
 

We would like you to complete the following 

before we begin: 
 

Sketchbook - create an A5 or A4 sketchbook 
 

 We would like you to begin the course with a 

complete workbook which shows evidence of the 

work outlined below. This will become part of  

your coursework. 
 

The potential project ideas are provided on the last 

sheet. Pick one starting point and create work within 

your book. See examples below. 
 

What you need in your book 
 A title page on your theme. 

 A mind map which outlines the ideas you have 

within this theme. 

 A collection of photographs taken by you on the 

theme. 

 It is desirable if you attend at least one gallery 

over the holiday and put evidence of this into 

your sketchbook. 

 Choose 2 artists who you can respond to through 

the title.                  

 Responses to all of the above in  

your sketchbook (outlined on the next page.) 

 Collect objects and textures that are interesting. 

On the first day bring a bag of interesting objects 

which link  to your chosen theme. 

 

Welcome to the Art Department  

at Lancaster Girls’ Grammar School 

 
YOUR TEACHERS WILL BE 

Ms Nickell              Head of Art  

Mr R Williams    Teacher of Art 

A-level Art at LGGS 
                                              

We hope you enjoyed the introduction day. 

The information in this document will inform you of what is           

required in preparation for next year to ensure you are well 

equipped and prepared for the challenges ahead.  

We suggest that you set some time aside over the holidays to 

begin thinking and indulging in some themes to inform you in your 

first coursework project of the year. 
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Your Concept and Theme 

If you need to discuss your concept, and feel you would 
like to check it first please do not hesitate in contacting Ms 
Nickell on: 

c.nickell@lggs.lancs.sch.uk 

Things to do 
 Resource a concept for your theme. You need to 

ensure the theme is easily accessed through drawing 

and that you are enthralled by the subject matter as 

you will be carrying and developing this theme 

throughout  

the year. 

 Find artists that relate to your theme and that will 

influence your work. Do a search of Contemporary 

artists at Saatchi Gallery and at http://

www.axisweb.org/ and familiarise yourself with the 

Tate learning site and the Young Tate.   

 You may want to observe the new AQA specification 

for the course on the AQA website. Here you can 

begin to understand the course and what is required. 

 
Respond to the requests on the first page.  
In interpreting your theme we want you to respond to 

your artists, photos, your themes and your gallery visits by 

doing sketches, drawings and paintings. As well as this 

we would like to see a variety of techniques which you 

feel most comfortable showing.   

Examples 

 Ink and bleach 

 Fine line and bleeding 

 Photographs with collages over them 

 Photoshop 

 Interesting sketchbook pages 

 Linear drawings 

 Watercolour painting  

 3 dimensional responses. 

Show us who you are as an artist. 
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Useful websites 

 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/as-and-a-

level/art-and-design 

 http://www.axisweb.org/  

 http://collectives.tate.org.uk/content/student-resources 

 http://www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk/ 

OTHER  

We will be visiting Liverpool Gallery at the beginning in January. 

This is an important visit as it is the time when you will need to 

research artists that link to the theme you have chosen. You might 

want to investigate Tate Liverpool and the Walker Gallery and                  

to see what is available at these galleries, which will relate to                 

your theme.  

We are also looking into a department trip to London for the 

coming academic year. 



Explanation of Costs 
 
We ask that you come to the first 

lesson with the necessary funds for 

the equipment to ensure a prompt 

start on the course. The fee may 

seem a large fee to start with but 

you will use a lot of high quality 

equipment and we feel this is a fair 

contribution to the running and 

costs of the art department. 

 

The A2 sketchbook included in the 

cost is a comprehensive 

sketchbook for the processes used 

in the Coursework It allows you to 

be free and experimental in your 

ways of working. 

 

We will also give you a set of 

paintbrushes to use in the art 

department. You will get one set of 

bristle brushes for acrylic work and 

a set of soft pointed brushes with 

soft hairs. We would like to please 

ask you to look after these brushes 

and read about how to care for 

brushes. Please do not leave them 

standing in the paints or in a 

palette because they will just go 

hard. 

 

Having a good set of sketching 

pencils is also a good idea and 

part of the essential requirement 

for A level Art (H, HB, B, 2B, 4B, 6B 

range of pencils).   

 

This will be included in the fee. 

You will be encouraged to keep a 

small A4/A5 sketchbook for note 

taking (your history of art notes, 

resourcing artists, notes, 

scrapbook/ideas and drawing 

sketchbook). 

 

We have acrylic paints and other 

materials to use but we would like 

you to purchase some of your own 

paints as well, especially when you 

need specific colours for a project.  

You will be given a shelf to store 

your sketchbook and you will also 

be given a place in the studio, 

which you will share with another 

student.  You are required to keep 

this table clear of your equipment 

and to ensure that all the 

equipment is packed away to 

make it easy for the next person 

coming to that table. 

 

We are very excited to meet with 

you all in September and hope you 

are looking forward to the 

challenges and rewards ahead. 

 

Have an excellent holiday and 

always be on the look-out!  
 

The Art Department at LGGS 

 A2 sketchbook £8:00 

 Paintbrushes £6:00 

 Set of Pencils: £2.00 

 Printing costs: £15.00 

 Board fees  

standard two A1  

or different shapes: 

£4.00 

 Total: £35.00 

A
rt

, C
ra

ft
 &

 D
es

ig
n

  
C

om
p

u
ls

or
y 

co
st

s 



Year 12 Starting Points  

Transformation The transformation of one form 

into another has been a feature of many artists’ 

and photographers’ work. Wanda Wulz 

produced images that combined her face with 

that of a cat. René Magritte merged objects 

and figures to create surreal images.  

Semushin Alexander and Sheri Howe create 

imaginative responses to their subject matter. 

Consider appropriate contextual material and 

develop your own response. 

 

Relationships The relationship between two 

people is a subject widely explored in art. Klimt, 

Rodin and Brancusi portrayed the tenderness 

between a couple in ‘The Kiss’. David Hockney’s 

‘Mr and Mrs Clark and Percy’ shows tension and 

detachment. Hessam Abrishami and Anders 

Tomlinson produce alternative views. Look at 

appropriate examples and produce your                 

own work. 

 

Issues Organisations such as Amnesty 

International, Oxfam and Greenpeace are 

concerned with issues including injustice, 

poverty and the environment. Their campaigns 

have been recorded by photo journalists, and 

many artists and designers have produced work 

related to these organisations. Investigate 

appropriate examples such as Manoj Maurya 

and produce a personal response to an issue 

that concerns you. 
 

Layers Some artists and designers create  

work using layers which can reveal and 

conceal. The layers can be transparent or 

opaque, thick or thin, smooth or textured. 

Gerhard Richter has produced work by 

dragging layers of paint across a surface.  

Susie Freeman uses transparent layers of fabric 

to encase tiny objects. Catherine McIntyre 

creates the effect of layering in her 

photographs. Lydia Burris experiments with 

colour and textures. Research appropriate 

examples and develop your own work. 
 

Animals, birds and plants Animals, birds and 

plants have provided artists, designers and 

photographers with a rich source of material for 

their work. You might like to consider aspects 

such as   colour, pattern and decorative 

qualities. Refer to appropriate examples and 

produce a personal response. 

Time and weathering Materials and surfaces 

change with the passage of time and the 

effects of weather. Food rots, wood decays, 

metals rust and stone is weathered and  

eroded by rain and wind. Anne Abgott,  

LuAnn Ostergaard, and Gerhard Richter all 

experiment different media to explore their 

potential. With reference to the appropriate 

work of others, respond in your own way to  

this theme. 

 

Natural features of the landscape Many artists, 

designers and photographers have based             

their work on natural features of the landscape, 

such as rivers, valleys, hills, the shoreline,                        

cliffs and exposed rock strata. Explore                 

relevant examples and develop your                       

own response. 

 

Travel The memories, pleasures and frustrations 

of travel have provided a rich source for artists. 

Work might be based on the experience of 

different modes of transport, of people in  

transit or of places associated with transport 

such as airports and railway stations. Look at 

relevant work and respond in your own way  

to this theme. 
 

Images of conflict Artists and designers have 

occasionally glorified aspects of conflict. 

Examples can be seen in First World War posters 

and in the paintings of the Futurists. However, 

etchings by Goya and Robert Capa’s 

photographs reflect a very different view.  

Julien Spianti and Chris Lockhart take a more 

modern approach. With reference to 

appropriate work, make a personal response  

to this theme. 


