Grace has watched the wolves in the woods
and one yellow-eyed wolf is a presence she
can't live without. Sam has lived two lives in
summer, a few months of being human until
the cold makes him shift back to a wolf.

Blood Red,
Snow White

North Child
By Edith Pattou

By Marcus Sedgwick

Arthur Ransome leaves his unhappy marriage
in England and moves to Russia to work as a
journalist. He has little idea of the violent
revolution about to erupt as he becomes
dangerously and romantically entangled.

A beguiling epic of magic, love, loss & betrayal
based on the traditional fairytale ‘East of the
Sun, West of the Moon’. The lyrical writing
and bold sweep of the story as Rose travels
north will cast a spell over every reader.

CHRISTMAS
HOUSE
ART
COMPETITION

FLO, YEAR 12 PERPIGNAN

Well done to everybody who
took part in our Christmas
Art Competition.

ART
DEPARTMENT’S

The interpretation on the theme of
Christmas allowed the students to
show their creativity and talent and
to support their school House.

CHRISTMAS
HOUSE
COMPETITION

The results for each House
are as follows
Joint first Aalborg and Perpignan
Second
Lublin
Fourth
Rendsburg
AYESHA, YEAR 7 RENDSBURG

GIGI, YEAR 9 RENDSBURG

TABITHA, YEAR 7 AALBORG

DAISY,
YEAR 7
LUBLIN
HEIDI, YEAR 7 PERPIGNAN

SAFFRON, YEAR 8 PERPIGNAN

POPPY, YEAR 7 AALBORG

LGGS BLACK HISTORY MONTH
2020 COMPETITION

LGGS COMPEITION
As you may well know from
a newsletter earlier in the
term, there have been a
range of activities and
celebrations organised as
part of LGGS Black History
Month 2020 in school in the
Autumn term.
One element of these
activities was a whole school
competition which had the
following brief:
We want you (pupils) to tell us
about inspirational black
individuals from the present
and past that you think should
be known about and
celebrated. You are to produce
a one-page (A4) celebration of
their lives, and/or
achievements, showing why
you think they should be

celebrated. This can include
images, illustrations and
symbols as well as text. We
would like to make a display of
all this work in school and on
the school website. There will
be winners and prizes for each
year group which will be
judged by the LGGS History
Society Committee.
We were delighted to receive
a wide range of entries from
students in most year groups
at school and were impressed
with the high quality research
and creativity demonstrated
in the entries we received.
The competition was judged
by the LGGS History Society
Committee. Many thanks to
all those who took part in the
competition and to the LGGS

History Society President,
Charlie Denby and the rest of
the History Society Committee
for their work in judging.
Prizes were awarded to the
following students:
YEAR 7*
Eva Lavender, who made a
detailed and attractive poster
with an in depth look at Rosa
Parks, a very influential
woman.
Zara King who made an
informative poster on Harriet
Tubman, a very inspiring
woman who many may not
have heard of.
(Two prizes were awarded in
Year 7 following the high
number of entries from this
year group).

YEAR 8
Raahi Patel who made an
informative piece on the very
influential person of Ruby
Bridges, with an excellent
analysis of her impact in the
1960s and now.
YEAR 9
Saffron Allan whose poster
on Mary Seacole had a lovely
design and was very
educational.
YEAR 10
Emily Yates who made a very
informative and interesting
poster about the inspiring
Katherine Johnson, with
excellent analysis of her
impactful role in history.
YEAR 12
Jasmine Patel whose poster
on Patrice Lumumba was
incredibly interesting and
I feel many people will be
able to learn something
new from it.
OVERALL WINNER:
Lucy Bowler whose poster on
Queen Nanny was incredibly
creative, with a very beautiful
drawing, and clearly, a lot of
effort has gone into it. She
told a very interesting and
inspiring story, one which I
myself have never heard, and
told it in a very inventive way
Prize Winners will shortly be
receiving a copy of David
Olusoga’s new book ‘Black &
British: A short essential
history’.
LGGS History Department is
delighted to have begun
involvement in a new research
project with Lancaster Black
History Group (LBH). LBH is a
new grassroots community
group of local residents

working to fight racism
through education. It was
formed in June 2020 by two
local women, Geraldine Onek
a local Black primary school
teacher who is a former child
refugee, and Rebecca Joy
Novell, a social worker who
currently works for Lancashire

County Council’s Refugee
Integration Team, specializing
in Community Development
and Integration. The group
came together in response to
the Black Lives Matter
protests in the city, which
Continued on next page

continued
were led by school children,
university students and local
unions. The main aim of the
group is to make Lancaster a
leading example of how Black
British histories can be
included in all aspects of
education, arts and society.
The group includes
representatives from across
the community – local
community activists, school
teachers, arts organisations,
voluntary groups, academics
and historians.
LBH have been successful in
applying for a small
community-based research
grant from Necessity info
(https://necessity.info/), an

independent funding group.
LBH is hoping to work with
local communities, including
LGGS, to trace the history and
links that prominent local
families had with slavetrading and the triangular
Transatlantic slave trade. As
part of this project students
from LGGS will be carrying out
new archival research with
the idea that they will coproduce and develop
educational resources for use
by the local community (e.g.
local schools, councils and FE
institutions) and potentially
regional and national groups
and organisations. LGGS
students will be working on
research the Lindow family

North West Youth for Eden (NWYFE) is a
group of young people from Lancaster &
Morecambe, including LGGS students, who
have started a campaign to try and persuade
the government to give the £70m funding
needed for Eden Project North. In just a
couple of weeks (with a budget of £4.99!)
they have built a brand/website and made a
short film that they are about to send to
Boris Johnson and Rishi Sunak on Twitter!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vwzu2ZBMy-8&feature=emb_logo
They want others to join in with the movement
and I am pleased to be able to share details of

and the areas in the local
environs to the school in and
around Lindow Square and
Queens Street. In academic
terminology we call this way
of doing history - reparative
history - a form of 'repairing'
of history that uses digital
resources and databases, old
and new historical data and
the local community to
reimagine history, bring
healing and positive change.
Pupils should look out for
details of how they can apply
for, and get involved, in this
new, exciting and groundbreaking project in the
near future.
Harry Yearnshire,
Head of History

the campaign and competition with LGGS
families. It's a lovely opportunity for young
people to imagine a brighter future and have
their voices heard. Potentially their efforts
could contribute to making a massive, tangible,
positive difference in the area … with far
reaching positive outcomes.
Another incentive for children and young
people to join in is that there are quite a lot
of prizes (in the form of vouchers).
Applicants need to live in the North West and
be 25 or under to apply.
All details are on their website:
www.nwyfe.org.uk

CREATING PERIOD EQUALITY IN EDUCATION

LGGS is taking part in the
Department for Education's
(DfE) Period Product scheme
to provide free period
products to young people
who need them in schools.
Students can pick up their

free products from any of
the pastoral offices in school
and Reception.
There's a choice of products
including environmentallyfriendly and reusable ones.
We have been able to

We’re online every day
including Christmas Day
Sign up for free at Kooth.com

purchase lots of products
from our DfE grant and there
is no limit on what you
can take.
Please do make use of
this service.

GRAFT’S YOUNG CHANGEMAKER GROUP PROJECT
Over the past few months,
I have helped organise and
curate a socially distanced
exhibition in collaboration
with GRAFT’s Young
Changemaker Group.
The purpose was to raise
awareness for the Black Lives
Matter movement in the
community. For many weeks
we had zoom meetings to
discuss our plans and ideas for
this project, we discussed
what art meant to us and the
importance of it in the world
we live in. We decided the
exhibition should be called
‘Voices: sparking
conversation in art’ and it
would take the form of three
art work displayed around
Lancaster: outside the
Maritime Museum,
Lancaster Museum and
the Cornerstone.
We chose these places
because they are
important, well known
places in the city, and
we hope that when
passing by, people will
take the time to look at
the art and appreciate
the work and effort that
went into them but also
take the time to look at
the website and
appreciate the deeper
meaning to the pieces and
why they are so important.
For the works themselves we
decided to commission three
up and coming black artists, to

put forward a few of their
works that we felt best
represented our cause.
We then chose from those
pieces and decided where to
put them. The artists we
chose are Sumuyya Kahder,
Habib Hajallie and Herfa
Thombson and their works
have been displayed from the
27th November up until
18th December.
The importance of choosing
up and coming artists was
that in the art world it is
extremely difficult to get your
art out there and to be
noticed. It gives these artists
an opportunity to get their
talent recognised.
We also discussed prejudice in
the art world that not only

makes it difficult for artists to
be noticed but it also makes it
much harder for black artists
to be noticed/chosen.
We wanted to give these

artists a platform and make
sure their talent was noticed
and their voices were heard.
All of the art pieces are
displayed on the outside of
the previously mentioned
venues so as to abide by social
distancing measures and do
not involve any interaction,
to avoid transmission risks.
As a group, we decided it was
important to ensure the
artworks were displayed at
this time and so we made
sure not only were they
able to be viewed in a safe
way but also for people who
were not able to see it in the
first place there is an online
website with information
about the exhibition and
the art works are displayed
there also.
It would be great if you
could view the
exhibition in person or
online via the website.
You will find a form on
the website where you
can leave a comment
about the exhibition
and some of these will
be posted on the
website.
I have had so much fun
taking part in this
project over the past
few months and it is so
important to me that
something I have had a part in
is making a change in our
community.
By Thea Westaway, Year 9.

The link to the exhibition website is : https://voices.hotglue.me/
The ink to the Graft website is : https://graftlancaster.com/

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTMAS CARD
COMPETITION
Year 7-9 pupils were invited to take part in a competition run by the organisation Routes
into Languages in conjunction with Aston University, inspiring them to get festive in a
foreign language.

HEIDI MOORHOUSE
YEAR 7. VENEZUELA

ELLA ANDREWS
YEAR 7. SWEDEN

The task was to create a
design for a Christmas card
which depicted Christmas
traditions in another culture.
The only rule was that no
English was allowed, and of
course, the sparklier, the
better!
This is a national competition
open to primary and Key
Stage 3 students, and the
overall winning entries will be
used as the design for the
Christmas cards for Aston
University’s business
associates. We left our
students to their own devices
and we were overwhelmed by
the quality of entries we

EMILY HOLT
YEAR 7. ICELAND

MATILDA GLEESON
YEAR 7, GERMANY

LOJAIN ELGENGEHY
YEAR 7. EGYPT

BETH DICKINSON
YEAR 7. COSTA RICA

received and the level of
research and detail that
students were able to portray.

tree, leaving your boots out
for Nikolaus on 6th December
or rollerblading to church like
the Venezuelans! The overall
winners are listed below.

We had a total of 41 entries
and we have sent them all off
to be judged, and we even
welcomed an entry from a
little sister in Year 4, too!
Here at LGGS we ran our
own little competition.
Each participant has received
a certificate and a chocolate
euro for their amazing efforts.
We hope maybe you will be
able to add the multicultural
vibe to your own Christmas,
whether you will be hanging
Ukrainian cobwebs on your

YEAR 7
7.1 Matilda Gleeson, Germany
7.2 Lucy Bowler, Ukraine
7.4 Kaela Odon, Slovakia
7.5 Weronika Strugala, Poland
YEAR 8
8.1 Hannah Dodsworth,
Germany
8.5 Lorna Yates, Denmark
Very well done to all who
took part!
Continued on next page

Continued

LUCY BOWLER
YEAR 7. UKRAINE

LORNA YATES
YEAR 8. DENMARK

WERONIKA STRUGALA
YEAR 7. POLAND

IRIS HUBBARD
YEAR 8. JAPAN

SOFIA IDESON
YEAR 7. GREECE

LENNY WATT
YEAR 7. FINLAND

OLIVIA WILLIAMS
YEAR 7. FRANCE

HANNAH DODSWORTH
YEAR 8. GERMANY

KAELA ODON,
YEAR 7. SLOVAKIA

AIOFE GEORGE
YEAR 7. INDIA

MAKE YOUR MARK
LGGS took part in the some of the National Citizenship activities and the 'Make Your Mark'
youth voting opportunity as part of UK Parliament
Week. The week includes an annual festival that
engages people from across the UK with their UK
Parliament, explores what it means to them and
empowers them to get involved.
Well done everyone! Especially Year 7 taking part
in the 'It starts with you' chatterbox resource
game in your Citizenship lessons.

SENIOR MATHS CHALLENGE
Many congratulations to the following Y11 and Sixth Form Students who chose to taken part
in the demanding Senior Maths Challenge and have gained the following certificates.
Special mention to our Best in Year students Elizabeth Fernhead and Karishma Parekh, and
Best in School Lydia Allen.
BRONZE
Rebecca Argall, Joan Arputharaj, Aradhana Chavali, Tirtha Desai, Raya McGeer, Amelia Slater
and Eleni Troughton.
SILVER
Radhika Agrawal, Emma Chandler, Dhyana Chauhan, Emily Dale, Elizabeth Fearnhead,
Abigail Fisher, Natalia Graham, Sherry He, Hannah Jackson, Natasha Luthra, El Ozanne,
Neha Philip, Amie Putland, Bethan Twigg, Virginia Watson and Sophie Winder.
GOLD
Lydia Allan and Karishma Parekh.

THE SUNDAY TIMES PARENT POWER 2020
This year The Times and Sunday Times
Parent Power did not update their rankings
using summer 2020 results because of the
disruption to exams.
Our ranking is therefore still based on our
outstanding 2019 results, making us the 35th
best state school in the country.
However they did look at performance over
the decade to rank schools. We are
delighted to have been ranked 4th state
school in the North West based on the last
ten years, and also the highest performing
school in Lancashire.
Well done to all our fantastic students and
LGGS staff

YEAR 7 STUDENT EVA HOPKINS-DOW
PARTICIPATES IN OPERATION ENCOMPASS
Year 7 student Eva Hopkins-Dow supported her mum Anna last month in an important
awareness raising campaign.
Eva’s mum ran an incredible 125 miles in 13 days - which equals three 10 mile runs a week and dedicated every run to a domestic violence homicide victim from across the North West.
In the final part of the campaign Eva joined her mum to run part of the final 13 miles from
Lancaster University to Morecambe prom via Heysham.

OPERATION ENCOMPASS
holidays and weekends.
Information will only be shared
with the school by the police
where it is identified that a
young person was present,
witnessed or was involved in a
domestic abuse incident.
A nominated member of staff,
known as a Key Adult, has been
trained to liaise with the police.
At LGGS our
Key Adult is Miss Bellin. They
will be able to use information
that has been shared with
them, in confidence, to ensure
that the school makes provision
for possible difficulties
experienced by children or
their families.
The Key Adults will keep this
information confidential, and
will only share it on a need to
know basis, for instance, to
teaching staff for the child or
young person. It will not be
Each school is informed of all
shared with other school
such incidents, not just those
students.
where an offence can be
Operation Encompass was first
identified but also those which introduced in
are graded as
Plymouth in 2011,
high risk. The partnership
and has proved very
recognises that all incidents of effective in
Domestic Abuse/vulnerability
providing
can be harmful to children
appropriate and
and young people.
timely support to
This information will be shared young people
throughout the year, including affected by domestic
Lancaster Girls’ Grammar
School participates in
Operation Encompass which is
a unique Police and Education
early intervention safeguarding
partnership. It ensures that a
child/young person's school/
college is informed, prior to the
start of the next school day,
that there has been an incident
of Domestic Abuse or any
incident to which the child/
young person has been
exposed in which they are
considered to be vulnerable
to harm, and which might
then have an impact on them
in school/college the
following day.

abuse. This initiative has been
implemented across the whole
of the Lancashire Police area.
If you would like some more
information about it, you can
view it online at:
www.operationencompass.org.
We are keen to offer the best
support possible for our
students and a recent review of
Operation Encompass showed
that it is beneficial and
supportive for all those
involved.
You might also find these
websites useful.
www.saferlancashire.co.uk/201
1/domestic/index.asp
The new Home Office campaign
‘Something’s not right’, more
details on Childline
www.childline.org.uk

Last year, local schools helped raised an amazing £15000 for St John’s Hospice by taking part in
the 2019 Elf Run. LGGS proudly raising nearly £400 of this total and over ten teachers taking
part from all departments. This year, we are proud to be supporting their 2020 seasonal
sponsored run ‘Reindeer Rush’, in a bid to top this mammoth total!
This is a sponsored run or walk, taking part on Saturday 19th December 2020.
All donations should be made online via our own LGGS JustGiving page.

SIXTH FORM CHARITY
A huge thank you to Year 12 and 13 who donated two car loads of food in November to our
local food bank. This year we have seen an important campaign to increase access to free
school meals for families over holiday periods and the need for food banks remains highly
important with demand increasing. We challenged our Sixth Formers to donate five items each
and they responded with very generous donations. Katy Allen, Head of Year 12

SEASON’S GREETINGS
FROM EVERYONE AT LGGS
DONATE TO LGGS AT NO EXTRA COST TO YOURSELF
When purchasing holidays, books, stationary and clothes online,
If you access your favourite sites via the School Angel tab on the school’s
home page, a percentage is donated to LGGS.

£2471.92
raised so far
See link at the bottom of LGGS website’s Home Page

