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Welcome 

W elcome to our 

end of Spring 

term newsletter.  

Although staff and student 

absence levels have continued 

to be higher than usual, 

particularly in these recent 

few weeks, we hope that you 

feel that school life has 

provided some normality.  

Our clubs and activities at 

lunchtime and after school 

have been very well attended. 

After the holiday there will be 

a new programme of sports 

clubs. We are also looking 

forward to starting to prepare 

for the summer term  

Music Festival.  

It has been a busy half term. 

We were delighted to be 

awarded the Race Equality 

Mark by Lancashire. Special 

thanks to the Year 13 

students who have led on this 

alongside Ms Pardoe.  

Year 11 and Year 13 have 

been continuing with their 

assessments which are 

helping them prepare for 

their final exams. Year 10 

students have also had their 

first assessment week.   

We have been especially 

impressed by the number of 

students who have wanted to 

do something to help both 

our local and international 

communities. Opening the 

food bank collections to all 

years not just Sixth Formers 

resulted in an enormous 

amount of donated goods. 

Students have also fundraised 

for several causes including 

Ukraine both in and out of 

school. There have been some 

amazing individual 

achievements this term too.  

I hope you enjoy reading 

about all our events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs J Cahalin 
Headteacher 

EDUCATIONAL SEASON TICKETS 
  
The application deadline for the 
Northern Saver Train season  
ticket will be the 25th April 2022.  
 

The scheme is run 
by Northern Trains and allows 
parents to save on the cost of  
a termly season ticket.  
Please note these tickets can  
only be purchased at certain 
times of the year. Parents who 
previously purchased an Autumn 
term ticket will be contacted           
directly in order to renew.  
Click here for more information. 

https://www.lggs.org.uk/3973/discounted-rail-fare-for-under-16s


WORLD BOOK DAY 2022  
 

Dressing up as a ‘Hero - Just For One Day’ book character or baking a cake …  

a staff story telling session in the Library … the ever popular Design a bookmark competition ...  

Drop Everything and Read at the end of the school day … Year 7 Author Event with Phil Earle  



HERO - JUST FOR ONE DAY 

Students and staff dressed up as a book character with the theme of ‘Hero - Just For One Day’. 
There was such a wide variety of costumes and for those who were at a loss of what to dress up 
as, they came to school wearing black and pink in support of Missing People.   

BOOKMARK COMPETITION 

Our bookmark competition 
for Years 7-9 proved as 
popular as ever with some 
incredible entries making 
the judging process very 
difficult indeed.  
All winners’ designs will be 
printed and made up into 
bookmarks to hand out to 
Year 6 when they join us for 
a Taster Day this summer.  

Prize winners were: 
Year 7 
Georgia Kershaw 7.5 
Lyra Knight 7.2 
Emily Bryan 7.1 
Rosie Prill 7.2 
Year 8 
Auguste Sarakauskaite 8.3 
Aoife George 8.4 
Izzy Sanderson 8.3 
Sophia Mouzas 8.1 

Niamh Hanley 8.3 
Year 9 
Ash Zhao 9.5 
Emily Rowbotham 9.5 
Selma Pinkse 9.4 
Evelyn Leong-Smith 9.3 
 
Best Form across all 
categories was 8.3 who  
had the most members 
making a big effort. 



Prize winners for their creative and 
imaginative costumes were: 
Sophie Semple, 7.2:  Catniss  
Tara Bose-Miller, 8.3: The Mad Hatter and 

Kaela Odon, 8.4: Mary Poppins 
Selma Pinkse, 9.4: Tessa Grey, Shadowhunters 
The best dressed staff prize went to  
Ms Whitehouse as ‘The Highway Rat‘. 

STAFF STORY TELLING 
 

At lunchtime the Library hosted a story telling session with staff reading and performing to some 
of their childhood favourites and at the same time we had a huge book and DVD sale. 

 

Many congratulations to all our prize winners in every category and a huge thank you to 
everyone for getting involved and making World Book Day 2022 such a huge success.  

Your support and enthusiasm reflects the love of books and reading at LGGS and  
ensures the continued high profile and success of the Library within school.  



WBD BAKE OFF 

The start of our World Book Day celebrations was the ‘Hero’s Bake Off’ competition which was 
displayed in the Main Hall.  
The competition was open to all year groups and, as ever, we had many amazing bakers rise to the 
challenge with some amazing cakes. Mrs Jane Mason had the difficult task of choosing the winners. 

‘HERO’S BAKE OFF’ CAKE CHALLENGE WINNERS 
Alex Edmondson 8.2 was the overall winner. 
Ella Andrews 8.4 and Annabel Davies 11.2 were close runners up. 
Lorna Yates and Marianna Ward 9.5 and Hajar Elkhatib 9.1 were 
highly commended and Mr Grundy won the staff prize! 

 

After the judging had taken place the cakes were sliced up and sold at lunch time  
with proceeds of £175.00 going to the ‘Missing People’ charity.   



‘WHEN THE SKY FALLS’ 
 

On Monday 7th March Phil Earle, author, came in to school to speak to Year 7 in the Main Hall. 
 
 

Year 7 were very excited to be all together in the Hall for the first time but remained very calm.  
They were a receptive audience, listening attentively and responding with good feedback and  
questions when prompted. Phil was very impressed by them, as was I. Mrs Edge 
‘Many of the students were aware of Phil’s books, but hadn’t read one. They are now planning to 
read them all. Their faces lit up when you brought them their signed copies. Some even asked  
if we could stop the lesson early to read them!’ Mr Flory (who taught 7.3 straight after the event). 
‘I thought the author event was cool, fun and interesting. I learnt a lot from the advice  
given.’  Oviyah 7.4 ‘I liked how he talked about his life as well as his books.  As he was talking I liked 
how he made it funny and when he read from ’When the Sky Falls, his latest book, it made me  
want to read it.’ Molly, 7.4 

DROP EVERYTHING AND READ 
 

At 3.15pm there was silence throughout the school, as classes sat and read for the last 15 
minutes of the day, proving that this well loved initiative is as popular as ever. 



In school we have a number 

of Equality groups made up 

of staff and students. These 

include Disability, Religion, 

Gender and Sexual 

Orientation. 

The work on race has been 

led by a group of Year 13 

students who have shown 

great commitment. It is 

particularly pleasing that 

their hard work has been 

recognised before they start 

their exam leave. Thank you 

also to Assistant Head Ms 

Pardoe who is leading on 

equality in school here is an 

extract from the assessor's 

report following her visit. 

I could see that promoting 

race equality is embedded in 

school and your curriculum. 

Your work on reviewing 

equalities has been student-

led and it is wonderful to see 

that the students felt 

empowered and comfortable 

enough to start this process 

off. It is equally 

commendable that staff 

listened and engaged fully 

with students on this. For 

example, students opened 

conversations with subject 

leaders, challenging them to 

review their curriculums and 

reflect on the representation 

of different groups. Talking 

to the Year 9 students about 

books like "The Hate You 

Give "allowed me to see the 

impact these curriculum 

reviews have had.  

Furthermore, it was really 

clear that staff had taken  

many varied opportunities to  

listen to the student voice 

through multiple avenues 

(for example, an equality  

post-box, an equality 

questionnaire and student 

groups for each area of 

equality) and that this is an 

ongoing conversation. 

RACE EQUALITY MARK 
 

We are delighted that LGGS has been awarded the Race Equality Mark. This is the first Equality 

Mark that we have focused on and now plan to look at the Religion Equality Mark.  

For those who have been here long enough to 
remember former LGGS student Iona Lane. 
 
Having graduated from Leeds College of Music a few 
years back, Iona is now pursuing her dream as a singer 
songwriter. Her debut album is about to be released 
and it is called 'Hallival'  
More info on Iona can be found at BandCamp website. 
 

Further to Iona Lane success, I am also delighted to 
share a track  by Elissa Logan in Year 13 which was 
played on BBC radio during March.   
Listen here. (34 minutes in). 

Mr P Swannell, Head of Performing Arts 

PURSUING THEIR DREAMS 

https://ionalane.bandcamp.com/album/hallival/vm2/staff$/SXB/Activ%20Software
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0bs0101%20/vm2/staff$/SXB/Activ%20Software


I have had a fantastic 
experience working at LGGS 
as a part of my degree in 
primary education. It’s been 
wonderful to see the 
progression my future pupils 
will take as they go onto 
secondary school and the 
opportunity to meet such 
polite and driven young 
people has been very 
rewarding.  
I was excited to return to 
LGGS to see the school from a 
teaching perspective, having 
attended the Sixth Form here 
from 2016 to 2018, and am 
delighted to see that it is still 
such a positive and inclusive 
learning environment. I made 
some fantastic memories, 

during my A-levels, and am 
confident that the excellent 
teaching and wealth of 
additional support I received 
from the staff were huge 
contributing factors in my 
journey to university and into 
teaching. I am set to graduate 

from the University of Chester 
this summer and hope to 
begin my teaching career in 
September, utilising the 
experience I have gained both 
at primary schools around the 
area and here at LGGS. 
Maggie Hird  

WELCOME BACK 

 

A huge thank you to  
Ms Cat Smith, MP for 
coming to LGGS and giving 
her time and explaining 
some of the processes of 
Parliament and giving us  
an understanding of her 
own experiences  
of Westminster.   
We enjoyed an informative 
and engaging Year 9 
Citizenship morning and 
heard about Cat Smith’s 
journey into politics as well 
as the responsibilities and 
practicalities of her role  
as MP.    
"She showed that Parliament 
is not just made up of the 
same type of people, with the 
same opinions about how the 
country should work. I 

enjoyed the speeches given 
by the students, which I found 
powerful, inspiring, and 
informative, such as the one 

regarding worldly 
condemnation for all suffering 
countries, or the one 
regarding child poverty." 

'A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN MP...’  



For the past two years I have 
been interested in Ukraine’s 
history and as soon as I heard 
about the war I knew I 
needed to help.  

So, with the help of my friends, 
Catherine Hill and Matilda 
Gleeson, we organised a cake 
stall. The stall was a great 
success and there were 
queues of students and staff 
waiting to sample the cakes. 
Thank you to all of LGGS who 
have supported us and helped 
us to raise over £150.  
Sophia Mouzas 
We decided to organise a cake 
stall to raise money for those 
in Ukraine. I made some 
bunting and Sophia made a 

Ukraine flag tablecloth. We 
just want to say thank you to 
everyone who baked a cake, 
brought a cake or bought one. 
It has helped a lot and will all 
go to a very good cause. 
Matilda Gleeson 
Thank you to: Sophia Mouzas, 
Catherine Hill, Matilda  
Gleeson, Mruga Ghodke, Alex 
Edmondson, Tehreem Fatima, 
Maisie Jackman, Macey Jones, 
Marina Ball for helping us  
and to the whole school  
for donating and supporting. 

HELPING THOSE IN CONFLICT 

Two LGGS Year 12 students 
Tilly Middlehurst and Iliana 
Fragkiadaki recently competed 
in the national finals of the 
Cambridge School National 
Debate Competition.  
The students showed 
considerable initiative in 
researching the competition, 
practising with fellow students 
and then finding a debating  
coach. Here are their reflections 
on what they have gained from 

the experience 
Tilly describes her reaction on 
hearing they had reached the 
national final. 
I knew that we wouldn’t stand a 
chance unless something 
miraculous happened, fast. So 
naturally, I got on Twitter and 
found a former Eton debate 
coach, sent an impassioned 
message with promises of fees 
and talent and taking on the 
British establishment, and 

hoped for the best. He replied a 
week before the competition, 
gave us three hours of intensive 
coaching and wished us luck.   
So on Sunday 20th March, we 
travelled for six hours, to 
compete in the national finals 
of the Cambridge Schools 
Debate Competition. Out of 600 
teams from across the world, 
we had made the top 64. We 
were the only state school from 
the North to make it this far.   

NATIONAL DEBATE COMPETITION 



We travelled to Warcop 
Training Camp on the 21st 
of March. Upon arriving, we 
organised our bags and then 
split into small groups. 
 
As a team we worked 
through various challenges 
which included hiding from 
Watch Patrollers, and then 
we all finished off with a 
delicious barbecue. The next 
day we woke bright and 

early, then got the 
opportunity to participate  
in a rifle simulation,  
probably one of the best 
activities.  
As well as this, in our groups 
we did orienteering and 
group challenges, something 
we all got a good laugh out 
of. It was a great adventure, 
and I will definitely 
remember it as a highlight  
of my Army experience. 

 YEAR  NAME 

 Lily Day-Skelcher  11 

 Clara Heim  11 

 Liya Andrews  9 

 Holly Bowskill  9 

 Bethany Evans  9 

 Katie Hastings  9 

 Amnah Patel  9 

 Ella Tsepelin  9 

WARCOP FIELD TRIP  
 

Two Year 10 and six Year 9 students attended a CCF fieldtrip. All who took part were exceptional. 

After four rounds of debating 
amongst some of the most 
prestigious private schools in 
the country - Eton, Wellington, 
Latymer - we emerged 38th, 
making us the top novice  
team. I won the prize of Best 
Novice speaker.   
The message here, if there is 
one, is that with faith, 
encouragement and a dash of 
luck, two northern state school 
girls can stand alongside Eton, 
hundreds of miles from home, 
and not back down. We did it so 
that future LGGS students don’t 
have to do it on their own.   
Iliana writes about what 
entering the  competition has 
led to...  

After four rounds of 
debating against ruthless 
competition, we came 38th 
overall out of the top 64 teams 
in the country. Tilly was 
awarded Top Novice Speaker 
and we were the Top Novice 
Team in the whole competition 
by far in the rankings.  
Yet, our biggest achievement 
was getting scouted by a 
development squad of 
professional debate coaches, 
who select 8 people from 
across the country to be trained 
and coached, with the goal of 
preparing five of them to try 
out for the National Debate 
Team of England.  
I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank everyone 
who was part of this amazing 
experience for their help. I 
would also like to thank the 
school for providing us with the 
support and funding that 
allowed us to participate in this 
competition.  
The main message of this story 
is that you can make it if you 
try. For us, it started with a 
dream and an aspiration. 
Passion, determination, 
commitment and 
countless hours of intensive 
practice made it materialise in 
the real world. The sky is indeed 
the limit, thus we are excited to 
see where our debating career 
will take us in the future.  



WORK IN PROGRESS 

We shall look forward to seeing the incredible 
work our GCSE and A-level students produce 
for their exams, during the summer term.   
 
Please find some examples of work which is on 
display in the Art Department and some of our 
students in action. 
You will find two examples of the Art  
Department’s  ’Artist of the Week’ at the top  
of this page and at the bottom of the following 
page some macramé, which the pupils made 
during a recent Health Day. 





About the project 
Artists are at the heart of 
everything we do at the Royal 
Academy of Arts – we’ve been 
championing them since 1768 
and firmly believe in nurturing 
young talent and celebrating 
the next generation of artists. 
Taking inspiration from the 
annual Summer Exhibition, 
the Young Artists’ Summer 
Show is an opportunity for 
young artists aged 4 - 19 years 

to exhibit their work online 
and on-site at the Royal 
Academy. 
The project is generously 
supported by Robin Hambro, a 
passionate advocate for the 
importance of access to art, 
and the benefits of 
encouraging the arts, for 
children and young people. 
 
Judging 
All of the artworks are viewed 

and judged by a panel of 
experienced and passionate 
artists and arts professionals, 
who work together to select 
which artworks will be shown 
online and which will be 
shown at the Royal Academy. 
Previous judging panels have 
included Royal  
Academicians: 
Cathie Pilkington,  
Bob and Roberta Smith 
and Phyllida Barlow. 

ROYAL ACADEMY ENTRIES 
We are pleased to present to you our entries for the Royal academy Summer Arts show.  
As usual we are overwhelmed by the standard across all year groups.  



WE WISH OUR  

STUDENTS ALL  

THE VERY BEST 

WITH THEIR   

ENTRIES AND 

SHALL REPORT 

BACK ONCE THE 

RESULTS ARE                     

ANNOUNCED. 

MS C. NICKELL 

HEAD OF ART 

 

 

  

ROYAL 

ACADEMY 

ENTRIES 
 



YEAR 7 PERSONAL CHALLENGES 
 

Each year we ask our Year 7 students to undertake a personal challenge that involves trying 
out something completely outside their comfort zone. The students then create and present  
a PowerPoint which reflects on the experience, personal learning, and the skills they were 
called to draw upon. 
 

As usual, there are some very impressive achievements, including: making meals or baking  
cakes for others, highlighting social issues, undertaking sports challenges, doing things that 
make others feel good, and even organising fundraising activities. 
You can view and read below about the sort of challenges which were undertaken.  
Miss S. Bellin, Deputy Headteacher 



GIVE 10 COMPLIMENTS A DAY 
Yes, I did stick to this challenge 
and here are some compliments  
I gave to people. 
-  Your hair looks very nice today 

-  you’re very pretty 

-  you still look very young  
-  you have gorgeous eyes 

-  You have glowing skin 

-  you’re a very kind-hearted person 

-  you’re a superstar 
-  what's your skin care routine 

-  how did you get so smart  
-  you’re an angel sent from heaven 

 

Hannah Francis was an up and coming young 
event rider who was diagnosed with cancer at  
17 years of age. Not long after her diagnosis,  
she was gifted ‘Willberry’ by one of her favourite 
riding instructors and began to write a blog 
about her cancer journey using Wilbury’s voice.  
She founded the Willberry Wonder Pony  
charity in 2016.  
My mum lost her childhood friend to cancer  
and therefore, for my Personal Challenge, I 
decided, along with my sister, that we would 
raise money for this charity through a sponsored 
swim. We managed to raise £476.63. 



YEAR 11 MOCK INTERVIEWS 
It was a pleasure to welcome 
over 20 representatives from 
local businesses and 
educational institutions to 
LGGS on 7th March for our 
mock interviews.  
 
The interviews took place 
during the morning and 
enabled all of our Year 11 
students to have a 10-minute 
formal practice interview 
where they could discuss their 
future career ideas. Although 
nervous, the students gained 
a great deal from the 

opportunity as illustrated by 
some of their quotes below. 
Well done Year 11.  
  
Student feedback  
‘I learnt to be myself and 
answer questions honestly.’ 
‘I do not need to stress if I do 
not understand a question.’  
‘I learnt that a British Law 
degree can be converted in  
6 months to work in America 
and is easily converted to 
work in other countries, as 
many legal systems were 
initially based on the English 

legal system.’ 
‘To be more confident and to 
be prepared to ask questions - 
the interviewer isn't the only 
one who should ask 
questions. ‘ 
  
Employer feedback  
‘Fantastic event - the students 
were well prepared and a joy 
to interview.’  
‘The students I interviewed 
were an absolute inspiration 
to talk to. It's fantastic to 
meet young people that are 
really going to make a 
difference to society.‘ 
‘Employers need to be looking 
out for 4 words on CV's - 
Lancaster Girls Grammar 
School - and then hiring.’ 

 
Mr D. Green 
Assistant Headteacher 



HAPPY EASTER 
 

WE HOPE YOU ALL 

HAVE A RELAXING BREAK 

Students in each of our year group were recently invited to vote on the most inspiring women 
from the past or present. The results, and details of each of these, are displayed on one of the 
History Department's noticeboards. All were worthy candidates and it was interesting to see 
who featured most prominently in each of the year groups. 
 

Click here is a short, simple video which gives background to the origins of International             
Women's Day. 
 

Click here for a short video with a message from the UN Secretary General about this year's 
theme and celebrations. 

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH & 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 
 

March is International Women's History Month and 8th March is International Women's Day.  

 

Please see the following pages where you will find the English Department’s ‘Women’s History 
Month’ and ‘International Women’s Day’ themed book recommendations. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PzWnljCpL0//vm2/staff$/SXB/Activ%20Software
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3mhYlY0NWc//vm2/staff$/SXB/Activ%20Software


WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 



INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 



INDEPENDENT READING PROJECT  

Since the autumn term, everyone in Year 9 has been working on an independent reading 
project, having chosen an area of individual interest.  
Over the last few weeks they have been presenting their findings in their English lessons and 
showcasing the amazing artefacts they have created in relation to the focus of their research. 



JOIN US FOR A CONCERT AT 
 

LANCASTER PRIORY 
 

MUSIC  
SPRINGS BACK! 
 
 

 

7.00pm, Thursday 28 April  
 
     

 

Lancaster Girls’ Grammar School 

Featuring the school  
ensembles and choirs 

 
TICKETS 

£7 Adults  £5 Concessions 
Book tickets via LGGS website 



 

   A U T H O R    V I S I T  

Michelle Paver, creator of legends, is coming to LGGS to talk to Year 8  
students on 28th April 2022. 
 

‘There is no better time-travelling guide than Michelle Paver …  
with its action, clever character development and glorious descriptions  
of nature 6,000 years ago … Paver does for the Stone Age what  
Hilary Mantel does for the Tudors’ - The Times 
‘Wolf Bane’ the grand finale to the prize-winning ‘Wolf Brother’ adventure series,  
can be pre-ordered a copy of which is due for release on 26th April via ParentPay, to ensure 
you receive a signed copy at the event. 
Previous books in this series will also be available to pre-order and to have signed at the 
author event. Click here to find out about further books in the series. 

HOPE YOU HAVE A  
RELAXING EASTER BREAK   

Release%20date%2026.04.22%20/vm2/staff$/SXB/Activ%20Software

