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Welcome back to another year! It feels as though we were never away. Thank you to all those who got in
touch with us over the summer and in response to recent emails– it’s always a joy to speak to you.

Building Development
In School news, we are looking to
expand our buildings. As a
growing school, we are finding
ourselves shorter on space than
ever before. The building would
house five additional classrooms
and a large activity space which
could be used for PE, Drama or
Music recitals. We are currently in
the planning stages but we hope we
will be permitted to proceed.
The position of the building has been carefully considered. Unfortunately, we do not have the luxury of
space. Pear Tree gardens has been chosen as the development site, as it used by the girls less frequently
than other green spaces in the school. The new building will enable us to continue to admit
140 pupils in Year 7 (five-form entry) which we
have implemented for the last two years.
The proposed plans will be displayed at school
this term so that you are able to view them
whilst attending school events. Should you
wish to come in to school to see the plans
please contact LGGS Reception on 01524
581661.

CLASS OF 1964 REUNION
Anne Fitzgibbon (now Matthews), Pat McCartan (now Chamberlain) and Kath Ritchie (now Moffatt)
are organising a reunion to celebrate the 60th of their joining the school in 1957. These three OGs
organised the reunion 20 years ago, but are hoping that in this digital age they might be able to do it
a little faster than the 3 years it took last time. If you are from that year, please get in contact with
us at the Alumnae Office (alumnae@lggs.lancs.sch.uk) and I will be able to pass your details on.
Anne, Kath and Pat are looking to organise the event some time in 2018.

Every Month
Anna Hall (Class of 2009) works with a charity that provides
sanitary products to low-income and homeless individuals in
Manchester.
Every Month is dedicated to making menstrual products
available to all those who need them. Every Month is a project
based on the understanding that anyone can experience poverty
in his or her lifetime.
The Manchester-based initiative, which began in May 2016, is
run by a group of passionate young women dedicated to ending
the stigma around menstruation. They are currently
campaigning to get government funded menstrual products to
those in the city who cannot afford them.
In the absence of current government funding, the aim of Every
Month is to raise enough donations to provide Period Packs to
those most in need. A Period Pack costs £1.50, giving someone
who previously couldn’t afford this ‘luxury’ the dignity they
deserve during menstruation. Providing a year’s worth of Period Packs for an individual costs just £18.00.
Every Month independently tackles this issue by distributing handmade care packages to food banks, shelters
and charities throughout Manchester to help those in need. These ‘Period Packs’ contain 10 pads, 10 tampons,
and a chocolate bar. Some also contain menstrual cups.
Every Month believes that no person should be forced to go without menstrual products due to financial
circumstances. EM firmly believes that menstrual products are a necessity and not a luxury.
The charity also has a blog that details some of the issues surrounding menstruation, in the UK and abroad.

You can find more about the charity, its work and the
people it helps here: everymonthcampaign.org
This work is of particular interest to us. Menstruation
comes with so much stigma and it must be so difficult for
those who have to choose between sanitary products and
food or shelter. Every year the sixth form run a huge
donation campaign, collecting sanitary products and
toiletries and distributing them to women’s shelters in
Lancaster.

CLASS OF 1966 REUNION
1959– 1964/ 1966
Carol Minter (Min) and Felicity Carter are organising this reunion which will take place in
May 2018. Many of you will be in contact, but if you have not heard directly from them it
may be an issue of notifying us of your current email address.
If you’re interested in attending or of just hearing more, you can email us at the Alumnae
Office (alumnae@lggs.lancs.sch.uk) or email Min directly at minter@tesco.net.

Elena Oyon (Class of 2009)
In August, Elena (as part of an all-female crew) rowed
the Mediterranean as part of the NOMAN Ibiza to
Barcelona race. NOMAN is a charity that raises
awareness of HPV cancers and raises funds for
continuing research into this area. Currently, all girls
in the UK are vaccinated against HPV.

“The race was a gruelling three day
challenge that involved rowing two hour
shifts on and off for over 50 hours. During
that time we battled sea sickness, the heat
and terrible blisters whilst we rowed, ate
and slept on the boat. My crew that was one
of four crews completing the race, came in
second place overall and became the first
all female crew ever to row that part of the
Mediterranean in the process. The challenge
was in aid of the NOMAN campaign that
aims to raise awareness and funds for HPV
related cancers. The experience has really
made me appreciate just how much girls
can achieve when they put their mind to
it.”
Congratulations to Elena and the other
rowers. Our girls in Year 8 and 9 are
currently undergoing their HPV and this
issue is very important to us at LGGS. It is
so great to see this challenge completed by
women, for women.
You can find more about Elena’s challenge here at nomancampaign.org and information on
how to donate here.

DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Please do not hesitate to get in contact with us.
You can ring 01524 581661 or email alumnae@lggs.lancs.sch.uk.
We are also welcoming Old Girls to the school by appointment if they would like a tour.
For many of you, it will have been many years since you were last here; perhaps you haven’t
returned since your school days.
We are always happy to reconnect with you and hear your memories.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
MISS ADA WALKER
In our most recent forays into the Archives,
we explored the life of one of LGGS’s most
loyal and long-serving teachers, Miss Ada
Walker (also known as Mrs Ada Bentley).
Her name is the first to appear in the
earliest staff register (right).
The book, over 110 years old, travelled
from the Storey Institute to our current
site, and Ada Walker was there through
these early tumultuous years. There were
lots of changes, in the nature of the school, in its management and it moved to a new site, with a
greater capacity.
Ada Walker’s entry in the staff register details her qualifications (BA), the subjects she taught
(Geography, Literature and Needlework) and her changing salary (from £160 to £400). She was actinghead of the school before Mary Phillimore was appointed in 1910. Her name appears 22nd in the
register, so we can assume that Miss Walker had the responsibility over a large number of staff.
She left the school in 1917, on the occasion of her marriage and sent the girls a message in the
Chronicle of the following year:
[…] I thank you very truly for the happy experiences you have me at the end of my time with you as a
teacher, and give to you with great sincerity this wish : That your schooldays may be such, that one
day you will be able to look back upon them, knowing that they did much to make you true, bravehearted, thinking women.
The life of each one of us is a very precious gift, and a high responsibility, and it is well that we all
keep this in mind – that the more we learn to think, the better we can use our gift of life, to attain
to that high ideal, of being an influence for good, in school and home, for country, King, and
mankind; so no matter what your school subjects are, see to it, in cookery and in mathematics, in
literature and in games, that you miss no chance to become a thinking being, recognising the dignity
of all work, and that to be called worthy, it must be of your very best.
Although as a teacher I have had to say good-bye to you, I hope we shall be together in that great
school of Life, learning by God’s teaching to sanctify ourselves, in thought, word, and deed, for the
sake of others. May I pass on to you, if I have not already done so, this favourite bit from Ruskin’s
“Sesame and Lilies ?”
“The path of a good woman is indeed strewn with flowers, but they rise behind her steps, not before
them.””
Following the death of her husband just 18 months after their marriage, Ada Bentley returned to the
school and taught here until 1937. A fellow staff member wrote these words on the occasion of her
retirement, at the age of 60: “[…] Shall we ever forget her great sense of humour? How many
roughnesses has it smoothed away and re-created a right perspective! […] it is difficult to put into
words the deep sense of our obligation. We know that we have indeed been fortunate that her singlehearted devotion has so long been given us, and we wish her long years of health and happiness in her
retirement.”
The testaments here conjure an image of a woman devoted to her school: kind-natured, with an
incredible work ethic. She built the foundation of this School, and we owe her a great debt of
gratitude. She had a vision of what LGGS could be. She would be 140 years old today, married 100
years ago, and retired 80 years ago, but her legacy goes on. Thank you, Miss Walker/Mrs Bentley. May
we all be true, brave-hearted, thinking women.

If you would like to read more from the LGGS Archives, please go to lggsarchives.wordpress.com
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