
 

Lancaster Girls’ Grammar School - Coronavirus (COVID-19):  funding statement  

Background and context  

The government is providing schools with £650 million of universal catch-up premium funding for the 

2020/2021 academic year.  Schools will receive £80 for every student in Years 7 to 11. This money is 

paid in three instalments and should be used for specific activities to support pupils to make up for 

lost teaching over the previous months. While funding has been allocated on a per-pupil or per-place 

basis, schools should use the amount available to them as a single total from which to prioritise 

support for pupils according to their needs. Schools do not need to spend the funds in the financial 

year beginning 1 April 2020, and may carry some or all catch-up premium funds forward to future 

financial years if they wish.  

In drawing up the plan we have used the Education Endowment Foundation’s ‘School Planning Guide 

2020-21’, We have also taken into account the DfE’s curriculum expectations to ensure that all 

pupils, particularly disadvantaged, SEND and vulnerable pupils, are given the catch-up support 

needed to make substantial progress by the end of the academic year. 

These are   

a. All pupils receive a high-quality education that promotes their development and prepares them 

for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.  

b. Teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the start of the autumn term, but 

make use of existing flexibilities to create time to cover the most important missed content. In 

particular, schools may consider how all subjects can contribute to the filling of gaps in core 

knowledge, for example through an emphasis on reading.  

c Aim to return to the school’s normal curriculum in all subjects by summer term 2021.  

d. Plan on the basis of the educational needs of pupils. Curriculum planning should be informed by 

an assessment of pupils’ starting points and addressing the gaps in their knowledge and skills.  

e. Develop remote education so that it is integrated into school curriculum planning. 

We have also been mindful of research which shows female students have been more affected by 

lockdowns - Mental Health of Children and Young People in England, 2020  

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/mental-health-of-children-and-

young-people-in-england 

The plan has been adapted to reflect that external exams will not take place for Year 11 and Year 13 

and the impact of the spring term extended period of remote learning. Our priority has been to 

address wellbeing issues as it is only when students feel well in themselves that they can learn 

effectively.  Engagement in remote learning during the spring term lockdown was generally strong but 

the scale of well-being issues has become even more evident as students have returned to school, 

meaning we need to prioritise emotional support even more. Our plan is being monitored by the 

Governing Body and will continue to be adapted as circumstances require. 
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