
‘After studying Biology at GCSE I         

never thought I’d be able to study it                 

for A-level. However, the teachers are  

so supportive and have given me so 

much guidance, I am now really  

excited to continue with the course!’ 

Year 13 Student 

 

BIOLOGY 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW 

A-level Biology is examined through end of course 

written exams which combine short and long answer 

questions, extended responses and an essay. 

 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Miss E S Houlihan 

EXAM BOARD:  AQA (7401) 

 

The programme of study will encompass a broad range 

of biological themes and phenomena with an emphasis 

on development of practical skills, and higher cognitive 

skills such as analysis, evaluation and synthesis.                 

The course should be of interest both to those who wish 

to pursue further study in the human biological 

sciences, and to those who intend to develop a broader 

perspective of the natural world. The department offers 

a comprehensive package of study support to help all 

students achieve their potential.  



Future Study Options                            
and Career Pathways    
 

A-level Biological Science,  
when studied in combination with 
complementary subjects, is a valuable  
supporting qualification for entry into 
Medical and Scientific degree courses or 
apprenticeships with an applied or 
therapeutic focus. These include medicine, 
dentistry, veterinary, pharmacology, 
microbiology, conservation and                
academic research. 
Our students’ results at A-level are  
among the best in the country. 
 

 

 

Extended Learning  
Opportunities  
for this Course  

 Veterinary Society 

 Medical Society 

 Dentistry Society 

 Biochemistry Society 

 Mentoring Biology Students 

 Visits to Lancaster University for 

practical extension 

 Field Trip to Lake District 

 Guest Speakers 

 Overseas Trip 

 British Biology Olympiad 

 Intermediate Biology Olympiad 

 

‘Biology is not an easy                        

subject at A-level, but                     

I had wonderful teachers who 

made every lesson interesting 

and unforgettable!’  

Year 13 Student 

 

‘We spent two weeks helping the  

coral research team CORESea on the island of  

Koh Phangan in the Gulf of Thailand. We took the 

diving skills we learned on our Year 13 biology 

expedition to Honduras and with our love of  

science & conservation we had the BEST time!’   

Former LGGS Student studying 

Zoology at Glasgow University 

The syllabus covers 8 key areas: 
 

1 Biological molecules  
2 Cells  
3 How organisms exchange substances with their   

environment  
4 Genetic information, variation and relationships    

between organisms  
5 Energy transfers in and between organisms  
6   Organisms respond to changes in their internal   
  and external environments  
7   Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems  
8   The control of gene expression 
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